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From  New  York  Times,  Feb,  3  -    •  ..     _        .  _ 

■  WORLD  FOOD  SURVEY  SHOV/S  IHIERE  AID  STILL  IS  NEEDED-?fAR ' S  HUNGER  AFTERMJ.TH 
HITTING  a.RDEST  AT  CHINA,  GREECE,  HUNGARY,  ITALY,  POLAND,  YUGOSLATCA— END '  OF 
UNRRi.  A  BL0V.'-7/ith  famine  already  on  the  march  in  China  and  the  food  supply  in 
Britain  more  limited  than  it  was  during  the  U-boat  campaign,  Europe  and  Asia 
are  paying  the  price  for  the  most  destructive  war  in  history. 

Reports  from  correspondents  of  The  New  York  Tdjiies  in  tv/enty  countries 
demonstrate  that,  whatever  improvement  may  have  bet-n  exptcted  a  year  ago,  the 
hunger  of  both  victors  and  vanquished  re.^uires  help  from  more  fortunate  , countries 
to  prevent  a  series  of  catastrophes. 

The- end- of  the  UNRR'.  presages  particularly  hard  times  for  Austria, 
Greece,  Hungary,  Italy, Poland,  Yugoslavia  and,  above  all,  China,'  A  special 
United  l-Nations  committee  estinated  last  vreek  that  the  six  European  countries 
mentioned  would  need  $58.3,000,000  in  ou.tside  heln  to  supply  food  and  other  basic 
essentials.    The  reports  from  The  Times'  correspondents  in  these  coimtries  bear 
out  this  finding. 


HOOVER  OFF  BY  AIR  ON  EUROPE  IHSSION-Former  President  Herbert  Hoover  left 
yesterday  for  Europe  on  his  third  post-war  food  mission,  appointed  by  President 
Truman  to  seek  some  way  of  enabling  Germans  and  Austrians  in  the  western  zones 
of  occupation  to  feed  themselves  and  reduce  the  cost  to  American  taxpayers. 


FAO  OUTLINES  BASIS  OF  FABJING  CENSUS-Y;ashington-The  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization  of  the  United  Nations,  has  submitted  to  the  Governments  of  the  world 
a  list  of  basic  items  designed  to  serve  as  the  starting  point  for  a  1950  world 
census  of  agriculture. 

In  making  this  arjiomcement  today,  the  FAP  said  it  hoped  that  all 
countries  would  try  to  obtain  information  in  comparable  form.    The  information 
sought  includes  data  on  acreage  and  production  of  commodities  of  world  mde 
importance,  tenure  and  major  land  classifications. 


U.S.  COST  OF  LIVING  UP  4S%  SINCE  1937;  ILO  PdiS  I'-DbD-PRICE  INCREi.SE  ^.T 
78^MontreaI-( Canadian  Press )-The  cost  of  living  in  the  United  States  was  1^8 
percent  higher  at  the  end  of  November,  1946,  than  in  1937,  the  International 
Labor  Office  said  today  in  a  survey  of  seventeen  nations*    The  ILO  said  that 
food  prices  in  the  UniM^^States^jum^^  in  that  period. 
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From  New  York  Times,  Feb,  3  - 

LOMNCOME  FAlffLIES'   FOOD  COSTS  T)0^i¥.  BY  1^.  SINCE  SEPTEt-'BER,  SUT.VEY  Tn^-NDS- 
For  the  first  time  since  before  the  war  food'  costs  for  a  lovr-income  family  of  five 
in  NeviT  York  have  declined_,  according  to  a  city  wide,  survey  by  the  New  York 
Budget  Council,  released  yesterday.  .  The  decline  amounts  to  7^  percent  since 
last  September,  due  mainly  to  the  wider  availability  of  lov/-cost  foods  that. 
vreve  either  scarce  or  nonexistent  a  few  months  ago.    The  situation,  the  council 
emphasized,  does  not  apply  to  higher-income  groups , 


From  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Feb,  3  - 

SUGAR  ALLOTMENTS-Sugar  men  see  slight  prospect  of  the  House  Food 
Committee's  proposal  for  an  allotment  of  7,200,000  tons  of  sugar  for  the 
domestic  market  being  acted  upon  favorably  by  the  International  Emergency- 
Food  Council.    If  the  request  of  United  States  officials  for  6,^00,000  , 
tons  is  approved,  these  observers  believe  we  vdll  do  well. 


CITRUS  CROP-Productions  of  citrus  fruits  for  194b-47  is  estimated 
at  338,000,000  boxes,  10  percent  above  last  year  and  27  percent  greater  than 
the  pre?j-ar  average,  due  largely  to  anticipated  recora  outturn  of  oranges  and 
grapefruit  in  the  United  States,  OFA  reports. 


From  Vail  Street  Journal,  Feb.  3  - 

INDUSTRY  GROUP  URGES  SUGAR  CONTROLS  BE  CONTJNUED-Salt  Lake  City-Continu- 
ation of  sugar  c  mti'ols  under  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  as  a  temporary  measure 
was  urged  by  the  American  Sugar  Beet  Industry  policy  committee  in  a  statement,. 
"Substantial  increases"  in  the  194-7  sugar  ration  to  housewives,  t-as  also  urged. 


From  The  Balitmore  Sun,  Fe^b,  3  -    ■  ,. 

FARMERS  ASKED  TO  MKE  CHi^^GES  IN  PRODUCTION-To  meet  changing  needs  for 
crops  and  livestock,  Maryland  farmers  have  been  asked  to  make  certain  changes,  in 
their  acreage  and  production  plans  according  to  Joseph  H.  Blandford,  director  of 
the  State  ^reduction  and  ^^arketing  Administration  at  the  University  of  Maryland. 

More  beef  and  pork. and  less  poultry  are  among  the  goals  for  the  coming  year 
announced  by  the  United  States  Department  of  .Agriculture  council,  he  said.  The 
nijmber  of  milk  covra  is  ex!pected  to  be  about  the  same  as  in  194-6,  Mr,  Blandford 
added,  and  no  further  increase  in  broiler  production  is  recommended  lorl947. 
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Prom  Boise  (Idaho)  Statesman,  Jan.  25  - 

SUKPLVS  POTATOES  -  Editorial  -  The  nev/s  that  the  Agriculture  Department 
is  authorizing  farmers  to  dump  all  low-grade  and  deteriorating  potatoes  stored 
under  government  price  supporting  loans  is  "both  good  and  tad. 

It  is  good  news,   in  a  short-sighted  sense,  for  the  farmers  who  will  rea- 
lize payment  for  a  crop  that  v/as  never  moved, 

Sut  it  is  had  news  in  the  long  run,  and  should  he  a  portentious  omen  for 
miany  an  Idiihoan,    Fcr  its  means  that  45,000,000  "bushels  of  potatoes  are  sui*- 
plus,  and  are  going  to  cost  the  government,  which  is  to  say  all  of  us,  some 
$80,000,000  in  cash  paid  out  to  farmers  v/hose  potato  prices  the  government  had 
a.greed  to  support  whether  there  was  a  demand  for  their  product  or  not, 

Ohviously,  the  government  cannot  long  go  on  paying  something  for  nothing, 
as  it  is  ahbut  to  with  the  $80,000,000  potato  handout.    After  another  surplus 
year  or  two,  the  priming  will  cease  and  the  pump  v/ill  run  dry.    Along  ahout  then 
it  will  "be  the  sm.art  Idaho  farmer  v/ho  has  seen  -the  light  and  diversified  his 
crops  in  order  that  a  potato  surplus,  not  su"bsidized  "by  the  government,  may 
not  catch  him  with  all  his  spuds  in  one  "basket, 

From  Chicago  News,  Jan,  24  - 

CHICAGO'S  SUGAR  -  Editorial  -  Congress  will  have  to. authorize  the  extension 
of  sugar  rationing  "before  the  Second  ^>fer  Fov/ers  Act  expires  March  31  if  we 
are  to  "be  spared  a  speculative  orgy  that  will  hike  prices  and  snatch  sugar  off 
our  dinner  tahles. 

This  is  the  reasoned  view  of  leading  sugar  dealers  in  Chicago,     They  know 
what  they  are  talking  ahout.     They  would  like  to  see  controls  taken  off  if  it 
were  possihle.    But  they  rememher^  the  ruinous  price  "boom  and  hust  of  19.30-21 
and  shake  their  heads. 

From  Detroit  (Mich,)  News,  Jan.  25  -  " 

THIS  TO  COKTIITCJE?  _  Editorial  -  Repuhlican  courage  in  Congress  in  hringing 
ahout  Government  economies  will  he  tested  oy  the  action  the  G-0?  majorities  take 
on  withdrawing  or  continuing  New  Deal  henefits  to  farmers. 

The  present  potat-c  situation  emphas-izes  -a  situation  into  v/hich  a  great  deal 
more,   involving  other  costs,  enters. 

The  lepartment  of  Agriculture  is  out  v;ith  the  announcement  that  farmers 
are  to  diomp  as  waste  20,000,000  hushels  of  potatoes,  taking  the  Government 
guarantee  of  90  per  cent  of  the  parity  price  —  a  loss  to  Uncle  Sam  of  $80,000,000 

The  GOP  economizers  will  miss  a  rich  chance  if  they  fail  to  overhaul 
thoroughly  the  system  under  which,  all  told,   Dillions  have  heen  spent  in  su"b- 
sidizing  practically  every_  sort  of  farming. 

From  St,  Paul  (k'inn.)  Dispatch,   Jan.  23  - 

MASTBBY  OF  MACHINES  -  Editorial  -  ¥ith  American  agriculture,   the  prohlem 
is  miore  than  one  of  mere  mastery  of  the  machines  v/e  have'  created.     Secretary  ef 
Agriculture  Andr-rson  said  recently  that  the  greatly  expanded  wartime  farm  pro- 
duction gained  through  machinery  e.nd  improved  techniques,  despite  what  seem.ed 
a  crippling  manpower  shortage,   should  he  continued.    His  plea  v;as  for  the  keying 
of  marketing  and  distrihution  to' the  mass  "oroduction  tempo  that  has  marked  the 
past  few  yearSft     The  alternative,  he  said,   is  curtaiLment  —  the  "economy  of 
scarcity"  —  or  staggering  gcverrjaent  suhsidies.  Despite  nostalgia  ahout  the 
"good  old  days, "  no  one  wants  to  stop  the  wheels  of  progress^ 
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jFron  Hutchinson  (Kan.)  Herald-lTews,  Jan.  26  - 

TPS  WHEAT  EEA  _  Editorial  -  It^s  fun  on  the  wheat  market  these  days,  and 
if  you  have  a  "bushel  of  grain  t-o  soli,   it' s  an  unending  riot, 

The  department  of  agriculture  has  gone  clean  off-  its  nut  and  decided  to 
garner  4-28  million  hushclc  hy  Viarch  31' —  all  of  this  to  go  overseas  (if  they 
can  get  the  ships,  which  right  ncv;  it  l->oks  like  they  can't)  v/here  it  v/ill 
"bump  smack  into  the  European  harvest  and  v;ill  find  the  hottcm  of  the  market 
more  like  a  sieve  than  a  pedestal. 

The  _Commodity  Credit  Ccrporo.tion  also  is  acting  like  a  genial  old  fellow 
who  is  hored  with  giving  dimes-  to  the  newsboys  and  has  decided  to  make  it 
dollars  instead.     They,  "bought  Santa  alone  knows  how  many  million  bushels  this 
month  at  a  rock  price  of  $2,09  a  bushel,  but  there' s  hardly  a  wheat  taster 
between  here  and  LaJiinta,  Colo,,  who  wouldn't  have  guaranteed  you  almost  as 
much  wheat  at  a  dime  less,  if  the  CCCers  jiist  hadn't  been  so  anxious^  And, 
after  all,  v;hat  did  they  liave  to- lose?     It  wasn't  their  money,  but  something 
left  over  from  the  79th  Congress, 

From  Portland  (Me,)  Press  Herald,  Jan,  28  ~  -  . 

BUTTEH  SGAtTrAL  -  Editorial  -  A  court  has  found  that  the  Dairymen's  Lea^e 
over  in  New  York  is  guilty  as  sin  of  manipulating  the  price  of.  butter  late 
last  year  in  order_  to  maintain  a  high  price  for  milk;  so  the  judge  fired  the 
League  $25,009,  and  each  of  four  individual  defendants  $1,000,     The  law 
emerges  triumphant,    A  victory  for  the  G-ovcrnment  and  the  people, 'no  less,  But 
the  Dairymen's  League,  it  has  been  reported,  made  a  cool  h^lf  million  dollars 
out  of  the  criminal  manipulation  of  the  butter  market.     It  can  afford  to  pay 
a  total  of  $29,000  to  get  this  profit  for  its  members.     To  get  real  justice 
in  this  case,  as  in  others,  the  court  would  have  to  aeses.s  fin,es  that  would  take 
away  all  the  gains  from  the  transactions  complained  of,  and  then  slap  on  a 
punitive  fine  on  top  of  all,  ... 

Prom  Hartford  (Conn,)  Curant,  Jan.  27  -  . 

PA3I»I  LEGISIATIOIJ  -  Editorial  -  In  his  appearance  before  the  House  and 
Senate  Agriculture  committees,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Clinton-P,  Anderson  was 
eloquent  in  describing  the  pitfalls  of  the  present  policj^  of  supporting  farm 
prices.    He  even  dramatized  his  remarks  by  fcllov/ing  his  testimony'  with  an 
order  that  the  potato  market  be  cleared  by  dumping  20,000,000  bushels  of  low- 
grade  or  deteriorating  potatoes,  and  by  turning  into  non- commercial  channels 
25,000,000  bushels  more  cf  inferior  grade  potatoes.     The  Secretary  was  emphatic 
in  his  suggestions  as  to  the  weaknesses  of  the  program  he  administers  under- the 
Steagall  Act,  and,  by  no  means  was  he  silent  v/hen  it  cpjne  to  proposing  rcmcd.ies. 
But  by  and  large,  as  should  be  expected,  Mr, -Andersen  put  the  I^^epiiblic-.n  Conr- 
gress  on  its  own  after  warning  it  of  th^  dangers  ahead. 
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(The  newspapers"^h4^agazines  froii£>hj:ch  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  PressSfer.yic'^;svE.oom  /^14A.    Phone  Qene  .Harrison  at'603l.) 

Prom  New  York  Times  ^  Fel?,  4  - 

RENEl'.'ED  POmS  ASKED  BY  TRII'L^N-Washington-President  Truman  asked  Congress 
today  to  extend  for  another  year  some  of  his  war  ppvrers  in  the  interest  of  "the 
effective  completion  of  reconversion,"    The  extended  authority  would 'cover 
a  limited  list  of  foods,  including  sugar,., grain,  rice  and  fats  and  oils, 
allocation  of  freight  cars  and  regulation  of  a  few  imports  and  exports. 

The  President  asked  for  immediate  and  favorable  consideration  of  his 
proposals  on  the  ground  that  "it  is  unsettling,  both  for  business ' and , lor  the 
general  public.,  to  be  obliged  to  wait  until  the  last  possible  moment  for  '  ■ ; 
decision  by  the  Congress  on  emergency  legislation." 


ASKS  HOUSE  PUT  STOP  TO  'GIVE  A'"AY»  P/lCTS-Tfashington-Representative 
Bertrand  W.  Gearhart,  Republican  of  California,  declared  today  that  the 
reciprocal  trade  treaties  were  "give  away  agreements'*  and  asked  that  Congress 
investigate  the  whole  program  in  the  light  of  the  coming  eishteen-nation 
conference  for  furtherance  of  such  agreements , 


DEFERS  WORLD  SUGiiR  TALK:  INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  MLL  SET  OUOTAS  LATER  IN 
l/'.^EK-l'.'ashington-The  meeting  of  the  sugar  committee  of  the  International  Emergency 
Food  Council,  vrhich  was  to  have  reconvened  today  to  decide  on  sugar  allocations 
for  the  Trorld  for  1947,  was  postponed  until  later  in  the  week. 

Last  week  the  Council  voted  to  ask  all  nations  to  review  their  requirement 
on  articles  in  shortest  world  supply,  including  sugar, 

Hov.^ever,  increased  instead  of  decreased  demands  by  the  United  States, 
greatest  sugar  user,  were  indicated  in  a  report  by  a  food  study  subcommittee  of 
the  House  Agricultural  Committee  v.-hich  declared  for  an  increase  for  the  consumer 
from  the  1946  twenty-five  pound  ration  to  thirty-five .or  forty  pounds  and  for 
the  industrial  user  from  60  percent  to  80  percent. 


BUTTER  RISES  4ic  AS  SUPPLY  DROPS-Butter  prices  went  up  4t  cents  a  pound 
at  wholesale  yesterday,  foreshadowing  a  similar  rise  touay  in  most  retail 
stores  in  this  city. 

The  price  increase  was  regarded  by  trade  sources  as  temporary,  Louis 
F.  Champlin,  marketing  specialist  for  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, laid  the  rise  to  recent  blizzards  in  Midwest . dairy  areas  and  a  heavy 
increase  in  the  use  of  butter  by  New  Yorkers'  in  the  last  few  v/eeks. 
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From  Nev/  Ygrk  Times,.  Feb*  4.— 

ROUGH  COTTON  IIVIPORT  LIfflTED  BY  TRUi^I^'-washinfe-ton-^  proclamation  limiting 
imports  into  the  United  States  of  harsh-,-  or  roujh,  cotton  of  less  than  thret- 
quarter-inch  staple  to  70,000,000  pounds  a  year  v/as  issued  by  President  Truman 
today.    The  quota  vrill  apply  to  the  year  ending  Sept.  19,  1947  and  each 
subsequent  year  ending  on  Sept,  19. 

The  action  was  taken,  the  proclamation  declared,  as  a  result  of  investiga- 
tion by  the.  Tariff  Commission,  "in  order  that  the  entry  .of  such  cott'-^n  vill  not 
tend  to  render  ineffective  the  programs  undertaken  with  respect  to  cotton" 
under  current  national  agricultural  policy. 


(DmtPING  POTATOES-The  New  York  Times  carries  a  picture  shomng  "Dumping 
Surplus  Potatoes  in  North  Dakota"  and  the  cut  lines  state  ^hc  Product  of  the 
Red  River  Valley,  ordered  disposed  of  by  the  Federal  Government,  is  spread  over 
a  field  near  Grand  Forks  for  fertilizer,"    There  are  potatoes  as  far  as  one  can 
see,  and  a  big  truck  is  shown  dumping  a  new  load.) 


From  the  Nev>r  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Feb,  4  ~ 

BUTLER  ASKS  SENATE  FERTILIZER  PROBF^V/ashington-Senator  Hugh  Butler, 
(Rep,  Nebr.)  today  asked  the  Senate  to  auth-orjzc  a  full  scale  investigation 
of  the  fertilizer  situation  by  its  Agricultural  Committee.^ 


From  '"lall  Street  J-mrnal,  Feb,  4  - 

SUBSIZIED  EXPORTS  may  become  import  in  farm  price  support  plans . 

If  the  Government . is  forced  to  buy. large  Quantities  of  agricultural 
staples  to  keep  prices  from  sagging  beloT^  oQf,  of  parity  it 'may  seek  to  unload 
these  holdings  on, foreign  buyers  at  bargain  prices. 

Last  Tfeek  the  Agriculture  Department  announced  it  w^uld  buy  frozen  ergs 
to  bolster  the  egg- market ,    Officials  hope . these  can  be  solH  later. t^  the  British, 
But  if  John  Bull  doesn't  take  them,  .other  customers  v/ill  have  to  be  s-^-ught. , 
And  as  most  nations  are  short  on  dollars,  they  Y^ill  likely  have  tr  bo  coaxed 
to  buy  with  cut-rate  prices. 

Government  support  buying-  of  dry  milk  powder,  and  possibly  other  milk 
products,  may  f olio v>r  the  egg  pattern  this  spring.    Here,  too,  subsidies  may  be 
necessary  on  overseas  soiling,  ... 


,  CANE.  RiilSERS  in  Louisiana' use  chemical  weed  killers  to  produce  more  sugar. 
The  pestiferous,  "alligator"  weedy-  Tirhich  has  long-  plagued  the  sugar  cane  patches, 
has  been  found  to  shrivel  under  the  chemical  attack.    The  sugt'.r  cane  plant 
itself  is  apparently  unharmed  by  the  weed  killer. 
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From  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tri"bune,  Jan,  29  —  • 

CAE  lACK  P33ILS  GHiaiT  JASi-iERS,   GTA  AID  SAYS  -  Grain  .farmers  will  -lose  30 
cents  a  "bushel  on  their  wheat  if  the  "boxcar  shortage  continues  another  foux 
months  ,  5,  J,  Barry,  Farmers  Unicn  Grain  Terminal  associatirn  representative, 
said  Tuesday* 

Eastern  railroads  were  charged  with  a  large  part  of  the  "blame  in  Barry's 
rep©rt,  filed  with  the  senate  su"bcpmmittee  which  opened  investigation  of  the 
"boxcar  shortage  Tuesday  in  Washington, 

Eastern  lines  are  holding  a  large  percentage  of  "boxcars  owned  "by  western 
lines,  "blockyig  country  elevators,  he  said.     If  the  grain  is  held  off  the  mar- 
ket until  June  or  July  when  it  will  have  to  compete  with  new  crop  varieties, 
millions  of  dollars  will  "be  lost,  Barry  asserted^ 

Frcm  Philadelphia  Record,  Fe"b,  1  - 

DEALERS' IN  OIEO  KiAY  GET  EEFUITDS;  STATE  SUPREIylS  COURT  RTJLIUG  OPENS  KAY  FOR 
^TURH  OF  $2,000,000  -  A  decision  "by  the  State  Supreme  Court  invalidating  li- 
cense fees  charged  dealers,  in  oleomargarine  in  Pennsylvania  has  opened  the  way 
fer  possihle  refund  of  $2,000,000  collected  from  dealers  in  the  last  five  years. 

The  high  court  in  a  decision  handed  .down  here  Thursday,  held  that  the 
fees  of  $500  for  wholsesalers  and  $100  for  retailers  are  "ar"bi trarj'-,  unr-eason- 
a"ble,  unconstitutional  and  void,^    They  have  "been  in  effect  for  46  years. 

The  State  Board  of  Finance  and  Revenue,  an  agency  of  the  Treasury  and 
Revenue  Departments,  ruled  the  dealers  are  eligi"ble  for  refunds. 

From  Denver  (Colo.)  Post,  Jan,  28  - 

OFFICIALS  WJK  OIT  C'LAIMS  OF  BEET  GROV/ERS  -  Washington  -  Agriculture  De- 
partment officials  declined  Tuesday  to  commit  themselves  on  the  question  of 
compensating  sugar  "beet  .:^rov/ers  for  losses  on  la"bor  contracts  with  Mexican 
nationals  last  fall  when  severe  snowstorms  impeded  the  harvesting  of  crops 
in  the  Rocky' Mountain  Snrpirc, 

Earlier,   department  experts  declared  they  would  favcr  reim'bursing  the 
growers  for  actual  salaries  paid  the  "beet  workers  "but  they  were  .du"bious  a"bout 
the  possi"faility  of  meeting  su"bsistcncc  pa.ymcnts.    This,  they  argued,  v/ould 
crc^.-^.tc  a  precendent  which  might  "be  costly. 

The  agriculture  officials  said  they  expected  to  deliver  their  final  opinion 
soon  after  they  received  a  copy  of  the  measure  which  Representative  J,  Edgar 
Chonoweth  introduced  in  the  hou^e  Monday,    This  measure  calls  for  the  reim- 
"bursemont  of  growers  "both  for  su"bsistcnce  and  salary  payments. 

From  the  ^fceeling  (¥.Va,)  Intelligencer,  Jan,  29.  -  ' 

FARI'i  SURPLUSES  _  Sditorial  -  Among  ether  hang-over  pro"blems  from  war  now 
pressing  for  congressional  solution  is  that  of  farm  surpluses.  In  order  to  en- 
courage American  farmers  to  prodigious  production  efforts  for  food  for  "both 
Americans  and  their  allies,   Congress  o"bligated  the  Government  to  support  at  90 
percent  of  parity,   the  price  of  certain  "basic  food  crops  during  the  period  of 
hostilities  "and  for  two  years  thereafter,"  Certainly  at  the  very  least  this 
experience  shojld  he  a  warning  to  the  Goverrjnent  to  get  out  of  the  crop  control 
and  price  control  "business  altogether  when  the  present  period  of  o"bligation  has 
ended. 
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JroKi  Madison  (Wise,)   Capital  Times,  Jan,  28  -  '         '  ■  :  . 

T'fiiO^S  SSHIiro  TIE  MOViil  TO  DECOITTROL  SUGkRl  -  Editorial  -  The  state  senate 
ha.s  adopted  and  sent  to  the  asscml3l7  a  resolution  memorializing  congress  to 
lift  all  controls  on  sugar.     This  is  in  keeping  v/ith  the  RcpuTDlican  drive  to 
wreck  sugar  controls  was  seen  in  this  statc^     The  state  senate  had  hardly  got 
dcv/n  to  husinesswhen  Sen,  Warren  Knowloc,   the  Republican  floorlcadcr,  offered 
a  resolution  asking  Congtcss  to  v/ipe  them  out.     The  Repuhlican  majority,  serv- 
ing the  sane  special  interest  groups  that  Rcpuhlicans  served  nationally  when  • 
they  gutted  the  whole  price  control  program, hammered  the  resoi^ition  through 
'the  ser^tCo  '  ' 

From  G-rand  Rapids  (Mich.)  Herald,  Jan.  28  - 

....  TAY^OI'I  OIT  'PIAISJIHG'  _  Editorial  -  The  situation  of  Michigan  farmers, 
who 'with  their  eyes  on  the  market  and  their  feet  on  the  ground,  produced  in 
1946  just  ahout  the  right  number  of  potatoes  to  supply  noarhy^  consumers,  offers 
a  striking  contrast  to  the  Federal  '^planning"  which  nationally  is  resulting 
in  the  dur;Tping  of  some  20,000,000  "bushels  of  surplus  potatoes. 

Only  now  is  the  G-overnment  waking  up  to  the  fallacy  of  encouraging  a  crop 
grown  to  a  price  guarantee  without  a  pr-^ducticn  limit,      Washington  faces  are 
very  red.    An  over-production  of  100,000,000  hushcls  and  a  cost  of  $80,000,000 
in  price—support  expenditures  cannot  he  laughed  off. 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  now  is  telling  Congress  what  should. have 
"been  done  and  what  will  have  to  he  done  if  his  Eepartment  is  to  carry  out  the 
statutory  guarantee  of  90  per  cent  of  parity  in  most  farm  prices.    He  will 
need  to  have  the  power  to  control  production  in  vital  lines,  including  potatoes, 
as  has  "been  done  in  the  old—line  ""basic"  crops, 

From  Indianapolis  (ind.)  News,  Jan,  2?  - 

POTATO  ECONOMICS  -  Editorial  -  Many  Aaericans  must  have  gasped  when  they 
learned  that  the  country  is  going  to  chuck  some  20,000,000  "bushels  of  potatoes 
into  the  dump,     Tlie  miovc  appears  to  "be  a  foolish  waste  of  one  'of  the  world^  s 
"best  food  staples.    And,   in  a  way,  it  is  foolish;  hut  it  has  to  "bo  done. 

The  war  is  the  reason  for  the  potato  surplus.     In  order  to  stimulate  food 
production,   the  .government  promised  farmers  to  keep  the  price  of  their  products 
up' for  the  duration  and  two  years  thereafter.     It  v/as  a  fair  deal,   for  the 
farmer  was  forced  to  work  long  hours  and  to- make  out  with  poor  equipment  and  to 
give  up  his  soil  conservation  program.     The  country  dj-cw  on  his  future  and  it 
was  only  fair  to  see  him  through. 

The  experience  shows  why  "both  farmers  and  "businessmen  hepe  that  the  farm, 
economxy  of  the  country  will  soon  "be  freed  of  su"bsidy  support  and  estii"blishcd 
on  a  supply— and- demand  foundation. 
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(The  newspapers  aiad  magazines  i3TOm.j/hi(en  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Servi.cey  Room  I'^Xl^J'  Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 

From  New  .York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Feb.  5  -/ 

MEAT,  DAIRY  PRICES  UP  , ON  I'TESTERN  COLD  WA\^-Zero  vreather  and  storms  in 
the  T/est  and  northv/est  are  pushing  dairy  and  meat  prices  up  rapidly  by  delaying 
food  shipments  to  major  marketing  centers. 

During  the  past  week,  butter  prices  have  gone  up  about  8^-c  a  pound  at 
the  principal  wholesale  miarkets,  eggs  have  risen  about  Ic,  beef  |l-and  pork 
shoulders  $2  a  hmdred  pounds,  and.  hogs  about  50c  a  hundred  vreight. 

These  advances  have  not  yet  been  fully  reflected  in  retail  prices, 
■  Trade  sources  say  that  it  mil  take  at  least  a  few  weeks  after  the  bad  weather 
spell  is  over  before  normal  supply  conditions  will  be  established. 


SUGAR  CONTROL  EITEIJSION  SEEN-Sugar  industry  executives  are  fairly  certain 
that  follovdng  President  Truman's  request  Congress  mil  continue  rationing  controlJ 
on  sugar,  at  least  to  the  year-end. 

The  opposition  to  controls  by  beet  sugar  interests  has  subsided  and  the 
cane  growers  in  Louisiana  and  other  areas  for  the  most  part  favor  continuation 
of  controls,  ■  ■ 

In  view  of  the  decision  due  by  the  courts  on-  a  pending  case  v/hich  could 
upset  the  sugar  rationing  program,  it  is  oelieved  tiiat  Congress  Td.ll  act  soon 
and  clarify  the  present  law  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  elimination  of  controls 
by  court  action. 

Sugar,  mean?;hile,  continues  ^in  light  demand,  with  supplies  more  than 
ample  to  meet  the  ration  evidence  becom.ing  available. 


RICE  CONTROLS-The  Department  of  Agriculture' is  backing  the  President's 
request  of  continued  power  to  allocate  scarce  foods,  particularly  rice,  but 
indicates  that,  mth  the  decrease  in  UNRRA  operations,  some  change  in  set 
asides  might  be  forthcoming. 


BLACKSTRAP  SPUF.TS-Blackstrap  molasses  has  spurted  to  30c  a  gallon  f  .o.b. 
New  Orelans.    Through  "ion  exchange"  manufacturers  are  using  the  blackstrap  to 
make  a  "water  white"  edible  syrup. 

The  demand  is  heavy  for  Louisiana  molasses  because  the  Cuban  product 
by  the  terms  of  an  agreem.ent  with  the  United  States  is  to  go  into  feed, 

(Other  items  from  today's  Ne?;  York 
Journal  of  Comjnerce  appear  on  page  " 
2  of  the  Digest.) 
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From  i^ew  York  Journal  of  Corjnerc'e,  Feb,  5  - 

PERMANENT  SUPPORT  PRICE  LAV.f  HELD  VITAL  OF  US  Y'OOL  GROV^ER-In  order  to 
bolster  the  domestic  rrool  gro"vver's  deteriorating  position^  market  sources  here 
believe  that  Government  action  on  two  main  issues  is  required  before  April, 
The  present  base  period  for  parity  of  1909-191A  must  be  changea,  they  stated, 
and  wool  growers  should  be  included  unaer  a  permanent  support  price  law. 

Along  v/ith  this,  it  was  suggested,  the  Commodity  Credit  Corp,  should  be 
given  authorization  to  sell  below  the  paritj^  price,  as  was  recommended  recently 
by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P,  Anderson,    Belov-  parity  sales  would  permit 
domestic  wools  again  to  compete  favorably  v,i.th  foreign  tjn-.es  and  would  perm.it 
the  CCC  to  cut  down  on  its  raw  wool  stocks  currently  esti.mated  at  about  500,000,- 
000  pounds. 


TURPENTINE      PORT  RUSH  EXPECTED-A  rush  of  export  business  in  turpentine 
was  predicted  yesterday  by  naval  stores  producers  and  dealers  follordng  the 
removal  of  gun  and  wood  turpentine,  dipentene,  pine  oil  and  about  fifty  other 
commodities  from  the  list  of  items  subject  to  export  control. 


From  Nev;  York  Times,  Feb,  5  - 

U.S.  SPEEDS  NITRATE  IMPORTATION  FOR  FERTILIZER-Washington-Representative 
Frank  W.  Boykin,  Democrat,  of  Alabama,  said  today  that  the  Grace' Steamship 
Company  had  diverted  four  of  its  Latin-American  freighters  to  transport  Chilean 
nitrate  to  help  alleviate  an  acute  shortage  of  fertilizers  in  this  country. 
He  added  that  the  ^'^aritime  'Commission  had  requested  the  diversion.  Fifteen 
ships  from  the  commission's  reserve  fleet  are  scheduled  to  sail  soon  to  bring 
in  500,000  tons  of  nitrate  before  July  1. 


SOY  BEAN  MEAL  SLUi.'.PS:  PRICES  OEF  i  ROL  ;;^107  ^  TON  10  ^37  TO  '^59  IN  OiAfiA- 
Omaha-The  price  of  soybean  meal,  highly  nutritious  livestock  protein  feed, 
has  slumped  from  $107  a  ton  in  m.id-December  on  the  Omaha  market  to  i67  to  $59. 

V/holesalers  said  much  of  the  meal  now  being  offered  is  "resell  stuff" 
from  retailers  v/ho  bought  too  much  when  the  protein  feed  was  scarce.  The 
market  is  crovfded  vrith  re-sellers,  wholesalers  asserted.    Mild  weather,  v.hich 
reduced  use  of  the  protein  feed,  also  was  cited  as  a  factor. 


From  Chicago  Daily  Tribme,  Feb,  5  - 

FEDERAL  COURT  FINES  ARMOUR  IN  TIE-IN  SAI-ES-Philadelphia-Armour  &■  Co. 
meat  packer,  vras  fined  $3,^00  yesterday  in  United  States  District  court  after 
its  conviction  on  17  charges  of  conspiring  to  force  tie-in  sales  during  the  v/ar 
time  food  shortage, 

Counsel  for  the  company  said  the  conviction  and  sentence  probably  would 
be  appealed  to  the  Circuit  court. 
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From  Chicago  Journal  of  Coniacrcc,  Jan»  28  — 

THIO'S  CSREAL  PHICSS  S3Si'  ASOVLJ  PARITY;  FOBUKm  K3:'2]DS  PLAC2D  ims.  U,  S. 
C.-PACITY  FOR  1947-48  DELIVIDKi      ¥ashing.ton  -  In  sharp  contrast  to  predictions  of 
many  government  and  private  grain  experts,  an  economist  extremely  close  to  the 
world  food  situa.tion  today  predicted  that  the  foreign  demand  for  cereals  will  keep 
prices  a,TDcve  support  levels  at  least  through  the  194^7-48  ■  crop  year, 

"The  world  supply  situa,tion  for  cereal  grains  .will  show  no  improvement  on 
July  1  from  a  year  ago,"  he. stated,  adding  that  the -demand  from  cash-paying 
foreign  cla.imojits  in  the  coming  crop  year  will  still  run  close  to  United  States 
delivery  capacity,         •  ; 

He  admits  thr.t  all  farm  comjaodity  prices  v;ill  decline  in  the  coming  year,,  tut 
docs  not  "believe  they  well  go  telow  90  per  cent  of  parity^  ■ 

From  Dallas  (Tex.)  Timer-Herald,-  Jan.  28-  .    •  " 

COTTOIT  IZM  PEAISI]  SJCfCTAEY  Ai'IlSRSOH  -  Dallas  cotton  men  Tuesday  had  nothing 
"but  pra.ise  for  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P,  Anderson  and  the  manner  in 
which  ho  has  hs-ndlcd  the  disposal  of  surplus  cotton  following  Mr,  Andcrsv-n' s  ■ 
address  "before  mom"bers  of  the  Dallas  Cotton  Exchange  here  Monday, 

"w'e  feel  thp.t  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  man  v/ho  "believes  in  free  enterprise  a,nd  wants 
to  get  the  government  out  of  the  cotton  "business  as  quiclcly  as  .possi"ble,  "  Edmund 
J.  K.n>ui,  president  of  the  Dallas  Cotton  Exchange,   said  Tuesday.     Mr,  ICahn  pre- 
sided a.t  the  Dalla-s  Athletic  Cru"b  luncheon  and  introduced  the'  Secreta.ry, 

"Mr,  Anderson  ha.s  handled  the  sa-le  of  government  cotton  satisfactorily,  in  a 
manner  fa,ir  to  the  cotton  trade  and  to  the  nation,  "  I^Ir.  Kahn  said* 

From  ITew  Orlen,ns,  (La.)  Tines-Picayune,  Jan.  29  - 

FAILUSE  TO  DISCLOSE  SUQA.Il  FACTS  BLAI>/ISD  FOR  COi^JFUSIOlT;  IHDUSTRY'  SPCKESTIAI'T  HITS 
AlIDSRSOil' S  SILEiTCS  _  Failure  of  Secretary  of  AgricjJturc  Clinton  P,  Anderson  to 
disclose  the  salient  facts  of  the  sugar,  situation,  lias  so-  "beclouded  and  confused^ 
the  entire  pro"blem  that  neither  the  industry,  the  Congress  nor  the  consumer  can 
come  to  any  sensi'ble  conclusion  a"bout  when  or  how  rationing;  of  suga.r  should  end* 

This  was  the  conclusion' Tuesday  of  Charles  P.  ■  Farwcll, _ president  of  Milliken 
anl.  Farwell,  Inc.,  large  Louisiana  suga-r  concern  and  long-time  worker  for  the 
"benefit  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  producers  and  ma.nufacturer s, 

"I'/c  all  v/a-nt  sugar  rationing  to  end  as  soon  as  reasona'Dly  possible  without 
hurting  the  industry  or  the  consumer,     Carta,inly  we  do  not  v/ant  run-away  market 
prices  such  as  ha.s  sometimes  preva,ilcd  in  the  "black  ma.rkets,  "  declared  Mr,  Far- 
well,    ""but  as  the  situa-tion  now  stands,  with  Sccr-etary  Anderson  refusing  to  tell 
us  hov/  much  sugar  is  to  "be  shipped--to  undisclosed  "European  countries,  no  one  can 
ca.lculate  whr  t  •  supplies  are  or  should  "be  availa"ble  to  the  Amcrica.n  pu"blic,  " 

From  Lev/iston  (Me,)  Sun,  Jan,  27  - 

lEaT  EiLRli  POLICY?  -  Editorial  -  The  people  of  the  United  States  —  as  food 
consumers  —  together  with  Congress  ought  to  do  some  thinking  p-hout  what  kind  of  a 
permanent  fa.rm  policy  v;c  s"hall  ha.ve.     The  word  "permanent"  is  used  "beca-use  ever 
since  1930  m-imcrous  policies' have  "been  tried.     The  country  ha.s  seen  a  high-tariff 
policy,    A  lo\\^-tariff  policy,  a  policy- of  scarcity  put  in. effect  "by  Henry  I'lTalla-ce, 
a  policy  of  management  from  "Washington  with  penalties  for  ■  over-production,  a 
policy  during  the  war  of  all-out  production,  and  now  a  policy  of  farm-price  support 
through  government  funds.     It's  hard  to  say  v/hich  one  worked  the  worst. 
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POTATO  DUIvIPIl-TG  _  Editorial  -  Tho  Department  of  Agriculture  has  authorized 
the  •farmers  to  dujrip  all  their  low-grade  and  deteriorating  potatoes  v/hich  pj-e 
stored  under  J'cdero.l  price-supporting  loans.     Its  ain  is  to  help  the  farncr-s 
to  dispose  of  their  sc-callcd  surplus  potatoes,  estimated' at  a"bcut  45,000,000 
"bushels.    The  Department  hopes  to  "be  a"ble  to  use  ahout  25,000,000  "bushels,  in 
one  way  or  another.     It  evidently  expects  that  the  remaining  20,000,000  v/ill  "be 
lost  through  the  dwaping  program. 

There  is  no  sense  in  criticizing  the  officials  v/ho  guessed  wrong  atout  the 
demand  for  potatoes  or  about  the  size  of  crop  to  Tdg  needed.  Hoi ther  is  there  any 
good  reason  for  "blaming  the  farmers,   in  Maine  and  elsewhere,  for  "brc^lcing  records 
of  production  last  year.    Further,  the  government's  price-support  program  is  not 
to  "be  condemned  offhand. 

There  is,  however,  good  reason  for  criticizing  the  government  for  the  way  in 
which  it  has  mishandled  the  surplus  potato  crop.    As  darly  as -last  Octo'bcr, 
Senator  Brcv;ster  of  I-Iainc  was  appealing  to  the  Pedera.1  gov.  rrjncnt  for  prompt  a,id 
in  storing,   dehydrating  and  in  otherwise  disposing  of  potatoes,  without  v;aste. 
But  the  mighty  Federal  gevernmcnt  was  not  equal  to  the  task.     Delay  damage, 
dumping  —  th^-'.t' s  the  Federal  record. 

From  Louisville  (Ky,)   Cutirier- Journal,  Jan,  30  -  ' 

Ail  Ul'TUSUAL  LIiSl.UP  Ilv'  THL]  SUQA.Il  DEDA'TE  -  Editorial  -  The  axray  of  pressure 
groups  on  the  issue  of  sugar  rationing  is  startingly  unorthodox.     This  Is  "because 
the  housewives,  who  would  suffer  most  were  rationing  suspended,  arc  the  very  ones 
whose  demands  for  it  are  most  insistent.     The;/"  are  employing  all  sorts  of 
emotional  appeals  involving  cake  and  cand;/  for  the  children.     They  are  content 
to  "believe  that  we  are  shipping  their  sugar  off  to  feed  foreigners,  and  that  if 
rationing  v/ere  removed,   there  v;ould  "be  plenty  of  sugar  for  everylDody,  Those 
women  are  voters,  and  they  have  had  their  effect  on  some  Congressmen, 

On  the  other  side  of  the  controversy  is  the  sugar  industry,  standing  strangely 
with  the  i^oov  remnant  of  ;bhe  0,P,A,  Earl  B,  Wilson,  president  of  the  California 
and  Hawaiian'  Sugar  E-ef  ining  Company,  has  warned  that  the  1947  sugar  supply  in  this 
country  is  1,000,000  tons  (not  pounds,  mind  you)  short  of  pu"hilic  demand.  A"banr- 
donr-icnt  of  rationing;  he  says,  would  "bring  "back  the  40-cent  pound  of  sugar  which 
shocked  the  housewife  a,fter  World  ¥ar  I,    The  implications  Lire  clear. 

From  St,  Paul  (Minn,)  Pioneer  Press,  Jan.- 29  -       '  ■ 

POH  EXTEiJDIlT&  SUGAR  COl'ITROL  -  Editorial  -  All  "branches  of  the  food  industry 
represented  at  the  convention  of  the  ITational  American  l^.olesale  Grocers 
association  in  Atlantic  City  last  week  were  strongly  in  favor  nf  extending  sugar 
rationing  and  price  control  "beyond  March  31,   the  present  expiration  date.  Dele- 
gates predicted  that  if  the  law  is  allowed  to  lapse  on  that  date,   the  "1S20  do- 
"baclc"  will  "be  repeated. 

Propagandists  for  decontrol  have  tried  to  Dcrsuadc  housewives  and  home  canners 
that  more  sugar  v;ill  come  on  the  market  if  controls  arc  lifted.     This,  they  main?- 
tain,  would  ena"ble  American  "buyers  to  outhid  the  rest  of  the  world  and  thorc"by 
o"btain  the  lion' s  share  of  the  sugar  ra,ised  in  Cu"ba  a,nd  other  export  countries. 
That,  however,  would  not  necessarily  mean  more  sugar  on  American  ta"bles,  liost 
market  experts,  _  in  fact,  "believe  there  would  "bo  less,  not  more,'  with  much  of  the 
total  supply  disappearing  into  sj^eculative  channels  where  it  would  "be  withheld 
from  the  market. 
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(The  neTj-spapers  arfeTmagazines  from  i/irhich  these  agricultural,  items,  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Ser-vace,  Room  414A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  Nev:  York  Times,  Teb.  6  -  •  ■ 

TO  ISSL^  10  POUl^DS  OF  SUGAR  ON  APRIL  1;  PRICE  BRANCH  OF  OTC  SAYo  IT  IS 
CERTAIN  THEP.E  ',ILL  BE  MORE  OF  PRODUCT  IK  "/VV-The  Office  of  Temporary  Controls 
said  today  that  the  first  ten-pound  sugar  stamp  y.-'ili  become  effective  on  April 
1,    The  current  stamps  call  for  iive  pounds. 

The  price  administration  branch  stated  that  it  "seems  fairly  certain 
there  Trill  be  more  sugar  this  year,  but  due  to  uncertainty ■ over  the  size  of 
the  anticipated  increase,  it  Tvas  unaole  as  yet  to  fix  the  expiration  date 
of  the  ten-pound  stamp," 

Announcement  V'.-'as  made  that  all  sugar  stamps  x^alidated  after  April  1  i-vill 
be  good  for  ten  poiuids  and  that  the  currently  valid  stamp  No,  $3j  good  for  only 
five  pounds  Tv-ould  expire  at  Midnight  March  3I  so  that  the  trade  "1'\t.11  not  have 
to  handle  both  five  and  ten  pound  stair.ps  at  the  sam.e  time.    The  home-canni.ng 
provision  T.-as  declared  off  for  the  year  1947. 


TO  ACT  ON  JDOT-AivD-MOU'TH  STUDY-17ashington-The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
agreed  today  to  study  a  request  that  it  investigate  an  outbreak  of  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  in  cattle  areas  of  Mexico,    Chairman  Arthur  Capper  of  Kansas 
said  he  v/ould  appoint  a  subcomjr.it tee  of  five  to  consider  the  proposal  of  Senator 
Kenneth  S.  ^^fiherry  of  Nebraska  for  a  special  inquiry  and  a  recommendation  for 
preventive  action  /ij  the  A.griculture  Department.    Senate  approval  would  be  requir- 
ed      prior  to  a  full  Investigation. 


eUEBS  ON  USE  OF  CORN  BY  DISTILLERS  LIFTED-Washing-ton-Restrictions  on  the 
use  of  corn  by  distillers  "vvere  lifted  today  by  the  Department  of  Agricultui'e, 
effective  at  midnight  tonight. 


From  The  New  York  Journal  of  Comm.erce,  Feb.  6- 

'    RlRI\ii-INT3USTRY  BO^LCAR  CLAIMS  CLuSH  HEiiD-ONt  GR/iIN  EXPORT  PROGFa.F  THREATENS 
TO  FORCE  PLANT  CLOSINilS  SOON--ashington-Industrial  and  agricultural  claims 
for  boxcars  have  finally  met  head  on,  with  no  indication  that  any  substantial 
easing  of  the  situation  can  be  expected  in  the  next  ferrm.onths, 

'ath  record  quantities  of  grain  moving  for  export  under  a  Government 
programi,  industrial  areas  are  beginning  to  complain  that  car  shortages  vdll 
soon  force  plant  shutdoT/ns,  or  at  least  reduced  production. 

Not  only  are  agriculture  spokesmen  putting  in  their  claim  for  still  more 
cars  to  move  grain,  particularly  from  the  Minnesota  and  Dakota  areas,  but  Con- 
gressmen from;  industrial  areas,  and  particularly  from  Ohio,  are  complaining 
that  already  too  many  cars  have  been  allotted  to  the  grain  export  program. 
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From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Fob,  6- 

KirOTSON  ORDERS  REVIEV'  OF  TRADE  PACTS  PROGR/^M-V'ashington-Cliairman  Knut^on 
(Rep,  Minn.)  of  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  today  ordered  a  reviev/  of 
the  Administration's,  reciprocal  trade  program, 

—         His  announcement  came  after  the  comjnittee' s  Republican  members  met  vlth 
Spreaker  ^'^artin  fKep.  Mass,)  behind  closed  doors, 

Knutscn  set  the  hearing  for  Feb.  24,  and  said ' representatives  of  the  State 
Department — Presumably  led  by  Undersecretary  Will  Clayton-==7a3.1  be  called  in 
to  explain  the  operations  oi  the  prOj^jram., 


FAM  lABOR-American  farms  mil  need  90,000  foreign  laborers  for  seasonal 
work  in  addition  to  domestic  labor,  USDA  Labor  Branch  spokesman  tull  House 
committee,  and  Federal  aid  in  importing  the  workers  is  needed. 


T^om  The  Wall  Street  Journal,  Feb,  6  - 

G;-J:JIJERS  DILm-Ll-TKEJ  ASK:  "HO"'  T'lUC-  PRODUCE  TO  PUT  UP  IN  »;47£i-S3T:  Fi^ancisco- 
Wanted:    a  crystal  ball  that  vdll  show  the  canned  foods  supply  dem.and  situation 
next  3,vine»    Send  all  offers  to  California  packers. 

The  big  p'lckers  are  gror^ing  uncertainly  on  how  much  spin"ch,  asparagus, 
tomatoes  and  other  foods  to  put  up  for  the  public  this  year.    Tlify  haven t  fa.ced 
this  decision  since  prewar  lays;  all  they  coifLd  pack  in  recent  years  v;as 
readily  saleable, 

Nov/  the  packers  are  closely  watching  the  movement  of  their  goods  right  on 
dcATi  to  your  dinner  table.    Actually  they  have  sold  most  of  their  recent  pack; 
but  v;holesa.lers '  warehouses  are  bulging  with  canned  goods  and  retailers' 
shelves  are  full. 

Packers  know  that,  though  the  public's  appetite  for  canned  goods  is 
huge,  there  is  frequent  resistance  to  higher  prices.    Yet  they  fear  prices  of 
vegetables  to  be  canned  in  the  approaching  season  may  be  pushed  even  higher. 
Packers'  costs  are  going  up,  not  down. 


From.  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  Feb,  6  - 

U.S.  FOOD  TO  C-EREVNS  RISES-Ecrlin-The  /unerican  Military  Governmiont  announ- 
ced to'.iay  that  food  imports  from  the  United  States  to  feed  Germans  in  Wiitcu 
States  occupied  territory  amounted  to  193, GOO  tons  in  January,    This  v^as  the 
highest  monthly  total  since  tho  bt^.ginning  of  the  occupation.    Most  of  the  Januarj' 
receipts  were  flour  arid  grains. 


WOOL  BELIE\^;S  PRICES  IN  I'M'-Y  LINES  TOO  Iff GH-Chicago-Price  in  many  lines 
of  consumer  goods  are  too  liigh  and  should  come  do"V'Tn.,  General  Robert  E.  Wood, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Soars,  Roebuck  ^  Co.,  said  t^day.at  a  conference  ^n 
distribution  cmducted  by  the  Chicago  Association  of  Comm.erce  and  Inilustry. 
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From  'Atlanta  (Journal,  Feb,  2  — 

HAVj,  a  potato?  -  'J>.'jent;/  million  bushels  of'  potatoes  which  the  taxpayers 
of  the  United  States  bcughc  from  ^roi-vers  under  the  government's  farm  price 
support,  program/  are  going  ■co  be  destro.yed.    Ilillicns  and  Jii3.11ions  of  other 
bushels  of  potatoes  so  bought  are  going  to  be  given  or  sold  at  a  song  for 
various  and  sundry  more  or  less  useful  purpos'es. 

These  surplus   idllions  ^f  bushels  came  about  beca:,.se  the  government 
guarantee  of  90  per  cent  of  parity  made  potato  grov^ing  so  profitable  that 
farmers  produced  100,000,000  bushels  more  than  could  be  disposed  of  practically, 

Tlie  same  sort  of  thing  vjill  be  happening  in  other  crops  this  year 
and  next  year,  .cor  the  government  price  guarantees  ijvill  hold  good  for  ti;o 
years  after  the  formal  end  of  the  xvar. 

The  farm  bloc  in  Congress  might  well  give  a  little  thought  to  the 
prospect  and  take  ap;jropriate  steps  to  protect  the  taxpayers  .from  a  severe 
rooking.    If  they  permit  tho.t  'to  happen,  it  night  be  there  will  be  a  revulsion 
of  public  opinion  v.^hich  will  scrap  zhe  v;hole  price  supoort  system. 


From  Llobile  Register,  Jan.  30 

■yii.  ANDdlPcSON'S  FAii:  POLICIES  —  On  the  subject  of  "Adjusted  Farm 
Policies,"  the  Dallas  I'orning  Mev;s  remarks  editorialljr: 

"Secretary  (of  Agricult'ore)  /diderson' s  suggestion  that  the  farmer 
as-  soon  as  possible  be  permtted  to  stand  on  hns  o^.^.n  feet  as  the  price 
situation  adivats  itself  to  postwar  conditions  majr  cost  him  some  friends  on 
the  farm, 

"Doubtless  it  will  gain  him  the  sup'^ort  of  progressive  farmers, 
who  long  ago  realised  that  continued  federal  control  and  artificial  price 
supports  are  not  the  solution  of  the  agricultural  problem.     The  secretary  of 
agriculture  continues  to  show  miuch  courage  in  going  counter"  to  various 
policies  and  er-qoedients  adopted  dv.ring  Llew  Deal  yecj?s , 

"It  is  time  to  thin!:  about  letting  agricultural  nroduction  mal'ce'the 
needed  economic  adjustments  in  keeping  with  the  J. aw  of  supply'  and  demand, 
Stepped-up  protection  would  only  further  complicate  matters.    The  long-range 
program  as  to  agricultural  policies  sug,  ested  by  Secret-:\ry  Anderson  to  get 
the  producer  back  on  his  "own  feet  doubtless  ■'.ould  satisfy  ^iiore  farmers  than 
the  existing  arrangement, 

"Such  a  program,  too,  v*ou]..d  be  fairer  to  the  consufiiing  public," 


From  Houston  Post,  Jan.  31  — 

FOOT  Ai!D  AOUTH  THR  :-.T  —  Reports  of  th-  spread  of  foot  and  mouth  disease 
in  IIe:d-co  bring  remilniscent  sliudders  to  South  Te::-,ns  ivho  witnessed  :.he  siege 
of  that  terrible  scouj^age  in  bhi:.;  section  in  about  1924.     They  remem.ber  how 
valuable  cattle,  e.xposed  to  the  disease,  were  killed  by  the  kindreds  Emd  buried 
in  long  trenches  dug  on  the  ranges.    Milk  from  cows  in. the  affected  areas  was 
condemned;  haj''  was  not  a].]. owed  to  be  hauled  out  of  any  of  the  quarantined 
.counties,  ■         '  •  . 

It  is  e:d:.remely  important  that  ever;"  reasonable  precaution  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the    mew  liexican  -epidemic  across  the  Rio  Grande,  And' 
the  place  in  '.vhich  t"i:e  preventive  efforts  should  be  concentrated  novj  in.liexico. 

Secretary  of  ..griculture  Clinton  Anderson,  in  Houston  for  the  Fat  Stock 
show,  evinced  a  deep  interest  in  the  problem  and  a  determi.nation  to  do  everything 
possible  to  '.eep  the  disease  out  of  tiiis  country, 
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From  Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Journal,   Jen,   30  - 

THE  POTATO  SC^Jv^DAL  -  Editorial  -  The  United  Strtes  todey  hp.s  some  45,000,000 
bushels  nf   surplus  potatoes,   held  under  p-overnment  price  supporting  loans.     Lest  fall 
there  were  millions  of  bushels  more,  but  these  were  left  in  the  fields  because,  of 
lack  of  storage.     The  p-overnment  hes  directed  farmers  to  dump  their  Ioy:  errade  and 
deteriorating  stock,   estimated  at  20,000,000  bushels.     They  y:ill  be  pcid  for  sorting:; 
and  will  then  get  90%  of  parity  for  what  they  discard.     It  is  hoped  that  the  other 
25,000, 000  bushels,  which  mil  also  be  paid  for  at  90%  of  parity,  msy  be  used  for 
free  school  lunches,  livestock  feed,   starch  and  relief  exports. 

VJhat  a  sorry  picture  this  is  --  half  the  world  hungry  and  potato  prices  here 
so  high  that  many  families  cannot  buy  all  they 'need,  yet  there  is  e  so-called  45,000, 
000  bushel  "surplus." 

The  government  guessed  wrong  about  potatoes,  so  now  it  stf^^nds  to  lose  millions 
of  dollars  paying  for  its  gam.ble,  mth  no  benefit  to  consumers,   here  or  abroad,  and 
with  the  potato  gromng  farmer  demoralized  by  the  waste. 


From  Miami     (Fla.)  Herald,  Feb.   1  -  '      .     •  ' 

IT  DOESN'T  iVIAKE  SENSE-Edi torial  -  In  this  day  or  near -starvation  in  many  lands 
and  inflationary  prices  in  the  most  fortunati>  of  them  it  is  shocking  new  that  20,000, 
000  bushels  of  American  potatoes  probably  will  have  to  be  dumped. 

Granting  that  storage  and  distribution  represents  an  enormously  complex  prob- 
lem, and  that  agricultural   authorities  have  m.ana?;ed  to  utilize  80,000,000  bushels  of 
the  total  crop  surplus,  the  fact  remains  the.t  such  a  fate  for  so  much  food  -represents 
scandalously  bad  planning. 

Certainly  the  Agricultural  Department  must  have  been  a.ware  for  many  months 
that  such  a.  situation  was  to  confront  potato  raisers.     Crop  surpluses  of  that  magni- 
tude don't  come  along  wi,t]^out  warning.     And  in  some  way  those  20,000,000  bushels 
ought  to  have  been  gotten  to  the  many  hungry''  people  in  the  world,   either  to  be  eaten 
on  the  table  or  fed  to  livestock  that  would  in  turn  provide  more  food.   .   .  . 

The  situation  has  the  same  bad  economic  odor  that  went  with  Henry  Wallace's 
campaign  to  ra.ise  the  standard  of  living  by  burninr  crops  and  killing  pigs. 


From  Dallas  (Tex.)  News,  Feb.   1  - 

JIATIONaL  COTTON  COUNCIL-Editorisl  -  Althoue-h  some  tv/enty  years  late  in  its 
cam.paim  to  restore  American  cotton  to  its  former  rightful  olace  in  domestic  and 
vforld  economy,   it  m.ust  be  admitted  genera.lly  tbat  the  National  Cotton  Council  is 
makini"  a  valient  fight  against  the  steady  encroachment  of  synt^ietic  and  other  fibers. 

•       •  ■ 

Federal  government  policies,  which  led  to  the  reduction  of  acreage  and  crops, 
are  now  causing  an  actual  cotton  shortage  at  home  and  abroad  at  a  time  when  foreign 
cotton  demand  is  rising.     Nor  is  there,  my  likelihood  of  greatly  increased  cotton 
acreage  in  this  country  as  lonsr  as  mechanized  methods  enable  farmers  to  make  more 
money  from  wheat,  grain  sorghumis,  flax  and  rice  than  from  cotton  which  still  has  to 
be  gathered  by  hand  at  a  price  almost  prohibitive  in  comparison  'A'ith  other  staple 
crops.     There  still  is  too  much  antiquated  thinking  about  cotton  which  must  be  rot 
rid'  of. 
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(Tlie  nevrspapers-^  an'd  magazines  from  v/hich  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  ar  3  on  file  in  ^ess  Service,  Room  414A.,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  60.31) 

Prom  Nev  York  Times,  Feb*  7  - 

SEANTORS  OFPER  V'ORID-TRADE  PLAN-VANDENBERG  AND  fflLLIKIN  ASK  FOR  A  P/.RTY 
COIJIPROI/IISE  ON  RECIPROCAL  AGREEMENTS-Tfeshington-Two  Republican  Senators  at  key 
posts  will  take  int'.i  the  open  tomorrow  their  fight  for  peace  in  a  controversy 
over  tariff  policy  which  threatens  to  split  the  new  Congressional  majorities 
into  warring  camps.    They  are  Senators  Arthur  H,  Vandenberg,  president  pro  ' -o 
tempore  of  the  Senate  and  chairman  of  its  Foreign  Relations  Committee  and 
Eugene  D,  Millikin,  chairman  of  the  Republican  conference,  or  organization,  and 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  which  handles  tariff  matters. 

Together  they  y/ill  put  out  formally''  for  jjublic  inspection  their  proposed 
compromise  which  already  has  won  State  Department  acceptance  but  has  been 
snubbed  by  Republican  members  of  the  '."ays  and  Means  Committee,  House  counter- 
part of  the  Senate  finance  body. 

The  compromise,  involving  a  new  procedure  for  negotiating  and  amending 
reciprocal-trade  agreements,  probably  Vv'ill  oe  adopted  by  the  Administration 
regardless  of  Congressional  response.    It  could  be  effected  without  legislation. 


HOOVER  STUDIES  PLAN  FOR  2-7,0NE  FARVEST-Berlin-Herbert  Hoover  arrived 
today  on  his  tour  of  Germany  to  study  food  problems,  and  ?rent  into  an  hour- 
long  conference  vdth  British  and  American  occupation  authorities , 

Mr.  Hoover,  assigned  to  the  study  by  Presidemtn  Truman,  discussed 
the  food  situation  and  its  economic  phases  with  Lieut,  Gen.  Lucius  D,  Clay, 
IMited  States  Deputy  Military  Governor;  Col,  Hugh  Hester,  United  States 
Chief  of  Food  and  Agriculture;  Colonel  Hester's  British  opposite  number, 
C.  A.  Hughes,  and  Gen.       H,  Draper  Jr.,  director  of  the  United  States 
economics  division. 

The  former  President  showed  interest  in  the  availability  and  yield  of 
home  grown  food  in  the  United  States  and  British  zones  and  in  the  problem 
of  food  collection  on  a  bi-zonal  basis. 


7l/^  DAILY  FPRU  NE^S  DIGEST 
'        (For  February  7,  19-47:) 


BUTTER  DROPS  AGAIN  3i  CENTS  V.HOLESALMutter  prices,  which  have  soared 
and  dipped  as  madly  as  a  Coney  Island  roller  coaster,  plunged  3|  cents  at 
wholesale  yesterday  after  many  housev;ives  had  stopped  buying  in  protest  against 
a  6-cent  retail  climb  earlier  this  week. 

(other  items  from  New  York  Times   

appeared  on  page  2  of  the  Digest) 
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From  The  New  York  Times,  Feb,  7  (Continued)  - 

PRICE  FOR  FOODS  DROP  1.2%  IN  'ijEEK-i-ashington-Lover  prices  for  foods  offset 
price  advances  in  most  other  commodity  groups  during  the  week  ended  on  Feb,  1 
with  the  general  level  of  primary  market  prices  unchanged,  according  to  the 
Bureau  of  labor  Statistics,    The  bureau's  index  of  commodity  prices  in  primary 
markets  Y;as  1/^0,3  percent  of  the  1926  average,  O.Q  percent  above  a  month 
earlier,  and  31*^  percent  above  early  February,  lo<d6. 

Average  market  prices  of  farm  products  advanced  0,^  percent  during  the 
week,  but  were  still  0.8  percent  below  a  month  earlier.    On  the  avera.^ie,  farm 
products  were  27.1  percent  above  the  corresponding  v;eek  of  last  year,  . 

The  group  index  for  foods  declined  1,2  percent  during  the  vreek,  rdth 
lovrer  prices  in  all  commodity  groups.    On  the  average,  food  prices  v.rere  1.5 
percent  below  the  first  week  in  January  194-7,  and  UU*U  percent  above  a  year 
ago .  ■ 


From  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Feb,  7- 

BROaDER  support  authority  SOUGHT-' :ashington-Secretary  of  Agriculture 
■^nderson  suggested  to  Congress  last  night  that  the  ^resident  be  given  voider 
authority  in  protecting  the  farm  price  support  program. 

In  a  letter  filed  mth  the  House  Clerk,  he  recommended  a  bill  to  permit 
the  President  to  impose  quotas  and  import  fees  T^hen  an  unusual  flov:  of  imports 
threatens  the  operation  of  a  support  program.    The  quota  could  not  be  set  at 
less  than  50  percent  of  the  average  amount  of  the  product  imported  annually 
in  the  years  1929  through  1933. 

Anderson  as  an  example  cited  the  program,  now  supporting  egg  prices. 
He  said  a  sudden  influx  of  eggs  from  outside  the  country  could  strain  the 
market  to  the  point  where  the  Government's  support  viiould  not  be  sufficient  to 
sustain  a  fair  price  for  eggs , 

Such  a  thing  nevei'  has  happened,  Anderson  said,  but  he  thinks  there 
should  be  a  statutory  means  of  dealing  mth  any  such  emergency. 


SUGi^R  AGREEMENT  ON  EXPORTS  FIXED-Under  interim  prorrams  developed 
yesterday  shipment  of  raw  sugar  from  Puerto  Rico,  and  refined  both  from 
Puerto  Rico  and  Cuba  can  be  started  at  once,  sugar  trade  sources  reported. 
Settlement  of  contracts  had  been  hanging  fire  for  sometim.e. 


From  'fell  Street  Journal,  Feb.  7- 

roOT-AND-KOUTH  PLAGUE  BELOV.''  RIO  GR/IJDE  GIVES  U.S.  CATTLElViEN  JITTERS- 
Houston-The  spectre  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  south  of  the  border  bes  .U.S^ 
livestock  growers  and  dairymen  lying  awake  nights.     Fear  that  it  will  spread 
to  this  country  is  most  acute  in  Texas,    But  it's  not  Texas  alone  that  live- 
stock men  arc  shaking  in  their  boots.    1'he  nervousness  is  nationv/ide. 
Dairymen  in  l/ti-sconsin  are  nervous.    So  are  hog  growers  in  Illinois  and  lo-.-a. 
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Trom  Jacksonville  Tlorida  Times-Union,  ?e"b,  1  -  ■ 

OHAilGS  LlillT.   PLEA  R35TJSSD  BY  AIIDERSOL'  -  Lakeland,  (AP)  -  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Clinton  Anderson  today  denied  a  recommendation  iDy  the  Federal  Mar- 
keting Agreement  Committees  that  movements  of  No,  2  oranges  Tdb  limited  to  not 
more  than  one-third  of  any  one  shipment. 

The  ruling  came  as  a  surprise  to  citrus  ohservers  here  and  m.arked  the 
second  or  third  time  in  recent  years  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  had 
vetoed  a  recommendati.cn  "by  the  committees. 

The  secretary  did  approve  a  recommendation  which  eliminates  size  ITo^  126 
oranges^    The  recommentation  goes  into  ^fect  Monday  "but  it  is  expected  to  make 
only  a  very  slight  dent  in  shipments, 

From  Buffalo  (H.Y.)  News,  Jan,  30  -  .  . 

POTATOES  AITE  PAEii  POLICY  _  The  dumping  of  thousands  of  tons  of  potatoes. 
Agriculture  Department  officials  hasten  to  explain,  is  neither  crime  ifir  hlunder. 
In  answer  to  countless  queries  from  citizens  appalled  hy  this  spectacle  of 
economic  v/aste  v/hile  famine  still  stalks  the  v;orld,   the  Departm.ent  gli"bly  notes: 
(l)     that  the  potato  surplus  can't  iDe  used  for  foreign  relief  Ijecause  degydra^ 
tion  is  too  costly  and  potatoes  otherwise  would  spoil  en  route;  (2)   that  1,000, 
000  "bushels  . already -.-have  gone  into  domestic  relief  (school  lunches,  etc,)  and 
that  charitable  institutions  have  had  a  standing  offer  of  free  potatoes  for 
months;  ( S)   that  ■  the  G-overnmdnt  had  to  pay  for  this  surplus  "becauGe  the  law 
giiaranteed  a  minimum  price  to  growers;  and  (4)   the  Government  couldn't  prevent 
the  overproduction  "because  all  it  -could  control  was  acreage,  whereas  many 
farmers,  assLired.  of  a  hig  price,   changed  to  richer  acres  and  used  fertilizer. 

If  this  explanation  "be  true  in  all  particulars,  it  puts  the  potato— dump- 
ing orgy  in  the  same  category  as  the  v/ar-spent  shot  and  shell,  as  another  small 
example  of  war' s  total  waste;  not  to  mention  Henry  Wallace' s  little  pigs^ 

Prom  Bakersfield  Californian,  Jan,  25  - 

POTATOES  A3S  POOP  -  Editorial  -  Potatoes  stored  under  the  Government's 
price- cup^jort  program,  which  amounted  to  ahout  $80,000,000,  are  now  "being  dumped 
in  such  instances  where  the  deteoriation  i s  exce'-s'iveo     The  plan  will  rid  the 
government,   too,  of  a  reported  45,000,000  "bushel  potato  surplus,  according  to 
Associated  Press  report;  .  It  is  estimated  that  at  least  20,000,000  "bushels  will 
"be  lost  through  dumping,  '  , 

The  Associated  Press  has  it  that  a  hope  exists  to  divert  some  of  the  re- 
maining 25,000,000  "bushels  into  noncommercial  uses,   such  as  school  luncheon 
programs,  relief  experts  and  livestock  feed. 

It  would  seem  a  decided  shame  in  this  day  of  incredi"ble  scientific  advances 
that  this  food  must  "be  wasted.    Millions  of  persons  on  the  face  of  this/glo"be 
are  hungry  today,  yet  at  the  same  time  we  have  the  -oaradox  in  a  Christian  nation 
nf  contempla.ting  the  destruction  of  food  when  people  are  undernourished.  Sure- 
ly we  have  the  "brains  to  solve  this  simple  eq.uation. 
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!From  Water tov/n  (IT.Y.)  Times,  Fet,  I  - 

hILK,  A  Public  KJAITE  utility  -  Sditcrial  -  Tho  coirjnunity  Df  Brantford, 
Ontario,  has  docided  to  make  the  sale  and  distri'buticn  of  milk  a  miunicipal 
service^  It  "is  the -first  city  in  Canada  to  take  this  revolutionary  step, 
Brantford  held  a  puhlic  referondiun  on  the  issue  asking  the  question  —  "Are  you 
in  favor  of  'the  sale  of  milk  and  milk  products  "by  a  pu"blic  utility  coi.imission 
in  the  city  of  Brantford?"    Overwhelmingly,  1,152  votes  to  418  votes,   the  peo- 
ple approved  the  plan, 

Brantford  may  'have  started  somcthinga     The  city  of  Toronto  is  sail  to  "be 
studying  the  proposal*    Milk  in  Toronto  is  nov;  18  cents  a  quarto    A  city  commis- 
sion stud.'ing  the  milk  utility  program  has  stated  that  muncipal  control  v/ould 
cut  the  price  to  eleven    cents,,    Tho  manner  in  which  Brantford  people  voted  for 
city  control  shows  hov;  keenly  people  all  over  feel  ahout  t"ne  price  of  milk, 

!From  Chicago  Ucv/s,  Jan,  31  -  "  •  -  • 

CHSAPZR  MILK  -  Editorial  —  The  price  of  milk  has  come  down  another  cent  a 
quart  in  ChicagOe     It  is  the  second  1-ccnt  reduction  this  miOnth,     The  reduction 
was  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  dairies.     It  follows  cuts  in  the  cost  to  houso- 
wives  of  "butter  and  cheese. 

The  nev/  figure  is  18-g-  cents  a  quart  at  stores,    ?©r  most  milk  delivered  at 
home,   the  price  is  2  cents  higher.     Those  figures  still  leave  milk  a  major  item 
in  the  "budgets  of  young  families,    ITevcrthelcss,  the  reduction  will  "be  v/idely 
welcomed.    It  shows  anew,  at  a  tim.e  when  such_  demonstrations  are  "badly  needed, 
that  prices  adjust  thcmisclves  when  there  is  plentiful  supply  and  consumers 
hold  laack  out  of  regard  for  their  pockethooks. 

If  cuts  of  even  as  little  as  2  cents  can  "be  made  in  midwinter ,afurthcr 
concession  may  reasona'bly  "be  expected  later. 

From  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Star  Journal,   Jan,  29  - 

miTTSI):    MOBE  ILAX  ~  Editorial  -  Farmers  who  have  v/ondered  v/hcther  to  sell 
their  seed  flax  at  present  high  market  prices  or  plant  it  this  spring,   in  the 
hope  that  prices  will  "be  nearly  as  good  at  harvest  time,  need  have  no  fiu'ther 
worries  on  that  su"bjoct.     The  government  is  going  to  support  flax  seed  in  1947 
at  $6  a  "bushel  •(U,S,  No,  1,  f.o,"b.,  Minneapolis).     That  is  $2  mere  than  the  sup- 
port price  announced  last  Soptcmi"bcr, 

The  Bcpartmcnt  of  Agriculture  has  asked  farmers  in  Mi-nnescta,  the  Dakotas 
and  Montana  to  -plant  a  million  more  acres  of  flax  -at  the  expense  of  spring  wheat* 
The  country's  flax  goal  now  is  up  to  5,000,000  acres  for  this  year,  an  increase 
of  a"bout  90  per  cent  ever  the  1946  acreage,  though  1,300,000  acres  less  than  was 
planted  in  1945, 

If  such  an  acreage  goal  can  "be  realized  this  ycrr  —  and  tiiore  is  su'bsta:>- 
tial  agreement  that  it  can  "be  with  the  new  support  price  —  with  norm.al  yields 
the  United  States  should  "be  independent  of  any  large  flax  seed  imports  either 
in  1947'  or  1948, 

So,  farmers  looking  for  a  profita"blc  c^sh  crop  in  1947        a  crop  with  a 
su"bstantial  floor  under  its  price  —  can  turn  to  flax  at  consideralJlc  advantage 
to  themselves. 
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MILY  NEWS  DIGEST  U.S.  DEP/iETNENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(For  February  10,  19^7)         L  Office  of  Information 

,  I  if  /         rtr  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

^  f  (The  newspapers  and  maga'iines  from  which  these  agricultiiral  items  are  taken 

are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  4i4a.    Phone, ^ene  Harrison  at  603I) 


From  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  February  10  - 

12  LB.  SUGAR  RISE  PER  CAPITA  SEEN;  SEN.  LODGE,  MASS.,  PREDICTS  GAIN  ON 
BASIS  OF  STATE'S  FIGURES  -  On  the  basis  of  a  supply  of  1,1+00,000  short  tons  of 
raw  sugar  more  than  a  year  ago  becoming  available  for  U.S.  consmers  in  19^7, 
Senator  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  estimates  that  per  capita  consumption  will  increase 
by  12  pounds.    His  estimate    was  based  on  figures  submitted  by  Undersecretary  of 
State  Clayton  on  Lodge's  inquiry  whether  the  1,UOO,000  tons  of  sugar  would  be  re- 
tained for  this  country,    Said  Clayton: 

"While  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  U.S.  has  a  legal  claim  to  all  the  sugar 
which  it  purchases,  a  decision  to  reserve  the  full  quantity,  or  even  a  dispropor- 
tionately large  share,  for  domestic  consumption  would  be  regarded  by  other  import- 
ing countries  as  a  breach  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  this  Government." 

At  Salt  Lake  City,  Ody  H.  Lamborn,  New  York  sugar  broker,  said  on  Friday 
that  he  viewed  the  "sugar  outlook  for  the  year  more  optimistically  than  ever  before 
because  I  think  we've  gotten  over  the  hump." 

"Sugar  production  ii/sight  for  the  United  States  this  year  is  9,300,000  tons 
compared  with  7,780,000  a  year  ago,"  Lamborn  told  the  beverage  manufacturers. 
"You  may  reasonably  expect  close  to  7,000,000  tons"  for  United  States  consumption 
he  said. 

Lamborn  expressed  approval  of  continuance  of  rationing  but  said  this  should 
be  terminated  by  Jan.  1,  19^8. 


MORE  CROP  LOSSES  FEARED  FROM  COLD  -  Chicago,   (AP)   -  Most  of  the  nation  is 
locked  in  the  grip  of  a  spreading  cold  wave  that  poses  a  new  threat  to  Southern 
vegetable,  citrus  and  tobacco  crops. 

Temperatures  were  below  normal  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Atlantic 
Coa.st  and  freezing  weather  was  bearing  dcTi  again  on  the  tobacco  growing  regions 
of  Georgia  and  the  citrus  and  vegetable  belt  of  Florida. 

Florida,  where  an  unexpected  freeze  damaged  the  vegetable  and  citrus  crops 
Wednesday  night,  was  warned  to  expect  low  ground  temperatui'es  ranging  from  17  to 
38  degrees  by  this  morning. 


TURPm^KNE  USE  RISE  IS  FORECAST  -  New  terpene  chemicals,  now  in  laboratory 
and  pilot  plant  stages  of  development,  foretell  of  a  demand  for  turpentine  which 
will  tax  the  capacity  of  Southern  Naval  Stores  producing  facilities  even  after  the 
world  backlog  of  demand  has  been  filled,  a  spokesman  for  a  large  chemical  producer 
and  consumer  of  the  pine  tree  derivative  said  over  the  week-end. 

He  added,  however,  that  any  wide  use  of  turpentine  will  depend  upon  a 
decline  in  price  from  the  present  abnormally  high  level  of  $1.19  per  gallon, 
f.o.b.  Sdvanne.h. 
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Prom  The  Tew  York  Timer.  ^  I'eo,  10  - 

rJlDUOT^.CN  IS  UE0-3;I)  IN  j'Z.".^TTLlZSE  BXPOST-Washingl  on- A  House  i. gr icult^are  suo- 
comrnittes  dGrianded  tonight  ';hat  the  A-dministration  reduce  the  exx^ort  of  ferti"'.izer 
especially  ■  o  occupied  ccu^a'cr  l-s,  asserting  that  vh  i  B'xpr'^.y  for  -ohis  country  was 
20  pe;.'"ceni   oelow  xhe  d.enai.l 

'n  a  report  submitted  c  iJcngresis  in  ohs  J.ight  of  "the  if^r tl  1- ^';br  needs  for 
this  year's  planting  seascn,"    uhe  committee  reco.Tnended  specifically: 

That  the  fertiliz er ,  industry,  railroads  and  Gcvernment  agencies  .join  in  a 
prograr.  of  "timed  di strihut:  on''  to  make  sure  fertilizer  will  reach  farr-ers  "at 
the  tifiie  when  it  will  do  the  iiiost  good." 


HOOTO  C-CES  TO  HAKBUEG- Berlin-  Former  President  Herhert  Hoover  left  tonight 
for  Haiaourg  to  continue  in  the  Sritish  occupation  zone  his  svirvey  of  Germany's 
foad  situation.    He  is  due  on  Tuesday  in  Stuttgart,   in  the  American  zone. 


ISPOSTS  O::  food  supply;  AC-?JGULTu3S  sees  little  CHAITGE  III  D0I3STIC  STOCIIS  - 
¥ashington-The  Agriculture  Department  said  tonight  this  year's  domestic  food 
sup;ply  \.dll  prolial'ly  "be  aoout  as  large  as  last  year's,  hut  may  cost  slightly 
more. 

It  reported  comm.ercial  stocks  of  most  feeds  are  larger  than  a  year  ago,  im- 
ports arc  increasing  and  production  seems  likely  to  continue  high. 

A  larger  iDropcrtion  of  the  total  supply  v/ill  gc  to  A.":erican  constamers  this 
year  "because  of  the  indicated  redu.ction  in  military  needs  and  exports. 


From  the  Hew  York  Herald  Trioune,  Feb,  10  -     '  ' 

¥0?iD'S  PICE  CHOP  UP  3Y  A30L^  ll--,;  LAPGEST  H'CPJl-lSE  PJE-'GHTSD  II'  THE  FAP 
EAST-lv'ashinrton-The  Agriculture  Department  reported  today  the  world,' s  19^6-' ^7 
rice  crop  totaled  about  7 » 100 > 000 >  000  bushels,  an  increase  of  a'Dout  11  percent 
over  the  previous  crop.    Production  still  was  about  h  percent  below  the  prewar 
avero^ge  oi  about  7, to, 000, 000  bushels. 

The  largest  production  increase  was  in  the  Far  East,  where  ncrm.ally  about 
95  percent  of  the  world's  output  is  gro\jn.    The  department  said  substantial  in- 
creases ir.  production  in  China,  India  and  Japan  should  help  to  relieve  food 
shorta/^es  in  those  coiontries. 


IlTQUIr.Y  ASKED  IN  COTTOIT  (X)ODS  PPIGE  TREiroS  -  Predicting  that  prices  of  house 
dresses  \;ill  inevitably  rise  if  cotton  dress  material  prices  continue  to  climb, 
M.  J,  Lovell,  director  and  counsel  of  the  House  Dress  Institute,  has  asked  fo.- 
a  Congressional  investigation  of  the  cotton  textile  industry. 

"Althougli  si'Ot  raw  cotton  has  receded  in  price  some  20  to  25  percent,  piece 
goods  orices  have  risen  uj)  to  5O  percent  over  former  Office  of  Price  Administra- 
tion   ceiling  prices,"  he  said  in  a  letter  to  President  Tr-'jJ.:?ai.     Cotton  futures 
have  declined  even  more  than  this,  he  noted. 
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From  Sto  Paul  (ilinn.)  Pioneer  Press,  Pel)»  3  - 

'ECOITOMY'  PIAIJ  IHSEAESUS  AAA  -  Washington  -  A  Repu^blicaiv-Democratic  move 
is  gaining  strong  momentum  "behind  the  scenes  in  Congress'  to  knock  out  the  AAA 
'farm  program  and  committees,   it  was  revealed  Sunday,, 

The  move  is  fcr  the  government  to  center  agricultural  spending  next  year 
on  federal  farm  price  supports  costing  an  estimated  330  million_  dollarSo  This, 
agriculture's  share  in  the  stiff  economies  ahead,  would  "be  taken  in  the. form 
of  cuts  of  AAA  payments  re,ther  than  of  funds  for  price  supportSg    Both  the  AAA 
funds  and  the  price  support  funds  can  not  "be  voted  if  economy  pledges  are  to 
"be  carried  out,   it  is  declaredo 

Wiping  out  completely  the  annual  appropriation  of  a"bout  300  million 
dollars  for  AAA  soil  conservation  payments  to  farmers  is  the  ©"bjective  of  the 
move. 

This  would  strip  off  administrative  funds  and  effectively  put  out  of 
"business  after  this  year  the  AAA  county  and  community  committees  elected  "by 
farmers  to  operate  the  farm  programs  that  have  "been  carried  on  since  1933, 
It  v/ould  "bring  to  an  end  the  AAA  programs* 

If  succ'essfu.1,  the  move  prol)a"bly  would  result  in  concentrating  federal 
Soil  Conservation  service  or  Extension . service  after  this' year. 

Trorn  Pittsfield  (l%ss,)  Berkshire  Eagle,  Fe"b,  3  -  ' 

imSA  SPUPITS  EEEE  POTATOES  _  Washington  ~  The  Department  of  Agriculture 
says  that  an  offer  of  80,000,000  free  "bushels  of  surplus  potatoes  to  help  feed 
the  starving  in  Europe  has  "been  spurned  "by  international  relief  agencies. 

The  free  offer  was  revealed  "by  the  Department  as  complaints  mounted  all 
over  the  country  against  Secretary  Anderson' s  announced  intention  of  dijinping 
an  estimated  80,000,000  to  90,000,000  "bushels  of  surplus  potatoes* 

"UMIHA  and  foreign  governments  have,  not  "been  v/illing  to  purchase  dehy- 
drated potatoes  at  a  cost  of  25  to  30' cents  a  pound  when  they  could  purchase 
flour  at  five  or  six  cents  per  pound,  "  department  officials  q_uoted  Secretarj^ 
Anders an  as  saying. 

Prom  Phoenix  Arizona  Repuhlic,   Jan,  31  - 

GAIT' T  JjQPABDIZE  SUPPLY  -  Editorial  -  Commendation  is  due  goverrjncnt  autho:?- 
ities  for  placing  an  immediate  9m"bargo  on  Mexican  cattle  which  were  possi"ble 
carriers  of  the  foot-and-mouth  disease.    Perhaps- the  Mexican  cattle  industry 
would  not  "be  in  its  present  plight  if  officials  there  had  exercised  similar 
precautions  against  Brazilian  cattle  which  are  reported  to  have  infected  Mexican 
herds. 

Prom  Tacoma  (Wash.,)  Kews-Tri"bune,  Jan,  29  - 

"OITCS  A  Bu3EAUCHAT  _  Editorial  -  Another  who,  after  a  good  start, 

has  "become  afflicted  with  "bureausitis  is  Agriculture  Secretary '  Clinton  Anderson,, 
He  warns  that  sugar  will  clim"b  to  40  cents' a  pound  if  controls  a,re  removed. 
Apparently  he  has  forgotten  Elliott  P-ocsevelt' s  forecast  of  "bread  at  $15  a  loaf 
and  the  fact  that  "butter  is  nov/  selling  cheaper  than  under  QPA,  even  without 
su"bsidy  payments <, 
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Ivoia  Philadelphia  i^ulletin,  Pel),  5  - 

SUGAR  COilTROLS  -  Editorial  -  Sugar  holds  a  special  place  in  the  recoruneri!- 
dations  for  continued  Governiacnt  control  sent  to  Congress  "by  President  'Trnir.an, 
There  are  objections  frorn  private  industry  to  the  extension  cf  controls  over 
some  commodities,  "but  there  is  a  fairly  general  agreement  in  the  sugar  trade 
that  some  form  of  control  is  dcsiralDlc  over  sugar  supplies  and  distribution. 

If  sugar  controls  are  scrapped  now,  there  will  "be  a  scram"blo  which  v/ill 
send  prices  skyward^     The  housewife  may  not  "be  a"ble  to  get  enough  sugar  even 
at  the  infla.ted  jorice,  since  large  commercial  users  v/ith  plenty  cf  cash  would 
enter  the  market  in  a  "big  way.     The  result  would  "be  an  inequita'ble  distribution, 
Nor  do  retailers  v;ant  the  inevitable  boom  and  bust  in  priccso 

Prom  Denver  (Cclo.)  Post,  Pcb.  2  - 

mO\miS  ASS:]RT  PBSSEOM  PRO.i  BUEHAUCEATIC  mmS  is  vital  By  J.  Elmcr  Brock, 
Vice- Chairman  of  the  Joint  Livestock  Committee  on  Public  Lands^  -  If  the 

Livestock  industry  the  backbone  of  western  economic  life — -is  to  survive, 

the  time  has  come  to  place  public  grazing  lands  in  the  ownership  of  the  cattle- 
men and  sheepmen  v/ho  use  it  in  the  conduct  of  their  business^ 

Ad-"-iini,stration  of  those  grazing  lands  by  various  bureaus  under  systems 
of  federal  •overlordship  has  harassed  the  stockmen  of  the^west  for  years  and 
left  them  at  the  mercy  of  the  whims  and  edicts  of  bungling  officials, 

No  industry  could  long  survive  in  the  world  of  today  if  it  had  nc  control 
over  its  own  plant  and  occupied  that  plant  only  under  a  system  of  antagonistic 
sufferance  from  an  all-powerful  landlord.     The  grazing  lands  of.  the  west  com- 
prise the  producing  plant  of  the  livestock  industry. 

Prom  Salt  Lake  City  (Utah)  Tribune,  Peb.  1  -  '  ■ 

PARI>'I  3UKBAU  K  UT  UHGES  MOUE  BIBECT' MARI'Z]TI1IG  -  "Parmers  want  to  produce  in 
abundance  v;ithout  controls  or  regimentation,  but  they  also  want  certain  saf o- . 
guards  so  that  they  v/ill  not  be  drov/ncd  in  the  flood  of  their  ov/n  abundance," 

¥ith  these  v;ords,  V.  Allen  Olscn,  moderator  for  the  Utah  State  Parra  Bureau 
federation' s  annual  convention  opened  direct  attack  against  produce  dealers 
who  are  gradually  removing  profit  margins  for  agricultural  products  -  assert- 
ing that  "the  Utah  farmer  must  find  a  more  direct  route  to  'market  if  he  \\fants 
to  keep  his  head  above  water," 

Prom  Miami  (Pla, )  Herald,  Peb,  2  - 

LATE  BLI(3IT  IS  BLAMEB  POE  BAIiAGE  _  A  possible  $7,500,000  loss  to  Bade 
county  grov/ers  as  a  result  of  late  blight  was  foreseen  Saturday  as  an  estimated 
toll  of  60  per  cent  of  the  area's  14,000  acres  of  tomatoes  already  has  fallen 
to  the  apparently  uncontrollable  fungus  disease^ 

The  disease,  which  last  seasor  was  kept  under,  control,  with  a  five-day 
spraying  program  recommended  by  Br.  G-oorge  B,  Ruchic  of  the  Sub-Tropical  Ex- 
periment- station  at  Homestead,   this  year  has  refused,  in  most  instances,  to 
respnnd  tc  any  kind  of  treatmento  • 
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d/u:ly  fari^'I  nkys  digest  '  ••■,-7-su.s.  departmh^t  of  agriculture 

(For  February  11,  1947)     ^       ^,^1  ' '         ■■    j         OFflGE  OF  INR.Rivu.TI ON 

•     -...'O  I  v,ashington  25,  D,C. 

i  7  i947  'tl-  / 

(The  newspapers  andvinagazines  from  which  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in-.Pre.gs  Service,  ' WJS&^iAtAk.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I). 

From  the  VJall  Street  Journal,  Feb.  11—  • 

RAIL  ChR  SHORTAGE  HAS  BURFi.UCRATS  FIGHTING:  SHIPPERS  j\TTACK  ROADS-The 
freight  car  famine,  that  now—chronic  disorder  of  the  American  economy,  has 
turned  bureaucrats  against  bureaucrats,  shippers  against  raj.lroads,  section 
against  section — and  even  nation  against  nation. 

In  I'Jashington,  the  Office  of  Defense  Transportation  and  the  Office  of 
Temporary  Controls  are  disputing  whether  car  builders  should  get  enough  steel 
to  build  10,000  or  just  7,000  cars  a  monthr—and  it's  dubious  whether  even 
the  mim.m-um  wish  will  be  realized,  .     ..  • 

Spokesmen  for  shdppers,  like  I,  M.  Herndon,  manager  of  the  Chicago  Board  oi 
Trades  transportation  department,  are  charging  "inefficiency"  of  the  railroads 
in  slow  movement  and  si'dtching  of  cars. 

Men  from  grain- groiA.dng . states  have  carried  to  a  Congressional  committee 
dark  hints  that  the  eastern  railroads  are  engaged  in  what  amounts  to  a  plot 
against  them,  -vTith  collusion  of  the  Association  of  American  Railroads  and 
assorted  Federal  agencies.    Eastern  railroads,  according  to  plainsmen  like 
Valter  R,  Scott"^  executive  vice  president  of  the  Kansas  City  Board  of  Trade, 
"pirate"  cars  belonging  to  the  western  roads.    And  the  cars  they  do  send 
back  west  are  said  to  be  in  filthy  condition. 


mNTER  T/Ei'vTKER  NEEDLES  S:.GGlLG  FnRki  STrJ-^LES  iNTO  1.  Nh\.  PKiCE  SPURT-A 
bushel  of  wheat  is  now  worth  aoout  18  cents  more  -than  early  last  month.  Corn 
has  bounced  up  some  seven  cents  since  late  January.    Top  grades  of  hogs  now 
selling  around  $26  a  hundredweight  were  ^^5  cheaper  at  the  turn  of  the  year. 
V/holesale  butter  in  Ner^^  York  has  snapped  up  t.o  69i  cents;  it  sold  for  59  cents 
last  month, 

Y'inter  in  Europe  is  an  important  as  winter  at  home  as  a  price  booster. 
Over  the  long  pull  it  may  be  more  so.    Bitter  cold  is  putting  a  blight  on  the 
vnrecked  continent's  194-7  cro-  prospects.    That  means  one  thing:  Potential 
pleas    for  more  food  from  the  American  cornucopia. 

On  the  domestic  scene,  snow  and  ice  prod  prices  by  slovdng  movement  of  grai? 
livestock  and  dairy  products  to  market. 


^CLII.TBING  COTTON  PRICES  JOIN  THE  /iDVANCE— V/ITHOUT  Y.TNTER'S  HELP-Edging 
steadily  upvrard,  cotton  now  sells  for,  four  cents  a  pound  more  than  a  bare  three 
weeks  ago,    A  bale  of  cotton  is  worth  about  $20  more  than  on  January  21. 

The  king  textile  staple  is  in  a  position  different  from  that  of  other 
key  farm  commodities,    mth  dem.and  heavy,  recent  crops  have  not  been  large. 
And  there's  no  bumper  crop  in  sight.    Agriculture  Secretary  Anderson  has 
asked  famers  to  boost  this  year's  plantings  27^  above  I946,    But  present 
indications  are  that  farmers  won't  expand  their  acreage  more  than  10^  to  15^. 
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From  the  Vail  Street  Journal,  Feb.  11  - 

FATS  AND  OILS  shortaf:e  will  hang  on  through  this  year  at  least.  One 
estimate  places  194-7  world .  supplies  2$fo  belovr  prev;ar.    Parceling  out  meagre 
stocks  is  giving  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council  some  prime  headaches. 
The  U»S,  has  served  notice  on  I  .E.,F.C .  _  that  _  it  wants  a  larger  share  of  the 
pie.    Officials  in  ^"ashington  doubt  that  other  countries  have  done  all  they  can 
to  boost  production — *will  cut  exports  unless  signs  of  action  along  that  line  are 
mcovered,  ■     ■,  ■ 


From  The  New  York  Times,  Feb.  11  - 

ANDERSON  PROMOTES  J.  B.  GILMEK-U'ashingron-Secretar^.  of  ixgriculture 
Clinton  P.  ■''mderson,  completing  a  _  departmental  re  organic,  at  ion  which  has 
been  in  abeyance  since  last  fall^  announced  toaay  the  appointment  of  Jesse 
B,  Gilmer  as  administrator  of  the.  production  and  marketing  administration  and 
president  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation.    Mr,  Gilm.er  has  been  acting  in 
those  capacities  since  last  November. 


AGRICULTURE  DEPARTIIENT,  ACCUSES  BROKER  OF  I'If.MIPULATING  PRICES  OF  SPOT  BUTTER- 
Washington- Violation  of  the.  Commodity  Exchange  Act  was  charged  in  a  complaint 
served  today  by  the  United  States  Department  of  "griculture  against  7enith- 
Godley  Company,  Inc.,  New  York  City  butter  and  egg  brokerage  concern,  and  its 
president,  John  McClay  Jr. 

The  charge  is  manipulating  the  price  of  spot  butter  in  interstate  commerce 
from  Dec,  18  through  Dec,  2/+,  194-6,  as  agents  for  the  Dairymen's  league 
Cooperative  Association,  which  was  fined  $25,000  on  Jan,  27,  and  four  of  its 
officers  $4,000  more,  for  violating  the  Commodity  Exchange  Act, 


FLORIDA ,  HilLTS  fRUIT  SHtPKMTS-  Lakeland-The  Florida  Citrus  Commission 
took  steps  today  to  prevent  frozv,n  fruit  from  reaching  consumers  by  slapping  a 
seven  day  embargo  on  movement  and  sale  of  citrus  .fruit.    The  ban  is  effective 
at  midnight  tomorrow  and  applies  also  to  fruit  .used  for.crnning  and  to  express 
shipments  of  fruit.    The  restriction  v/ill  throw  out  of  work  an  estimated  20,000 
to  25,000  citrus  plant  v.orkers.    Today's  action  stemmed  from  the  Feb,  &  freeze. 


From  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  Ft.b,  11-  ■       .  . 

y^ORLD  GROUP  SETSg5.;N,  PEA  QUOT/.S-- ashington-The  International  Emergency 
Food  Council,  announcing  today  the  allocation  of  100,950  metric  tons  of 
beans  and  peas  for  needy  countries,  said  the  distribution  will' meet  only 
one-eight  of ,  the  actual  requirements  for  the  next  six  months. 
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From  ilew  Orleans  Times-Picayune,  '^et,  8  — 

GFUAmiALAi^  FD2AT0BS  USED  TO  DEVSLQP  HARDIER  VARIETY;  SCIEITTISTS  CROSS 
WILD  AITD  DOilESTIC  TYPES  -  American  scientists  are  taking  wilk  Irish  potatoes 
from  Guatemala,  crossing  them  v;ith  domesticated  VB,rieties  and  getting  a  much 
healthier  potato  as  a  result. 

They  are  doing  the  same  thing  with  corn  and  "beans.    And  there  are,  lots  of 
other  v/ild  fruit  and  vegetahles,   such  as  peppers  and  tomatoes,  which  they 
haven' t  even  gotten  around  to  yet. 

Just  hov;  all  this  is  accomplished  was  descrilDed  in  I7ew  Orleans  Prida.y  "by 
Er,  A,  T,  Erwin,  research  professor  of  horticulture  at  Iowa  State  college,  who 
is  on  his  way  to  Guatemala  to  carry  on  additional  research, 

"Guatemala, "  said  Er,  Erwin,   "is  the  home  of  more  wild  yet  useful  plants 
than  you  can  imagine.    Although  our  mere  domesticated  varieties  o-f  fruits  and 
"Ksgetahles^ may  seem  superior- larger,  more  tasty,  smoother,  yet  the  wild  varie- 
ties contain  certain  chai'act eristics  which  ours  lack.    These  we  can  utilize 
in  a  cross, " 

"Ve  have  a  type  of  corn  down_  there,  for  instance,  which  grows  at  an  ele- 
vation of  5,000  or  6,000  feet  ahove  sea  level.    This  corn  can  withstand  the 
celd  "better  than  cur  corn  in  Iowa,     So  by  crossing  the  wild  corn  with  ours 
we  can  develop  a  hardier  tj'pe,  ^ 

Certain  wild  Irish-potatoes  found  in  Guatemala,  said  the  Iowa  professor, 
are  more  resistant  to  virus  diseases  than  our  Irish  potato,- 

From  Antigo  (¥isc,)  Daily  Journal,  Ee'b.  7  -      •  •  '  ■ 

SAYS  PARi-r  WORKER  PLACEMENT  SHOULD  BE  DOITE  BY  STATE  -  Washington  (AP)  - 
Stanley  Rector,  chief  counsel  for  the  ¥iG-consin  industrial  commission,  said 
today  placement  of  farm  workers  should  he  transferred  from  .county  agents  to 
state  employment  services, 

."Our  contention  is,  "  Rector  told  the  house  agriculture  committee,  "that 
there'  is  a  great  deal  of  duplication  of  v/ork  in  rural  areas.    Under  the  present 
setup,  v;e  cannot  certify  a  man  to  an  agricultural  jo"b,  "but  only  fefer  him  to  a 
county  agent," 

Testifying  on  a  measure  "by  chairman  Hope  (Rep,,  Kan,)  to  continue  the  farm 
la"bor  supply  program  until  June,  1348,  Rector  said: 

"If  we  had  the  authority,  we  could  take  care  of  t"ne  farm  placement  in 
Wisconsin*  *'  '  ■ 

He_  said  he  opposes  renewal  of  the  federal  farm  la"bor  recruitment  program 
and  has  little  interest  in  c"btaining  foreign  la"bor  to  aid  in  the  pealc  farm 
seasons. 


Prom  Kansas  City  Packer,  Peh,  8  - 

THE  HOPE  AI'-CEim-IEM!  -  Editorial  -  Representative  Hope's  proposed  amendment 
to  the  AAA  act,  which  would  "bring  all  agricultural  comanodities,  inclu.ding  pro- 
cessed fruits  and  produce,  under  the  marketing  agreement  provisions  of  that 
law,  has  the  processors  scared. 

They  are  afraid  the  producers  might  "gang  up**  on  them  and  deny  processors 
access  to  a  wanted  grade,  q.uantity  or  quality,   or  come  to  some  other  agreement 
wMch  processors  wouldn't  relish.  Processors  fear  government  officials  might 
influence  producers'  operations  in  directions  not  always  favora"ble  to  the  pro- 
cessing interests. 
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Jrom  Kansas  City  Star,  FeTo,  5  - 

WAR  DISIiASE  eU.T3iaAE:  -  Editorial      Southwestern  stodcir.cn  are  trcmcncloucly 
concerned  over  the  spread  of  the  foot  and  nicuth  disease  in  Me:Mico,  According 
to  latest  reports  the  disease  now  has  heen  found  in  the  state  of  Durango,  ahout 
350  miles  from  cur  hcrdGr,  and  it  may  "be  present  even  closero    Livestock  men 
have  hoped  that  Mexico  would  ank  us  to  send  sanitary  ^'fficials  to  aid  in  stainp- 
ing  out  the  epidemic,  and  a  joint  Ue  S,-Hexican  coirjiissicn  has  proposed  such 
action,   Dut  so  far  Mexico  is  fighting  the  disease  alone,  using  the  only  known 
control  method,   the  destruction  of  infected  animals,. 

Bec3.use  of  the  2,500-mile  "border  "between  this  country  and  Mexico,  much  of 
it  unfenced,   it  is  feared  that  stray  animals  may  cross  the  line  and  "bring  the 
infection  into  this  country<,     The  virus  also  can  "be  transmitted  on  the  shoes 
of  tra.velcrs,  "by  horses  and  other  means.    All  cloven-hooved  animals  are  su"bject 
to  the  infcctiyn.     Since  the  seven  out"brcaks.  we  have  had  in  this  country  caused 
a  total  loss  of  200  million  doll-^rs,   the  economic  threat  of  the  -;rcscncc  of 
the  disease  in  the  ncigh"bcring  repu'blic  rcp.dily  can  "be  seen» 

Livestock  owners  "believe  that  Washington  is  taking  the  Mexican  situation 
too  calmly,   that  a  few  dollars  used  ncv/  to  help  Mexico  stamp  out  the  disease 
might  save  many  millions  latcro     They  are  trying  to  persuade  the  proper  officials 
to  hring  pressure  ^n  Mexican  authorities  tc  ask  officially  for  our  aid,  and 
then  to  appropriate  sufficient  funds  to  help'  clean  out  the  infection  "before  it 
crosses  the  hordcr^ 

From  Atlanta  (Ga.)   Constitution,  Fc"b,  9  ~ 

BUT,  H0¥  ABOUT  SOI^  DIVIIiSiTDS?  -  Editorial  -  Permanent  pastures  in  Georgia 
continue  to  increase,  according  to  E,  Ii,  Alexander,  agronomist  for  the  Agri~ 
cultural  Extension  ServicCo    Moreover,   there  are  roughly  four  times  as  many 
acres  availa"ble  for  Winter  grazing  in  the  State  this  year  as  last,  Extension 
Service  surveys  showc     "Cows  grazing  on  Winter  pasture  produce  one— half-gallon 
of  milk  more  than  they  produce  on  d.ry  feed  alone,  "  Alexander  declare s«  "In 
addition,   the  amount  of  h.ay  and  ether  dry  feed  can  "be  reduced  a'bout  one  half 
and  some  saving  is  made  on  crain, " 

All  of  which  is  very  interesting.    But  what  the_ average  citizen  wants  to 
know  is  when  this  year-round  pasturage  he  keeps 'hearing  so  much  a'bout  is  going 
to  result  in  lower  prices  for  the  milk  he  ha-s  to  "buy. 

Twenty- two  rents  a  quart  is  too  much  for  milk  in  G-corgia.  Otherwise, 
how  can  it  sell  for  se  much  less  in  areas  where  there  is  no  winter  grazing? 

From  Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  Press,  Fe'b.  6  -  ■ 

SOIL-EROS  I  Oil         WI.r.;x31';  I-IAP  PLAi:S  FOR  BATTLE  Oil  REGIO"i;AL  BASIS  -  Bast 
Lansing  -  The  "battle  o.^  Suil  erosion  in  Michigan  will  "be  fought  on  a  rpgicnal 
as  well  as  a  distiict  :ias?. g  thi.-i  year     it  was    locidcd  here  Thur.rday  at  the 
annual  meeting  or  the  oidoc  'Xssociation  of  S^ii  Oonsorva cion  rictrictSc 

Farmcr-dolcga b^s  v...  o,,d  '"o  divide  the  state  ml:;  seven  rc^ionu,   each  with 
a  chairman,,   secretary  and'  treasurer.., 

R>  Lester  Hill  of  Caro,  re-  elected  president  of  the  t-tate  association, 
explained  'che  nujn"bcr  of  conservation  districts  has  multiplied  so  .fast  tnat  a 
regional  organi ija Lion  was  ccni,idercd  nu'cescary.     There  are  now  36  districts  in 
the  state,  serving  mcr^'  fhan  80,000  farm-ors  m  29  counties,     There  were  only 
28  districts  a  year  agOr, 
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are  on  file  in  Press  SefViii^,  R'(ToifTt"2^T" Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 
From  New  York  Times,  Feb.  12  —  ' 

FliiTS  SHORTAGE  IS  SEEN:  U.S.  AIDE  SAYS  SUPPLIES  ?ffLL  BE  LOl.  ^LL  0)i  SUivu./iER- 
lYashington-Omer  W.  ^erman,  an  Agriculture  Department  official,  predicted  toaay 
that  supplies  of  edible  fats  and  oils  for  American  consumers  mil  be  "very  short" 
from  April  through  September. 

He  made  the  forecayt  m  telling  a  House  fooa  shortage  investigating 
committee  that  the  Agriculture  Department  opposes  the  International  Emergency 
Food  Council's  proposals  for  world  allocation  of  fats  and  oils. 

Mr.  Herman,  director  of  the  fats  and  oils  division,   said  Secretary 
Anderson  had  set  as  a  19A7  goal  an  estimated  /+0  to  4-1  pounds  per  capita  for 
consimers  in  the  United  States,  compared  vdth  3P.5  pounds  in  19^».6  and  ^.6  pounds 
in  prewar  years . 

Hovrever,  Mr,  Herman  asserted,  the  lEFC  proposal  v^duld  mean  a  substantial 
reduction  in  the  amomt  for-  /^merican  bonsumers. 

He  said  plans  call  for  import  of  898,000,000  pounds  of  fats  and  oils 
and  export  of  4.63,000,000,  thus  leaving  a  net  import  of  435,000,000  pounds  for 
1947. 


STABLE  PRICES  SET  AS  T^ORLD  FOOD  AIM:  TIDER  USE 'ALSO  GOAL  OF  BRUCE  REPORT-^ 
International  efforts  to  stabilize  food  prices  and  increase  consumption,  rather 
than  to  restrict  production,  v/ere  cited  here  yesterday  as  'thu  aim.s  of  the  Bruce 
Comimission  report,  an  outgrov/th  of  proposals  by  Sir  John  Orr  to  the  United  Nations 
for  a  Viforld  Food  Boa.rd,    Gove  Hambidge,  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
of  the  United  Nations,  revealed  these  conclusions  in  advance  of  printing  of  the 
final  report  of  the  commissionB 


U.S.  TO  BUY  TURKEYS  TO  SUPPORT  PRICES-Washington-The  ^agriculture  Department 
stated  today  that  it  v/ould  enter  the  glutted  turkey  market  and  buy  up  to  10,000,000 
pounds  of  dressed  birds  to  pre^/ent  a  loss  to  prouuc^rs. 

The  country  Vifide  buying  program,  ruquirta  by  the  price  support  laV'-, is 
intended  to  [live  grov/ers  a  price  reflecting  not  less  than  90  percent  of  parity. 
It  mil  start  immediately  and  run  through  June  30. 


COLD  GRIPS  SOUTH:  FLORIDA  TURNS  TO  SLUDGE  ETR^S  TF  EFFORT  TO  SA'^/E  FRTTT 
CROP-Finter  temperatures  were  moderate  in  the  East  and  Midi-est  yesterday  but  in 
parts  of  the  "sunny  South"  the  mercury  still  was  flirting  with  freezing  weather , 
and  fruit  and  vegetable  crops  v/ere  threatened  in  spite  of  a  wide  use  of  smudge  pots. 
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Erom  New  York  Times,  Feb.  12  - 

ALASKj'i  pulp  supply  described  as  HUGE-Y'ashington-Alaska  can  produce 
one-fourth  the  newsprint  that  the  United  States  currently  consunes  and  the 
United  States  Forest  Service  is  interested  in  helping  her  to  do  so,  Frank 
Heintzluman,  regional  forester  of  Juneau^  said  today. 

Mr.  Heintzleman  said  he  has  temporarily  cast  aside  his  Alaskan  duties 
in  order  to  peddle  the  pulp  paper  possibilities  of  the  Territory, 


2  SOVIET  REPUBLICS  FACE  VIIE/iT  CRISIS:  UKRAINE  MD  I'MITE  RUSSIA  ARE 
SHORT  OF  SEED  KW  Y.ILL  LOSE  Uf'JRR.'.  FOOD  SUPPLIES-Moscow-The  food  situation  in 
the  Ukraine  and  Vihite  Russia  is  arousing  grave  concern  among  United  Nations  • 
Relief  and  Rehabilitation  officials  in  the  two  republics.    At  the  same  time 
reports  reaching  the  capital  indicate  that  in  a  number  of  districts  the  farmers 
are  short  of  seed  for  the  all  mportant  spring  sov;ing. 

These  two  facets  oi  the  Soviet  Union's  most  important  problem  serve  to 
emphasize  the  urgency  of  the  situation  here,    iiccording  to  Ul^iRKA  officials, 
April  TAdll  be  a  critical  month  v/hen  supplies  from,  last  year's  harvest  will  have 
been  exhausted  and  the  vrinter  wheat  harvest  v<lll  not  have  been  harvested  and  pro- 
cessed for  consumf)tion. 


Prom  Ifell  Street  Joiirnal,  Feb.  12  - 

G0VERMI:NT  ;.GiJN  heavy  buyer  of  FLOUR-The  Production  and  Marketing 
Administration  purchased  large  quantities  of  southwestern  enriched  wheat  flour 
during  the  past  tvro  days  to  supplement  the  Government's  export  program. 
Previously  the  PlIA  v/as  able  to  buy  only  small  quantities  due  to  the  agency's 
low  buying  price,  but  over  the  weekend  the  purchasing  basis  vras  advanced  10 
cents  per  cwt. 


From  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,  Feb,  12  - 

Jim  GR/iNTS  8  MILLION  LOAN  TO  CO-OPERATI VE-Washington-The  rural 
electrification  administration  has  gi* anted  a  loan  of  8  million  dollars  to 
the  Dairyland  Power  facilities  serving  consumers  in  I'/isconsin,  Illinois, 
Iowa  and  Minnesota,    The  cooperative  supplies  power  to  25  distribution 
cooperatives  serving  about  33^000  rural  consumers.    The  loan  will  be  used 
to  construct  a  hydro-electric  generating  plant  with  15,000  kilov/att  capacity 
on  the  Flambeau  river,  north  of  Ladysmith,   wis,  and  for  othtir  facilities. 
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From  Flint  (Mich,)  Journal,  FelD,  5  -  , 

POTATO  SBEAL  PLAIT  GA.I1TS  PAYOR;  SEEN  AS  ESi 'ESDI . FOR  i^ATIOH'  S  SURPLUS  -  Washing- 
ten  -  Favorahle  reaction  at  the  Pepartment  of  Agriculture' was  reported  -today  "by 
Michigan  representatives  interested  in  the  promotion  of  potato  flour. 

Hep,  Shafer,  Michigan  Republican,  took  a  delegation  to  the  department  Tues- 
day in  the  interests  of  the  plan  to  use  a  potato  flour  culture  in  all  "bread  pro- 
ducts. 

They  reported  that  the_ proposition  met  with  favor  on  the  lower  level  of;, 
the  department,  and  that  the  secretary  of  agriculture  would  "be  asked  to  recom- 
mend that  all  bakers  use  it^ 

Department'  of  Agriculture  figures  indicated  that  23  million  bushels  of  the 
100  million  bushels  potato  surplus  could  be  used  to  advantage,  if  40- per  cent 
of  the  i^ation^s  bakers  would  use  the  potato  flour  culture  in  their  baking. 

From  Burlington  ("^t,)  Free  Press,  Feb.  5  - 

AIKSiT  STRESSIjS  ICHDP  FOR  FOOP  ALLOTIvIiJHT  PROGRAl^  _  Mdntpelier  -  The  need  for 
a  national  food  allotment  program  is  accentuated  by ' the  possibility  that  even 
v/ith  full  employment  American  families  will  bo  going  hungry  while  our  farmers 
are  looking  for  places  to  sell  their  products,  Sen,  Aiken  said  in  his  address 
before  th'e  Vermont  Food  Advisory  Committee,    ¥ith  less  than  full  employment,  the 
outlook  for  want  in  the  midst  of  plenty  would  be  far  more  serious. 

Prospects  are  that  money  v/ill  be  spent  on  some  kind  of  program  anyvay,  he 
continued.    There  seems  to  be  the  choice  of  paying  farmers  net  to  produce,  as 
in  the  1930' s,  or  of  paying  for  distribution  where  needed*,  ■  ■ 

The  senator  presented  figures  to  show  how  millions  of  citizens  living  on 
fixed,  incomes  such  as  old  age  pensions,  old  age  and  survivors''  insurance  and 
retirement  and  disabled  payments,  do  not  have  sufficient  income  to  maintain 
health,      _  '  • 

The  department  of  Agriculture,  he  said,  estimates  that  the  food  allotment 
program  would  benefit  families  that  have  an  annual  per  capital  inconie  of  less 
than  $478,  on  a  basis  of  1945  figiares,  • 

From  Omaha  E"ebrasl:a  ¥orld  Herald,  Feb,  5  — 

'JOB  IS  TO  US3  PROPERLY  EACH  PROP  OF  RAIIT' ;  IX)VER1I0R  TELLS  FAPliERS  'STOP 
KILDPi-G  YOURSELF  ABOUT  U.   S,  PATiISiJTS'  -  Lincoln  -  Gov."  Val  Peterson''on  Tues- 
day advocated  three  primary  stcp.s  he  consider s  ■  es.sentials.  to  "building  ilebraska,  " 
He  listed:  1,     Construction  of  the  Pic-Sloan  Plan  for  the  Missouri  Basin,  (2) 
Rapid  and  complete  establishment  of  soil  conservation  farming',  (3)'   Fu.ll  develop- 
ment of  chdmurgic  rescarcho  ' 

The  Governor  spoke  at  the  first  general  session  of"  Organized  Agriculture 
at  the  Uhiversity_  of  ITebracka  College  of  Agriculture, 

Gcvernor  Peterson  said  Nebraska  nearly  every  year  needs  a  little  mor^ 
rain  than  it  gets.  .u  •       •  ■  i 

"Our  job,     he  said,   "is  to  preserve  and  use  properly  'every  drop  of  moisture  • 
that  falls," 

To  make  the  fullest  use  of  water,  he  said,  H"ebraska  should  have  the  million 
additional  acre  of  ir-rigatinn  promised  'onder  the  Pick-Sloan  Plan. 

"Soil  Conservation,"  he  declared  "is  .something  you've  got  to  d-o  v;hether 
or  not  the  Federal  Government  pays  yen  to  do  it«     "Ycu'"ve  got  to  do  it.  in  your 
own  self-interest,"    Farm.ers,  he  said,  have  to  stop  kidding  themselves  about 
Government  payments. 
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rrcm  Trenton  (IT, J,)  Times,  Pe"b.  5  -  *      '  ' 

U.  S.  SUPPOHT  I'lkY  E3IUC3  POTAT'O  PRICE  -  Pctatoes  may  "be  much  cheaper  this 
year,  if,  the  Federal  price  support  program  is  revised  as  suggested,  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  said  today, 

'In  the  past  the  G-overnment  has  "bought  carlcts,  paying  farmers  an  estaolished 
price  on  a  grade  "basis  for  the  stock,    Miile  this  has  resulted  in  suppcrting  the 
price  for  the  grower,  it  has  net  afforded  consumers  an  opportunity  to  "buy  in 
quantity  or  at  more  favcra"ble  terms. 

The  plan  under  consideration  would  permit  the  market  price  to  fluctuate 
according  to  supply.     The  G-cvernment  would  pay  producers  the  difference  "between 
the  prevailing  market  figure  and  the  gij.arantced  support  price. 

From  Par  go  Fo  ram.  Feh,  2  — 

BOXGAR  SHORTAGE  IS  FACIITG  FARI'GRS  -  Editorial  -  Another  "boxcar  shortage 
is  facing  the  farmers  of'  the  Middlewest,     They  arc  rightly  nervous  a"bout  it» 
It  arises,  at  the  moment,  from  the  fact  that  in  the  interval  "between  new  and 
seeding  time  farmers  must  m.ove  the  "bulk  of  their  1946  wheat,  and  the  need  for 
"boxcars  is  at  a  peak.     The  farmers  complain,  among  other  things,  that  the 
eastern  railroads  are  using  much  of  the  rolling  stock  of  the  western  railroads 
and  that  there  seems  to  "be  no  disposition  to  straighten  things  out. 

Prom  Dallas  (Tex,)  lTcv;s,  Fe"b,  5  - 

FOOT-AHIUMOUTE  PISEASE  _  Foot-and-mouth  disease  could  easily  "break  out 
among  Texas  cattle  again  as  it  did  in  Gulf  Coast  herds  in  1924,   causing  damage 
Estimated  at  $4,000,000  and  resulting  in  the  slaughter  of  132,000  head  of  live- 
stock,    Texas  cattlemen  are  greatly  alarmed  over  the  recent  out"break  in  I-Iexico, 
which  could  have  "been  prevented  if  officials  of  that  country  had  taken  the 
needed  precatitions,    Now  with  Texas  and  other  outlets  in  this  country  closed 
not  only  to  Mexi can-ov/ned  cattle  "but  to  herds  ovmed  "by  cowmen  of  our  own  country 
heavy  losses  e.re  likely  to  result  hecause  of  lack  of  grain  and  other  feeds  in 
the  Mexican  ranch  country. 

From  ¥atertown  (IT,!,)  Times,  Pet,  3  - 

,    M0.RE  SUGAR  FOR  Ai-IERICAITS  _  Editorial  -  The  agricultural  committee  of  the 
house  of  roprcscntativcs  insists  that  American  families  should  "be  given  from 
ten  to  15  pounds  mere  sugar  this  year  than  last.     It  admits  that  this  would 
mean  that  foreign  rations  would  receive  a  half  million  less  tons  of  Cu"ban  sugar 
than  they  received  last  year.     This  would  "be  more  than  offset,  they  say,  "by  the 
increase  in  sugar  production  in  the  Eviropean  area.     Such  p-'oduction  it  is  esti- 
mated, will  "be  1,800,000  tons  greater  in  1947  than  in  1946, 

Secretary  Anderson  admits  that  there  can  "be  an  incroaso  in  the  sugar  ration 
this  yea,r  "but  says  it  cannot  exceed  ten  pounds  to  a 'family.    Even  that  would 
help  materially  but  wc  suggest  that  the  depo.rtmcnt  of  agriculture  look  carefully 
into  this  matter  of  European  production  "before  limiting  the  increase  to  ton 
pounds*    European  production  is  going  to  "bo  up  1,800,000  tons,  then  certainly 
we  arc  entitled  to  a  much  larger  share  of  the  Cu"ban '  crop  than  we  were  last  year» 
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From  Nevr  York  Times,  Feb.  I3  - 


are 


ANDERSON  BACKED  ON  CATTLE  DISEASS-Washington-A  Senate  Agriculture 
subcommittee  approved  today  a  program  outlined  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Clinton  P.  /vnderson  for  cooperation  mth  Mexico  in  a  campaign  to  stamp  out  an 
epidemic  of  hoof  and  mouth  disease  among  Mexican  cattle, 

A  resolution  the  connnittee  approved  vrould  authorize  Secretary  Anderson 
to  spend  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  carry  out  the  control  program.  Under 
it  any  concentrated  slaughtering  of  livestock  vrould  be  resorted  to  only  if  and 
v;hen  infection  should  break  out  in  the  northern  part  of  Mexico, 

Secretary  Anderson  said  no  Mexican  cattle  nov,--  were  permitted  to  enter 
this  coxmtry,  with  the  result  that  livestock  raisers  in  the  northern  part  of 
Mexico  were  forced  to  ship  southws.rd  for  their  m.arket; 

Should  the  disease  reach  into  northern  Mexico,  he,  with  the  Mexican 
Government,  would  want  to  step  in  immediately  and  carry  on  an  intensive  slaughter 
ing  program. 

He  frovjned  upon  suggestions  of  some  American  cattle  raisers  that  the 
United  States  should  finance  wholesale  slaughtering  of  diseased  herds  in  southern 
Mexico.    Such  a  program  v'ould  cost  between  |7$,000,000  and  $100,000,000  he  said, 
and  there  would  be  no  assurance  of  its  success. 


HOOVER  IN  aUSTRL-,  TO  VIE'u  HEri  NExiLb-Viemia-rherbert  Hoover  arrived  in 
Austria  today  to  study  food  and  rehabilitation.    He  has  defined  the  chief  object 
of  his  mission  as  finding  ways  and  mean's  of  increasing  the  German  and  Austrian 
food  supplies  to  decrease  the  burden  on  taxpayers  in  the  United  States.  . 


U.S.  ORDERS  PURCHjiSE  OF  ARGENTINE  LINSESD-^"ashin-ton-The  Department  of 
Agriculture  today  instructed  George  Messersmith,  United  States  /im.bassador  to 
Argentina,  to  complete  negotiations  vdth  the  Argentine  Government  for  the 
purchase  of  40,000  tons  of  Argentine  linseed  oil. 

The  depa.rtment  accepted  up  to  noon  today  offers  by  American  industrial 
firms  to  buy  the  commodity  at  36.75  cents  a  pound,  duty  paid.    Shortly  after  the 
deadline  officials  reported  that  the  department  would  send  all  offers  to  Mr. 
Messersmith,  together  with  instructions  to  close  the  deal.    The  Comiradity  Credit 
Ccarporation  had  offered  the  oil  on  the  condition  that  the  transaction  was 
c  om.pl  eted,  ; 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  Feb,  13  -  ' 

LO^  ER  LTOIBER  PRICES  URGED  BY  US  AGENCY-^ashinr/ton-Lower  prices  for  lumb 
7/ere  urged  tociay  by  the  Coirimerce  Department's  Forest  Products  Section  today. 

■'Lumber  prices  since  decontrol  have  gone  up  much  more  sharply  than  have 
prices  of  other  building  materials  and  there  is  now  danger  that  Imber  dealers 
may  lose  some  of  their  markets  unless-  prices  can  be  stabilized  at  ruore  moderate 
levels,"  the  agency  said  in  a  statement. 
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From  the  U.  Y.  Journal  of  Commercb^  Feb.  I3  - 

ASKS  CONTINUED  NITROGEN  CONTROL:  lEFC  SEES  CONTINUING  i^CUTE  SHORTAGE  ! 
UM.ESS  STOCKS  ALIO CATED-'^ashinfTton- "bile  shortages  of  other  fertilizer  materials       |  |^ 
will  ease  in  19^8,  the  world  shorta.^e  of  nitro.^ren  will  be  intensi  fied  -unless  some  '] 
form  of  international  allocation  control  is  continued  throu-r^h  next  year. 

This,  in  substance,  is  the  future  outlook  of  the  T^orld  fertilizer  situ- 
ation as  detailed  by  the  committee  on  fertilizer  of  the  international  em.ergency 
food  council. 

Making  no  specific  reconimendation  for  continued  control  of  nitro"on 
distribution  past  June  30,  1947 ^  the  committee  warned  today  that  in  the  absence 
of  any  form  of  world-  control  after  1947  the  maldistribution  of  nitrogen  on  the 
world  market  is  almost  inevitable. 


FREEZE  CAUSES  $50  IIILLION  DAIi.GE  TO  FLORIDA  CITRUS-T  ashin^jton-The 
TJeather  Bureau  today  estimated  last  week's  freeze  dam.age  to  citrus  fruits  and  cut 
crops  in  Florida  at  $50,000,000. 

The  bureau  said  the  cold  weather  has  caused  considerable  damage  in 
unprotected  groves,  except  in  the  Indian  River,  lower  East  Coast,  and  "^''est- 
Central  coastal  areas  T/here  only  slight  damage  was  reported. 

Loss  to  unprotected  cut  crops  for  the  entire  States  was  very  heavy, 
except  in  the  Bradenton— Ruskin  area  v/here  the  loss  vias  said  to  be  light. 


BILL  l-TOUID  Bii-N  Ej  PORT  OF  SUa,-^--:,ashington-Lcigisiation  prohibiting  the 
export  of  sugar  from  this  country  was  introaucud  toaay  by  liepresentative  Reed 
(Rep.  N.Y»),    It  provides  a  maxiraum.  penalty  of  a  ^10,000  fine  and  a  year's 
imprisonment  for  violations.    The  legislation,  if  enacted,  would  become  effective 
May  1,    Reed  contended  in  a  statement  that  this  country  is  depriving  its  ovm 
candy  makers  of  sugar  and  sending  it  abroad  to  foreign  candy  manufacturers  who 
ship  their  products  to  the  United  States, 

Terming  the  figures  "quite  startling,"  Reed  said  that  1,100,000  pounds 
of  candy  were  imported  in  194-1  while  the  amount  came  to  67,575,000  pounds  in 
1945. 


From  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,  Feb,  I3  - 

UNCOl/TP.  II DE  ABUSE  OF  VET  AID  ON  FARMS-The  veteran  administration  said 
yesterday  it  iTill  begin  more  rigorous  enforcement  of  on  the  job  training  of 
veterans  as  farm  operators  in  Illinois  because  of  abuses  of  the  pro,-:ram,    H,  E, 
Gardner,  supervisor  of  agricultural  education  and  training  in  Illinois  regional 
office  of  the  VA  said  that  in  the  last  year  the  adm.inistration  has  "interrupted" 
the  farm,  training  of  more  than  5OO  Illinois  veterans  when  it  was  learned  they 
were  not  ii:  need  of  it.    Approximately  10,600  Illinois  veterans  are  enrolled  in 
the  farm  training  program  under  the  'GI  bill  of  rights , 

Many  of  the  5OO  were  veterans  vrho  have  lived  on  farm's  'all  their  lives 
and  returned  to  farm  work  from  military  service,  enrolling  as  "trainees." 
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From  the  Packer,  FelD.  8  - 

DISCUSS  CUfiazilT- POTATO  .SmPLUS  ~  Lan sins,  Mich.  -  Representatives  of  the 
Michigan  potato  industry  rnet  here  this  v;eek  under  the  auspices  of  the  Michigan 
Potato  Development  Association  and  the  agricultural  committee  of  the  Detroit 
Btr.i-i  of  Commerce  to  consider  the  potato  situation, 

Fred  P.  Hihst  of  Cadillac,  secretary  of  the  Potato  Shippers'  Association, 
viewed  v;ith  concern  that,  the  government  was  ah  out  to  encourage  farmers  to  dump 
good,   edihle  potatoes, •    .  ^  r 

Industry  leaders  said  there  is  enough  consumer  prejudice  against  potatoes 
now  without  creating  more  "by  government  waste,  of  food  foodstuff.     They  he- 
lieved  something  constructive  sliould  he  done  to  increase  consumption  rather 
than  curtail  consumption  with  unfavorable  pulilicity  and  propaganda, 

I'^r,  Hihst  said,  the  future  of  the  potato  industry  was  heing  jeopardized  hy 
the  manner  in_-Vhich  the  government's  price  support  program  is  operating,  and 
hy  mishranding  prohlems  calls  for  a^ more  rigid  enforcement  of'  grading  and 
"branding  lav;s» 

The  meeting  was  held  at  a  time  when  the  potato  m.arket  was  trying  to  re~ 
cover  from  the  shock  on  the  government  report  on  January  1  mer chanta'ble  stocks© 
This  report  showed.  Michigan  holdings  to  "be  2, 000,,:000  hushels  greater  than  a 
year  ago,  hut  5  per  cent  "below  the  state' s  ten  year  average. 

The  lifilwaukee  Journal,  Peh,  9  - 

VISCOlTSni  IS  T3STING  GHOUl\rD  POa  ITS¥  CROP  IITSURAITCE;  TOBA.CC0,   GOELT,  IffiSAT 
AlTD  PLAX  PilOTSCED  AGAIIIST  TOTAL-  LOSS  BY  SL-ALL  PISMimiS  -  LaJce  Mills,  ¥isco  - 
"Wisconsin  is  one  of  the  states  "being  used  as  a  testing  ground  for  crop  in- 
surance. 

Growers  of  four  crops,  tohacco,   corn,  v/heat  and  the  fickle  flax,  hy  pay~ 
ing  a  preni-am  of  a  few  hushels  are  "being  protected  against  total  loss. 

Uncle  Sam  first  started  dahhling  in  crop  insurance  in  1938,    But  the 
laws  were  loosely  drawn,  and  the  program  "hlew  up"  amid  charges  that  many  , 
farmers  had  "been  drawing  "soft  money"  for  "lost"  crops  thej-  really  had  no 
intention  or  means  of  raising. 

It  was  reinstated  in  1945  with  creation  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance 
Crrp,,  "backed  hy  the  federal  government.    But  this  time,  the  insurance  was 
limited  to  a  few  counties  as  a  testing  ground.     Some  of  these  are  in  I'/isconsin, 
A,  ¥,  Hamann  of  LaOce  Mills,  former  AAA  agent,  is  state  director  of  the  new 
program,  ■ 

There  hasnH  "been  a  serious  crop  failure  in  Wisconsin  in  more  than  10 
years.    But  at  hest,  farming  is  too  often  a  gam'ble,  there  heing  many  hazards 
over  which  the  farmer  has  little  or. no  cqntrol. 

From  ITev/  Orleans  Times-Picayune,  Fe"b,  9  - 

FAEM  PP.ODUCTIOIT  COilTROL  FAVOISD;  0'iIEA.L  l^ARITS  OH  PRICE  SIIPPORT  SXPEITDITURE 
-  Washington  -  Edward  A,  O'ileal,:  president  ;of  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federa^ 
tion,   said  Friday  the  American  people  "will  not  continue  to  pay  enormous  siims^ 
to  support  farm  prices  unless  production  controls  are  maintained,    O'lTeal  said 
the  farm  "bureau  desires  elimination  of  "duplication,  overlapping  and  \innecessary 
expense"  in  operation  of  federal-  farm  programs,   suggested  farmer s  ,  "have  a  voice" 
in  administering  them,  and  called  for  ['a  maximum  of  decentralization," 
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iFrom  Grand  Bapids  (llich,)  Press,  TeD,,  4  -  -  - 

miaYl-:i]iI  TOLI  BUTTSK  PEIGS  drop  ITOT         to  high  .output  -  The  decline  of 
30  cents  a  pound  in  the  price  of  "butter  has  "been  the  result  of  the  wartime 
destruction  of  the  nation's  produce  distri"')uticn  systom-und  net  of  ovcrprc— 
ducticn  of  . the  dairy  product^  E,  J,  Ryger  of  South  Bend,  Ind,,  manager  of -the 
Midwest  Producers  Creameries,  Inc.,  reported -Monday  at  the  annual  Michigan 
district  meeting  -^f  tho_  five— state  dairy  federation. 

louring,  the  wartime  hutter  shortage,,  Ryger  said,  -retailers  went  direct  to 
creameries  for  supplies*    He  explained  that  CPA  pricing  regulations  tended  to 
encourage  direct  sales^    This  practice  put  many  jo"bhers  and  wholesalers  out 
of  "business,  Ryger  stated, 

¥ith  the  return  of  a  free  economy,  the  dairy  leader  said,  "butter  prices 
advanced  and  these  market  advances  stimulated  production.    As  supplies  "became 
more  plentiful,  _  Kyger  said,  many  j rice-conscious  iDuyers  "forgst  their  wartime 
promises  not  to  forget  their  suppliers  in  periods  of  shortage's"  and  "began 
shopping  around.     This  caused  creameries  to  try  to  esta"blish  market  outlets 
through  form^er  jo"b"bers  and  wholesalers,  he  stated,  "but  t'nose  operators  v/ere 
no  longer  in  "business, 

Vith  the  distri"buting'  system  disorganized,  Ryger  said,  hutter  prices 
iiecame  vulnera"ble  and  declined  as  much  as  10  cents  a  pound  in  a  single  day. 
He  reported  it  is  going  to  take  some  time  to  reesta"blish  m.arket  outlets. 

Prom  ViTili-nington  (Del,).  Journal-Evcry  Evening,  Peh,  7  - 

SUGA.R  PROSPECTS  ^  Editorial  -  In  the  new  Congress  sugar  rationing,  along 
with  other  controls  left  over  froru  the  war,  faces  a  highly  uncer-bain  f-nture. 
In  addition  to  the  growing  sentiment  for  a"bolition  of_  remaining  controls, 
there  is  the  possi"bility  that  Congress  may  kill  them  indirectly  "by  refusing 
to  vote  additional  funds  to  OPA  for  their  enforcement. 

This  general  confusion  makes  it  difficult  to  say  hov/  much  importa.nce  to 
attach  to  the  OPA  order  validating  a  new  ration  stam|\,  good  for  10  pounds  of 
sugar,   on  April  1, 

There  is  one  definite  gain  which  housewives  can  count  on  as  a  result  of 
this  announcement.     The  new  stacrp  has  "been  validated  one  month  earlier  than 
was  planned.     This  means  that  the  c-urrent  f ivc-pound— iDer-pcrson  ration- can  "be 
used  up  in  three  months  instead  of  "being  stretched  thin  over  four. 

Outside  of  this,  however,   the  new  ration  loaves  the  home  sugar  situation 
pretty  mtich  in  dou"bt.     The  April  1  stamp  will  "be  good  for  10  pounds  ■  instead 
of  five  "but  this  if  offset  "by  the  announcement  that  no  canning  stamps  will  "be 
issued  this  year, 

Hov;ever,  prospects  are  "bright,  OPA  off.icials  3o,y  their  "host  guess"  is 
that  housewives  will  receive  35  pounds  per  person  in  1947, 

Prcru  Montgomery  (Ala,)  Advertiser,  Poh,  4  - 

PERTILIZER  PRODUCTIOIT  RISES,  BUT  U.  S,  PE.AJJr  ICS3PS  PACE  -  The  supply  of 
fertilizer  for  the  United  States  is  exjDe'.-^tod  to  reach  axi  all-time  high  this 
fiscal  year  and  will  he  more  than  double  the  l^.'55-o9  average  of  prewar  con- 
sumption, li/laile  fertilizer  production  in  the  United  States  of  fertilizers 
for  use  in  the  U,  S,  has  "been  steadily  increasing,   the  demand  has  "been  in- 
creasing rapidly  than  the  production.     This  information  was  developed  hy  Senate 
John  Sparlar.an  and  Congressman  George  Grant,  of  Alabama,  who  were  appointed  on 
a  ccm.raittee  "by  the  A]ra"bam.a  delegation  in  Congress, 
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From  New  York  Times,  Feb,  14  -  '     '    ,  .  , 

AID  TO  I'lEXICAN  CATTLE:  GROUP  ^'ROVES' BILL  TO  riELP  El^iD  t:OOT,  MOUTH 
DISEASE  THERE-Washington-The  House  Agriculture  Committee  today  approved  legis- 
lation to  enable  the  Agricult\ire  Department  to  aid  Mexico  in  eradicating  all 
outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease. 

Chairman  Clifford  R.  Hope,  Republican,  of  Kansas,  told  a  reporter  he 
"v\dll  take  the  bill  before  the  House  immediately  and  mil  urge  sv  if t  action. 

The  legislation  would  limit  to  Mexico,  participation  by  the  United 
States  in  cooperation  with  foreign  governments  in  stamxping  out  the  deadliest 
animal  infection  known  to  veterinary  science. 


LIES'  HEIJ3  SECRET  IN  SUGAT:  FRAUD:  FALSE  STATBOTTS  OBTAINED  DOUBLE  RATION 
COURT  HE/iRS-George  Long,  former  manager  of  the  Pure  Rock  Mineral  Springs  Corp. 
of  Ellenville,  N.Y.  testified  in  Federal  Court  yesterday  that  false  statements 
in  the  corporation's  application  to  the  Office  of  Price  Admj.nistration  had 
enabled  it  to  get  double  the  sugar  to  which  it  v/as  entitled,  ,  . 

The  corporation  and  its  former  president,  Harold  Gottfried,  of  4671 
FLeldston  Road,  the  Bronx,  are  on  trial  on  an  indictment  alleging  that  false 
statements  were  made  to  the  ^FA  on  the  amount  of  sugar  used  by  the.  corporation 
in  the  manufacture  of  soft  drinks  during  the  base  period  in  1941.. 


AGRICULTURE  GAINS  IN  MOST  OF  EUROPE:  FIGURES  SHOEING  L/RGE  ADVANCE  IN 
SUGi-\R  BEET  }L\RVEST  SEEN  AS  A  GOOD  AUGURY-Despite  terrific  handicaps  European  . 
agriculture  is  staging  a  remarkable  comeback  even  though  food  shortages  are  still 
the  number  one  problem  of  the  Continent,    This  is  indicated  in  estimates  of 
European  beet-sugar  production,  a  good  indicator  of  agricultural  productivity, 
released  yesterday. 

The  survey  of  production  conditions,  made  by  the  statistical  firm,  of 
F,  0.  Licht  andmde   public  by  the  Lamborn  Sugar  ^^'^arket  Report,  shows-  that 
generally  there  has  been  a  very  considerable  increase  in  sugar  beet  production. 
P'ith  the  exception  of  Yugoslavia,  SY/itzerland,  Ireland  and  possibly  Sweden, 
a  higher  sugar  output  is  expected  every^-rhere  in  view  of  conditions  up  to  the  end 
of  last  December, 


10^  PRICE  DECLINE  IS  SEEN  IN  LITVBER:  RITTER  FORECASTS  DROP  BEFORE  END 
OF  FIRST  QUARTER  DUE  TO  RESISTANCE  OF  YARDS-Lumber  prices  will  register  an  over 
all  drop  of  10  percent  before  the  end  of  the  first  quarter,  Fred  W.  Ritter, 
secretary  manager  of  the  Nev^  York  Lumber  Trades  Association,  predicted  yesterday. 
He  declared  that  the  reduction  mil  be  forced  because  yards  all  over  the  country 
propose  to  stock  substitute  materials  rather  than  pay  "unreasonable"  mill  prices'. 
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Ftom  NevY  York  Times,  Feb,  14  - 

AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  FOOD  UP  1.7%-Washington-Price  advances  in  most 
commodity  groups  raised  average  primary  market  prices  by  1  percent  during  the 
v/eek  ended  Feb,  S,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,    The  bureau's 
index  of  commodity  prices  in  primary  markets  reached.  14-1.7  percent  of  the  1926 
average,  0,6  percent  above  the  previous  post  war  peak  in  mid- January  and  32.3 
percent  above  early  February,  194-6, 

Average  prices  of  foods  moved  contrary  to  the  dovmvrard  trend  of 
recent  weeks  mth  a  rise  oi  1,7  percent,  and  farm  products  were  up  0,4  percent. 
Bad  weather  throughout  the  country  limited  shipments  ana  current  aemand  was 
stimulated  by  fears  of  possible  crpp  damage. 


COTTON  E:P0RT  subsidy  halved  as  fit-ids  SmiNK-AP-Tfeshington-The  Government 
tonight  cut  the  export  subsidy  rate  on  American  cotton  from  4  to  2  cents  a  pound, 
effective  tonight .    The  subsidy  is  being  paid  to  enable  exporters  to  sell 
American  cotton  in  world  markets  in  all  compsti.tion  vdth  foreign  cotton. 

The  cut  was  announced  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  which  explained 
that  a  growi.ng  shortage  of  funds  made  it  necessary. 


From  N,Y,  Journal, of  Commerce,  Feb,  14  - 

FORWHD  PRICING  SUGGESTED  TO  SPUR  SHIFTS  IN  CROPS-l'ashington-Critical 
of  the  existing  farm  support  price  program,  the  National  Planning  Association 
today  advanced  several  alternative  proposals  for  preventing  a  future  collapse  of 
agricultural  prices. 

Before  fanners  risk  abundance  NPA  said  in  a  phamphlet  on  the  subject, 
"they  must  have  some  assurance  of  strong  consumer  buj^ing  power,  some  kind  of 
income  support,  and  assistance  in  shifting  to  those  crops  that  e.re  really 
needed," 

Neither  the  old  A/A  nor  the  present  Steagall  price  supports  have  the 
effect  of  shifting  roduction  in  the  desired  directions,  it  v^as  pointed  out,  A 
system  of  ''forrrard  pricing"  viras  discussed  as  one  method  of  encouraging  in  shift 
from  unwanted  to  wanted  farm  products  and-  oi  aiding  iariuers  in  planning  ahead. 


From  yall  Street  Journal,  Feb.  14  - 

AaR  SAYS  DISTRi;3UTI0N  OF  FREIGHT  CARS  /JTONG  R;jrLRO;LDS  IS  EQUJT/^LE- 
Vashington-The  /'Ssociation  of  /umerican  Rajlroads  has  denied  charges  that  freight 
cars  are  inequitably  distributed, 

V/arren  C.  Kendall,  chairman  of  the  A, A,  R,  car  service:  division, 
yesterday  told  members  of  a  Senate  Subcommittee  studjdng  the  frei^t  car 
shortage  that  there  vras  "reasonable  equity"  in  the  geographical  distribution 
of  cars  during  1946, 

Mr.  Kendall's  statement  came  as  an  ansvirer  to  charges  made  by  western 
shippers  earlier  in  the  hearings.    They  contended  that  eastern  railroads 
preferred  to  pay  the  daily  charge  on  T/estern  rail  cars  and  have  the  use  of 
them,  rather  than  returning  the  cars  to.  their  ovmers. 
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Prom  Mempliis  (Tenn.)  Commercial  Appeal,  Fe"b,  6  -  • 

■  '  S0Y3EAHS  GA.1VI  YIELD  OIT  POOR  COTTOIT  LAiffi'  ■  -  "Soy"beans-  represent  a  prospec- 
tive use  for  some  of  our  second-grade  land  that  is  too  hazardous  for  cotton," 

This  evaluation  of  one  of  the  Mid-South' s  newest  crops  was  made  yester- 
day "by  C,        Sayre,  superintendent  of  the  Pelta  Branch  Experiment  Station  at 
Stoneville,  Miss,,  in  an  address  "before  the  Southern  Regional  Soybean  Con- 
ference, 

Trom  Chicago  Trihune,  Peh,  6  - 

A  POLITICAL  HiJiTCB  _  Editorial  -  ¥0  fewer  than  eight  congressmen  have_  intro- 
duced "bills  for  the  construction  of  a  fence  along  the  2,000  miles  of  this 
country' s  southern  horder,    A  right  of  way  60  feet  wide  would  "be  acquired^.  The 
cost  of  the  project  and  a  year's  maintenance • is  put  at  $2,600,000,    As  every— 
"body  familiar  v;ith  the  natural  history  of  federal  puolic  vrorks  knows,  the  actual 
cost  will  "be  much  higher  if  this  crazy  scheme  is  approved,     First  estimates 
should  always  "be  written  up  at  least  50  per  centi 

The  excuse  for  the  fence  is  the  threat  of  hoof  and  mouth  disease.  Some 
Mexican  cattle  are  infected  and  it  is  said  that  the  disease  will  spread  into 
this  country  unless  a  fence  is  erected  to  permit  an  effective  quarantine. 

It's  a  fine  "excuse  and  the  only  trou'ble' with  it  is  the  fact  that  if  herds 
in  this  country  are  going  to  he  contaminated,  the  damage,  will  have  "been  done- 
long  "before  the  fence  is  "built.     The  real  reason  for  the  appropriation  is  not 
pu"blicly  avowed  "but  it  is  plain  enough;  the  desire  of  southwestern  congressmen, 
particularly  Texans,   to  spend  a  lot  of  federal  money  in  their  districts, 

Trom  "Miami  (Ha,)  Hews,  Ee"b,  5- 

HA"\E  1  POTATOt  -  Editorial  -  Twenty  million  hushels  of  potatoes,  which 
the  taxpayers  of  the  United  States  "bought  from  growers  under  the  government's 
farm  price  support  program  are  going  to  "be  destroyed.    Millions  and  millions  of 

other  "bushels  of  potatoes  so  "bought  arc  going  to  "be  given  or  sold  at  a  song 
for  varipus  and  sundry  more  or  loss  \iseful  purposes. 

These  surplus  millions  of  "bushels  cam.e  a"bout  "because  the  governm.ent  guaran- 
tee of  90  per  cent  of  parity. 

The  same  sort  of  thing  will  "be  happening  in  other  crops  this  year  and  next 
year,  for  the  government  price  guarantees  will  hold  good  for  two  years  after 
the  formal  end  of  the  war. 

It  is  not  "beyond  the  realm  of  possihility  that  the  support  program  will 
cost  the  taxpayers  $2,000,000,000  in  1947  and  1948,     In  fact,-  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Anderson  cites  that  figure. 

The  farm  "bloc  in  congress  might  well  give  a"  little  thought  to  the  prospect 
and  take  appropriate  steps  to  protect  the  taxpayers  from  a  severe  rooking.  If 
they  permit  that  to  happen,  it  might  "be  there  will  "be  a  revulsion  of  pu'blic 
opinion  which  will  scrap  the  whole  price  support  system. 
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Prom  Hartford  (Conn.)  Times,  Fe"h.  5  .  "  . 

POTA.TO'  SUHP-LUS  -  EditGrial  -  Agriculturally,   the  war  is  not  only  over  Mt 
■soiEe  peacetime  conditionG  have  so  fully  returned  that  surplus  potatoes  are 
"being  dumped  "by  the  thouspnds  of  huchelSo     ^©uirping  surplus  potatoes  is  nothing 
new  "but  when  the  "spuds"  represent  $2,,C5  per  "bushel  of  government  p.rice-sup^ 
porting  mo'ney_  the  wastage  takes  on  pulDlic  interest^ 

In  Connecticut  only  "bad  potatoes  have  "been  disposed  of  so  far  yia  the  • 
garbage  routCo    But  the  gcverrjnont  has  accepted  heavy  loss  in  disposing  of 
man,:-'  thousand  bushels  of  -^2,05  potatoes  to  farmers  for  about  12  cents  a  "bushel 
for  livestock  feed. 

In  Maine,  v/here  the  surplus  rians  into  huge  figures,   the  glut  has  provoked 
a  challenging  question  as  to  the  wisdom^ ■  of  the  high  supporting  price  which  has 
prevailed  under  the  .Steagall  Law*     One  effect  has  been  that  the  Production 
and  Marketing  Administration  of  the  Pederal  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
ordered  a  cut  in  acreage  for  1947, 

Prom  Denver  (Colo.)  Post,  Pcb,  5  - 

LAND  lOR  ALL  TIFiE  _  Editorial  -  The  land  that  grows  America's  food  knows 
no  party  lines.     It' s  neither  Roipubliean  land,   or  Democratic  land.     It  "really 
belongs  to  the  nation,  and  it's  the  farmer's  job  to  see  that  future  -generations 
fall  heir  to  good  land,^    Saving  the  soil  therefore  is  just  as  important  to  the 
city  man  as  to  the  farmer «, 

Those  stntemients  came  out  of  the  first  day' s  sessions  here  of  the  Colorado 
Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts,     They  reflect  the  rapidly  improv- 
ing social  outlook  of  the  users  of  the  soil.     The  "black  blizzard"  of  the 
'30s  sharpened  all  thinking  on  soil  conservation.     Land  owners  want  no  more 
such  diastors  to  sweep  the  basis  of  their  livelihood  to  the  four  v;inds.  And 
they  are  looking  beyond  their  own  tenure  on  the  land  and  realizing  that  true 
conscrva,tion  means  conserving  for  all  time,  •         .  .-x 

Prom  San  Diego  (Calif.)  Union,  Pcb,  4^- 

REVIVriK}  TIE.  TARIPP  ISSL^  -  Editorial  -  Purthcr  indications  that  the 
long  moribund  tariff  may  pmject  itself  as  a  major  topic  of  controversy  in 
congress  appear  in  the  recent  tEstimony  of  Charles  Vf,  Holman,   secretary  of  the 
national  Cooperative  iiilk  Prcducets  Pederation,  before  the  house  reciprocity 
information  committee,    Mr,  Holman  exp'rcssed  a  fear  that  the  lowering  of  duties 
on  agricultural  imports  would  impose  ]:ardships  on  American  farmers,  sacrificing 
t;\eir  Interests  on  behalf  of  industrialist  who  would  gain  in  exports  to  countries 
enjoying  lo\7  tariffs  on  products  shipped  to  the  United  States,.'. 

The  dairy  spokesm.an  saidl- 

"It  is  a  futile  and  illo-rjical  policy  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to 
set  up  huge  production  goals  for  our  farmers,  while  the  State  Department  is 
allowed  to  dynamite  .farm  prices  by  duty  slashes  that  invite  imports  of  lov;^cost 
agricultural  products.     It  is  a  policy  that  inevitably  will  shrinlc  and  slirivel 
the  production  and  buying  capacity  of  the  American  farmer,'^ 
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(The  newspapers  aftd^daiagazines  from'whTch  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room" 'Zt.l/iA,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 

Prom  Nev.--  York  Times,  Feb,  17  - 

FARJ'l  PROSPERITY  PUT  AT  PEAK        '  46-C0NFEREi:CE  BOARD  ANALYSTS  FORECASTS 
LOV.^  PRICES  ARE  NOV/  IN  PROSPECT-Am.erican  farmer  prosperitj^  hit  its  peak  in 
1946,  according  to  an  analysis  of  the  outlook  for  agriculture  for  the  coming 
year  released  yesterday  by  the  National  Industrial  Conference  Board.  Lover 
prices  for  1947  are  predicted  officially  and  unofficially  despite  heay7  domestic 
and  foreign  demand  and  short  supplies,  it  said. 

Prior  to  Vi'orld  War  II,  the  analysis •  points  out,  the  best  farm  year  was 
1919  when  net  income  amounted  to  about  $9,250,000,000,    It  rose  to  $13,250,000,000 
in  1945  and  in  1946  climbed  to  $14,700,000,000.    Increased  productivity  during 
the  war  years  pushed  gross  income  up  I56  percent  while  production  expenses 
increased  102  percent. 

The  agriculture  balance  sheet  showed  that  resources  devoted  to  gromng 
farm  crops  and  ' raising  liirestock  totaled  nearly  $102,000,000,000  at  the 
beginning  of  1946,  the  report  states.    More  than  half  of  all  the  assets  oivned 
by  farmers  was  in  real  estate,  which  compares  ivith  1940  when  farm  land  accounted 
for  almost  two  thirds  of  all  assets.    By  Nov,  1,  1946,  the  value  of  farm  real 
estate  had  risen  until  it  was  within  11  percent  of  the  1920  high. 


F;\RliERS  irWI.0N  LP.GES  SPEED  ON  TRiiJjE  PACTb-^iasnin-ton-The  National  farmers 
Union  urged  today  the  speedy  making  01  reciprocal  trade  pacts  with  foreign 
countries  "to  restore  foreign  markets  for  American  agriculture," 

In  a  brief  for  the  State  Department's  Committee  on  Reciprocity  Information, 
Russell  Smith,  legislative  secretary  of  the  farmers'  group,  declared  that  the 
success  of  the  proposed  International  Trade  Organj.zation  "hangs  upon  the  success 
of  trade  agreements  negotiations," 


VHEAT  LACK  HITS  RATIONS  FOR  ITALY-Rome-Dwindling  of  wheat  supplies  has 
obliged  the  Italian  Government  to  reduce  the  amount  of  wheat  rations  for  the 
period  of  Feb,  20  to  the  end  of  this  month,  it  was  made  knoTO  today.  By 
March  1,  it  is  hoped,  impjrtaticns  from  Argentina  and  other  sources  will  have 
reestablished  the  situation. 


From.  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  Feb,  17  - 

TO  SIILP  PALM  OIL-BelgTLijim  has  agreed  to  ship  65,000,000    pounds  of  palm 
oil,  essential  to  tin  plate  production,  to  the  United  States  during  1947, 
Cmer  Herrmann,  United  States  representative  to  the  fats  and  oils  branch. 
International  Emergency  Food  Council,  said  yesterday. 
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From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Comraerce,  Feb.  17  - 

GERiVIAI'.;  POTASH  DUE  HERE  IN  i/IAY-V.'ashington-The  Government  hopes  to  arrange 
for  delivery  by  the  end  of  May  of  about  25,000  tons  potash,  KpO^  available  for 
export  to  the  United  States  from  the  Soviet  zone  of  German. 

Negotiations  for  financing  the  purchase  of  this  tonnage  are  in  progress 
and  the  outlook  is  favorable  for  their  successful  conclusion  soon,  a  Lepartnient 
of  Agriculture  spokesraan  said. 


DECLINE  IN  COST  OF  LIlOiNG  SLO;.ED  DOuN-The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  report 
that  the  index  of  retail  prices  of  "livi.ng  essentials  commonly  bought  by  moderate 
incom.e  families" — usually  identified  as  its  cost  of  li^i-ng  index — declined 
moderately  from  Dec,  15  to,  Jan.  15.    The  drop  vjas  '^/lO  of  1  point  and  brought  the 
index  dovm  to  153 • 

Retail  food  prices  in  large  cities  dropped  1  percent  from  m.id-December 
to  mid- January  for  the  second  straight  month.  A  seasonal  decline  of  10  percent 
in  egg  prices,  contributed  heavily  to  the  decline  in  average  food  costs.  Prices 
of  dairy  products  dropped  about  5  percent,  and  fats  and  oils  averaged  2h  percent 
lo-'A'er  on  Jan.  15  than  on  Dec.  15.    The  food  price  index  for  Jan.  15,  1947,  is 
estimated  at  about  184.  percent  of  the  1935-39  averages. 

The  decline  in  the  BLS  cost  of  li-'/ing  index  was  smaller  than  anticipated. 
Moreover,  the  reversal  in  food  prices  that  followed  the  extreme  January- 
February  cold  wave  in  large  parts  of  the  country  mil  sharplj^  limit  any  drop 
in  the  index  for  the  Jan,  15  to  Feb.  15  period. 


SUG'VR  -The  sugar  rationing  p)rogram  is  definitely  safe  until  March 
Meanwhile,  sugar  men  believe  that  Congress  v/ill  enact  legislation  to  continue  the 
program  as  requested  by  the  President,    European  beet  sugar  production  in 
1946-Z^7  mil  be  substantially  higher  and  beet  plantings  in  the  spring  vj-ill  rise. 


PRIVATE  TTORTATION  OF  BLACKSTRAP  MO^ASSES-wasrdngton-The  Office  of 
Temporary  Controls  announced  it  noYi  mil  permit  private  importation  of 
blackstrap  molasses  from  Puerto  Rico  for  any  purposes  and  that  import  licenses 
mil  be  issued  under  the  agency's  import  order. 


DU  PONT  REDUCES  PRICES  ON  NYION  YARNS--'ilmington-E,  I.  du  Pont  de  Nemours 
8t  Co.  Inc.,  cut  nylon  yarn  prices  an  average  of  6  percent  effective  todaj-.  The 
reductions  range  from  five  cents  to  $1  a  pound  through  the  entire  list  of 
njloxL  types  produced^ 
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?rom  Lcs  Angeles  (Calif.)   Tines,  I'e'b.  4  - 

CICRUS  CROPS  mi-iAC-3  SLIGHT  -  Lcs  Angeles  Coiinty  citrtis  crops  v;ere  Uit 
little  daraaged  "b^  the  low.  tempera  bares  ■  of  January,  according  to  Harold  J, 
Ryan,   ccxinty  agricultural,  commissioner, 

Ryan  said  yesterday  that  some  harm  may  have  'been  recorded  in  un^ 
protected  Valencia  groves  that  will  com.e  to  -  light  later.     The  successive  ^ 
cold  waves  were  not  of  long  enough  duration  to  injure  mature  navels  or  next 
sea,son*s  Valencias,  however. 

Some  areas  reported  tender  fcilage  killed  and  ""button"  lemons  dam.aged. 
In  general,  all  crops  virere  slowed  in  maturing  "by  the  cold,  with  the  result  that 
variants  in  q^uality  and  yield  may  "become  apparent  at  a  later  date, 

From  Ifaterloo  (lowa, )  Courier,  Peh,  4  - 

CSOP  PEOLUCTIOIT  CONTROL  -  Editorial  -  The  Tepartment  of  Agriculture  has 
authorized  the  destruction,  of  20,000,000  "bushels  cf  low-grade  and  rotting 
potatoes  which  were  stored  under  the  government  price-support  plan, 

.  Sven  this  fantastic  waste,  however,  does  net  eliminate  the  potato  surplus 
which  is  estimated,  at  45,000,000  liushels  as  a  result  cf  enormous  crops  during 
1946,  - 

It  may  "be  that  this  appalling  waste  was  unavoida"ble  and  that  no  one  is  to 
"be  "blamed,    Uhder  the  war.  psychology  of ,  recent  years,  -the  stress  has  "been  upon 
miaximium  production  and  the  individual  farmer  had  no  reason  to  anticipate  this 
sudden  glut.     The  destruction  of  so  much  food  here  seemxs  particularly  deplora"ble 
in  view  of '  inadequate  supplies  a"broad;  "but  relief  officials  say  that  it  would  "be 
too  costly  to  ship  potatoes  to  needy  countries, 

But,  if 'we  mark:  off  _  the  cost  of  20,000,000  oushels  of  potatoes  as  a  war 
expense,   the  experienee  should  serve  as  a  warning  of  impending  agricultural 
surpluses  in  other  crops.    The  pu"blic  is  comuTdtted  to  government  aid  to 
agriculture;  "but  experience  has  shcv/n  that  such  program.3  mu^t  "be  m.atched  "by 
compiilsory  production  control, 

Prom  Flint  (llich. )  Journal,  I'e'h,  4  - 

SUGAR  PROBUl  -  Hditorial  —  Predictions  arc  "being  m.ade  that,  among  other 
things,   Congress  intends  to  open  all— out  investigation  of  the  sugar  shortage. 
It  is  "believed  that  the  prohc  pro'ba'bly  will  "be  made  iiy  the  House  Agriculture 
Gcmimittee  investigating  food  pro"bloms, 

Repuhlicans,  according  to  the  orogn'^sticator s,  are  determined  to  jump 
into  the  middle  cf  the  sugar  shortage,  which  they  claim  has  resulted  from  ITcw 
Deal  hungling. 

Rep,  Au.gij.st  Andre  sen;  of  Minnesota,  Relieves  ~  and  sa^rs  he  will  prove  — 
that  per  capita  sugar  consumption  in  the  United  States  can  "be  boosted  "by  15 
pounds  this  year.    He  says  .that  indtistrial,  sugar  users  could  and  should  get 
25  per  cent  more  annually.     Other  foodstuffs,   including  fats  and  oils, also 
v/ill  come  under  Rep,  Andresen' s  scrutiny,   it  .is  said. 
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JYom  Jaclisonvillo  Florida  T'imes-Union,   FelD,  10  - 

A  EYlSIOPiSirJ  0?  HUGH  II-IPORTAiTCS  TO  SOUTH  -  Editorial  -  Announcement  "by 
the  United  States  ropartraent  of  Agriculture  that  funds  have  "been  made  ayaila,"ble 
"bv  ?ed.oral  and  State  agencies  to  6mx.loi\27B  more  Jicgro  Agricultural  IJxtensicn 
Service  workers  in  the  South  is  news  of  great  economic  and  social  in:porta,ncc 
to  this  section; 

The  announcement  reveals  that  $2,218,209  will  "be  spent  this  year  as 
compared  v/ith  $1,036,  668  in  1942,  which  lep resents  an  increase  of  114  per  cent 
ever  the  five-year  period, _  The  increase  enahles  the  Hxtension  Service  to 
employ  817  (/.emonstration  workers  instead  of  the  539  engaged  in  aiding  the  colored 
farm  people  five  years  ago, 

Results  of  the  efforts  of  these  specialists  should  go  a  long  way  toward 
making  the  colored  farmers  more  independent,  and  help  materially  in  the  general 
program  aimed  at  strengthening  the  economic  position  of  the  colored  people 
generally,    Economic  strength  and  increased  self-reliance  that  will  enalsle  them 
.to  lean  less  on  the  white  man  are  among  their  most  urgent  needs, 

Prom  Phoenix  Arizona  Hcpuljlic,  Peh,  6  - 

SU3PLUS  PAC3ID  BT  FA2l''I  LABOR  ~  With  95  percent  of  the  state's  cotton  crop 
picked,  Arizona  faces  the  possilDility  cf  a  surplus  of  farm  lahor  until  the 
spring  vegctahle  harvest,  according  to  Roy  R,  Yo-ung,  state  supervisor. 

Young  said  yesterday  that  more  than  10,000  migrant  workers  entered  the 
state  in  the  la.st  four  months  cf  19-6  —  the  majority  to  pick  cotton.  He 
estimated  that  5,000  migrant  workers  remain  today,   in  addition  j;o  1,734  Mexi- 
can nationals  still  employed  on  Arizona  farms,    A  poll  of  migrant  workers  indi- 
cated at  least  2,000  would  i?refor  to  remain  here  if  they  can  find  w«rk, 

"As  the  next  few. months  are  generally  a  slack  period  in  farm  employment, 
the  Parm  la^oor  Bureau  if  offering  its  full  facilities  toward  placing  these 
workers, "  Young  said, 

Prom  G-reenville  (S.C.)  Hews,  Pch,  7- 

'THLj  SOUTH  AHP  ITS  JOBS  -  ilditorial  -  Secretary  Hrug  is  one  of  the  latest 
to  utter  some  apparently  ominous  words  on  the  great  loss  of  jol)S  that  may  "be 
suffered  "by  farm  workers  in  the  South  as  a  result  of  increasing  mechanization 
of  cotton  j:3roduc  tion. 

But  I-^r,  Krug  is  more  conservative  than  some  of  the  i^i-'ophcts  of  unsettling 
economic  readjr.strnent  in  this  section  through  this  cause.     Ho  puts  the  total 
num"ber  of  cotton  state  workers  facing  ",jo"b  upheaval"  prospects  at  tv;o  million, 
"but  strct'shcs  tb.e  time  period  over  twenty  .years, 

7ell,   in  that  tim.e,   the  South  should  "bo  at)lc  to  develop  a  whole  lot  more 
jc"b  oiDportunities  in  industry  and  commerce;  and  "besides,   it' pro'ba"bly  safe 
to  predict  that  there  will  "be  much  greater  activity  on  Southern  farms  in  pro- 
ducing other  things  "besides  cotton.     The  "bigger  national  population  and  its 
greater  a"bility  to  "buj'"  more  food  undcu"btedly  spoils  important  things  for 
Scithern  agricultiirc  in  the  coming  years. 
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(The  newspapers  and  magazines  from  which  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  .on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  Al^A.    Pnone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I,) 

From  New  York  Times,  Feb.  18  - 

ATTACK  U.S.  POLICY  ON  POTATO  SUPPORT:  GROVJERS  ASK  END  OF  PROGRid:^  CREATING 
WiSTEFUL  SURPLUS — CONSIDER  COUNl'SR  PLAN-The  Government  should  desist  from  a  farm 
price  support  program,  that  tends  to  create  wasteful  surpluses ,  leaders  of  the 
nation's  potato  industry  said  j'-esterday,.    Potato  growers  do  not  believe 
taxpayers  should  be  forced  to  pay  more  than  filOO^OOO^OOO  a  year  to  maintain 
an  artificial  level  of  potato  production,  they  said. 

Growers  met  yesterday  in  panel  discussion  at  the  Forty  third  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  United  Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Association  to  discuss  -v'-aj^s  and 
means  of  meeting  problems  created  by  huge  v>far  surpluses,  record  production 
and  declining  consumption  of  potatoes. 

Three  possible  solutions  to  the  government  problemi  are  now  under  discussion 
by  the  grov-ers,  it  was  revealed.    Considerable  sup''^ort  was  expressed  for  a 
market  agreement  among  growers  themselves  in  order  to  assure  marketing  rather 
than  production  control*    Other  suggestions  are  changing  present  regulations  from 
a  fixed  price  support  program,  to  a  flexible  schedule  of  prices  based  on  fluctna- 
tiona  of  production,  and  complete  marketing  control  establishing  fixed  market 
quotas    on  an  historic  basis  within  the  limits  of  ivhich  farmers  must  sell.  A 
final  resolution  adopting  one  of  these  plans  is  expected  before  the  panel 
discussions  are  closed  tomorrov;:,- 


SEES  liORLD  TRADE  KEY  TO  PROSPERITY:  Hi\RPjmN  TELLS  CHICAGO  GROUP  HIGH 
INDUSTRY,  FAF^'I  OUTPW.'  DEPE^J'D  ON  ITS  E:  PAN  SI  ON-C  hie  a  go-Expanded  world  markets  are 
essential  to  the  continued  high  level  of  industrial  ana  agricultural  production 
in  the  United  States,  Secretary  of  Gomriierce       .^verell  warriman  told  the  Chicago 
World  Trade  Conference  today,  • 

1.     Foreign  demand  for  j-Jiitrican  products  is  "tremendous"  limited  only  by 
the  amount  of  United  States    productive  surplus  and  the  r.;bility  of  other  countries 
to  pay.    2,    He  does  not  "foresee  a  depression,"    3,    The  Government  hopes  to 
establish  stability  in  world  trade  through  reciprocal  trade  agreements  rith 
other  countries  and  establisiiment  of  the  International  Trade  Organization  with 
its  objective  of  world  trade  expansion -on  a  multilateral  basis. 


HOTELS,  CLUBS  URGED  TO  CONSERVE  ON  FOOD-Thc  responsibility  of  hotels  and 
private  clubs  in  conserving  food  supplies  to  assist  the  Government's  prorram  of 
feeding  peoples  abroad  and  needy  American  f?jnilies  was  stressed  yesterday  by  John 
L.  Hennessy,  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Hotel  Statler  Company,  Inc.    He  spoke 
at  the  convention  of  the  Club  Managers  Association  of  Am.erica. 
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Erom  New  York  Times,  Feb.  1£'  ~ 

FAMINE  IMPEFtlLING  RimiHA:  U.S.  IS  RUSHING  ARIfY  FOOD-Paris-A  serious 
■famine  said  to  be  threatening  death  to  tens  of  thousands  of  persons  nor;  is  in 
full  sway  in  Rmania,  according  to  diplomatic  reports  received  here,  (President 
Truman  announced  that  sufficient  United  States  Army  food  to  aid  500,000  was 
being  rushed  to  Moldavia,  in  northern  Rumania.) 

At  the  same  time,  there  viere  increasing  indications  of  a  food  shortage 
through  the  Y/estern  and  southwestern  republics  of  the  Soviet  ^^nion  that  were 
causing  great  hardship  throughout  the  USSR  and  -vj-ere  being  felt  even  in  Moscow, 
where  rations  had  been  reduced  in  the  ordinary  State  shops.  I 

Apparently  the  faian.ne  conditions  have  been  inauced  mainly  by  the  194-6 
drought,  which  hit  the  black  earth  belt  running  from  the  heart  of  Rumania  as 
far  east  as  the  Volga  Valley, 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  Fob.  18  -  ' 

SPURTING  GR^ilN  PRICES  DON'T  ALTER  THE  OUTLOOK  K)R  LO^TR  VAJUES  LATEP.  THIS 
YE/s-R.  —Pacemaker  wheat,  now  some  32  cents  a  bushel  over  last  month's  low,  is 
goaded  by  two  price  boosters.    First,  Governm.ent  ea'gorness  to  huy  for  export 
amounts  as  European  crop  prospects  darken.    Second,  the  freight  car  scarcity  keepj 
wheat  on  farms  and  in  country  elevators.    Result:    A  hotter-and-hotter  scramble 
between  the  Government  and  home  users  to  snatch  v;hat grain  is  able  to  get  to 
market.,  , 

Wheat  in  the  country  is  rtill  abrndaht.    Prospects  for  this  year  s  crops 
are  the  best  ever.    And,  quite  significantly,  wheat  for  delivery  next  Sept. 
(in  the  futures  market)  is  nearly  $0  cents  a  bushel  cheaper  than  March-delivery 
grain . 


eUCAN  SUGiiR  GROWERS  W.J  GET  A  MOkE  BUSINESS  REWjaRD  FOR  ?'AR  SERVICE-The 
U.S.  State  Department  thinks  they  deserve  it.  '  During  the  war,  -"Philippine  sugar 
was  cut  off,  U.S.  beet  gravrevs  turned  to  other  more  profitable  crops  requiring 
less  labor,  and  Cuba  was  left  to  make  up  the  deficit.    The  Cubans  rose  to  the 
occasion  by  boosting  output  from  a  prewar  annual  average  of  little  more  than 
three  million  tons  to  nearly  six  .million  this  year. 

In  recognition  of  this  sei-vice,  the  btate  Depai'tment  will  propose  the 
island  be  given  a  larger  share  of  the  U.S.  peacetime  market.    Ihe  proposal 
will  be'nade  as  a  counter  move  to  the  O'I'iahoney  bill,  wlriich  seeks  to  give 
domestic  cane  and  beet  growers  more  of  the  home  market  at  the  expense  of  Cuba 
through  juggling  the  complicated  sugar  quotas. 


V.EED  RESEARCH  indicates  Mexican  fireweed  (botanists  caJ.l  it  "kochia") 
may  provide  feed  insurance  for  dry  years  in  the  Gruat  Plains  count rj'".  '  South 
Dakota  experimenters  liave  found  that  this  plant,  considered  a  "v.reed"  for  20 
years,  has  nearly  as  much  fee-i  value  as  alfalfa.    It  thrives  during  drought. 
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BAlTIOiiSS  I^UST  ASSIST  FAEi-ISES  lOR  THE  PUTUPOH  -  "Build  an  economic  foundation 
under  farmers  so  they  will  iDe  read^/  for  any  e conomic- change  in  the  future," 

This  advice  was  given  "by  C,  ¥,  Bailey,  president  of  the  Aj.erican  Banlcers' 
Association,   ts  members  of  the  Vermont  Bankers'  Association  last  night. 

Saying  thc.t  it  v;as  the  -duty  cf  bankers  to  assist  farmers,  Bailey  outlined 
a  five-point  program  for  assisting  the  farm  group. 

"Encourage  them  to  "build  a  "balanced  farming  program,  "  advised  Ba,iley, 
"Agricultural  prices  may  drop  in  the  future  -  now  is  the  time  to  get  this 
foundation  "built.  " 

Other  recommendations  to  the  "bankers  were  to  encourage  the. .farmer  to  get 
out  of  de'bt  now,   to  urge  him  to  "build  up  a  financial  reserve,   to  assist  him  in 
a  soil  conserx-'ation  program,  and  to  contri"bute  to  the  education  of  farm,  youth, 
so  the  younger  generation  on  the  farms  v/ill  not  leave  their  homes  to  go  into 
industry,  •  . 

JSSITESS  CALLS  PAHi-I  SUi^SlBY  PLAIT  liADSqUATIE  _  Government  su"bsidies  were  called 
inadequate  answers  to  the  country's  Dostv/ar  agriculture  pro"bl©m  Konday  "by  Dr, 
0,  B,  Jesness,  professor  of  agricultural  economdcs  at  "[Jniversity  S'arm, 

2r;  Jesness  scored  su"bsidi zation  of  farm  products  to  maintain  high  price 
levels  at  opening  sessions  of  the  Minnesota  Bankers  coriference  at  the  University 
of  Minnesota, 

"I  see  no  promise  in  a  goverriment  price  program  that  will  "benefit  agri- 
culture as  much  as  continued  high  employm.ent  and  high  production  in  non-agri- 
cultural industries, "  Dr.  Jesness  declared. 

The  farmer  needs  nationwide  prosperity  to  maxket  all  his  products,  he 
added,    I'he  farmer  also  relies  on  industry  to  produce  many  of  the  things  her 
aad  his  neigh"'oors  in  rural  America  need  to  miaintain  and  "better  their  standard 
of  living, 

?r,  Jesness  forecast  continued  high  production  from  agriculture  despite 
shrinking  markets,. 

As  a  substitute  for  subsidies  he  suggested  greater  distribution  of  farra_ 
products  among  low  income  class  pecples  who  need  more  fruits  and  vegetables 
in  their  diets  and  a  continued  international  m.arket  for  agriculture  products, 

From  Louisville  (Ky.)  Times,  Peb,  5  -  ■ 

TO  THOSE  mo  HAVE  _  Editorial  -  Is  the  nation  getting  ready  for  an  Eat 
Another  Potato  Week  this  year?     Twenty  million  bushels  of  the  1S46  crop  spoil 
and  Representative  Shafer,  of  Michigan,  big  potato-producing  State,  advances 
a  plan  for  the  consumption  of  an  anticipated  100, 000, OOO-b^ishel  surplus, 

he  proposes  that  those  who  already  eat  enough  bread  and  potatoes  use  four 
per  cent  of  potato  meal  in  wheat  bread.     It  v;ill  taste  so  much  better,  he  argues, 
that  well— fed  people  will  eat  more  bread  and  thus  cons^ame  as  much  wheat  flour 
as  they  do  nov/^    Hepresente.tive  Shafer  follo\\rs,  the  familiar  pattern  of  social 
and  eccxiomic  endeavor.    He  wants  those  who  are  doin.g  their  share  to  do  more, 
\    ignoring  the  untapped  reservoir  of  assistance, 

I  There  are  in  the  United  States  enough  persons  lacking  sufficient  nourish- 

'l  ment  to  turn  all  surpluses  into  scarcity.    But  it's  easier  on  the  mental  facul- 
\  ties,  cf  course,   to  regard  a  social  problem  of  underconsumption  as  an  economac 
one  of  overproduction  and  ask  these  v;ho  h^ave  had  enough  to  eat  more. 
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From  Ifneeling  (W.Va.)  Hov/s-Register,  ?eTD,..9  - 

OUR  SUQAP-  SUPPLY  -  The  estimated  Cutan  sugar  crop  for  1947-48  is  5,5v 
tcjas.    This  is  an  increase  of  seme  1,500,000  tons  over  last  year,    A  House  . 
investigation  sub- committee  ."insists"  that  the  United  States  take  this  entire 
increp,sc  for  itself.    That  would  give  us  3,300,000  tens,  and  leave  2,200,000 
for  the  other  26  nations  in  the  intcrnaticnal  sugar  pool  for  whom  we  "buy  in 
Cuha, 

This  woulc-  add  15  pounds  to  our  jer  capita  domestic  quota  "bringing  it 
up  to  40_pounds,  Industrial  users  would  get  a  33;>  per  cent  "boost  in  their 
allocationB,    And  what  alDout  the  rest  of  the  world? 

Hop,  August  Andrcscn  of  Minnesota,  the  su"b- commit  tee  chairman,  says  that 
this  windfall  of  sugar  to  the  "United  States  would  "be  offset  "by  an  estimated 
increase  of  1,183,000  tons  in  European  production.    But  ho  admits  that  European 
consumption  v;ould  still  "bo  "below  ours, 

Ve  hcep  rcmcm"bering  the  glowing  words  a"bout  gallant  Prance,  gallant  Bel- 
gium, g-allant  Uorway,  that  have  resounded  through  the  halls  of  Congress*  We 
keep  recalling  the  expressions  of  pity  and  admiration  that  their  citizens 
evoked  from  our  congressmen. 

But  that  was  "back  in  the  days  when  these  gallant  people  were  fighting' for 
their  existence,  not  threatening  to  ro"b  us  of  an  extra  spoon  of  sugar  for  our 
coffee* 


.Prom  Dallas  .  Times-Herald  -  Pe"b^  3  ~  » 

QUAPAirTIlG  G-I"7ES  OITIT  TEI^IPOHARY  PHOTSCTIOi-T  -  Editorial  -  The  cars 
which  have  "been  raised  against  the  shipment  of  ca,ttle  into  this  country  from 
Mexico  "because  of  hoof  and  mouth  disease  recall  the  quarantines  which  have 
"been  applied  to  Texas  "because  of  tick  fever. 

Hoof  and  mouth  disease  is  deadly  and  keeping  it  out  of  this  country  is 
essential  to  preservation  of  the  cattle  industry,  li/hen  the  disease  is  dis- 
covered, quarar.tine  is  justif ia"ble, 

Hov/ever,  as  Secretary  ef  Agriculture  Anderson  points-  out,  '  a  mere  "banning 
of  live  cattle  is  not  a  dcpendahle  safeguard  against  lihc  disease.     The  germ 
can  "be  "brought  across  the  "border  "by  other  means, 

Q,uarantine  affords  temporary,  emergency  protection,  "but  the  only  permanent 
safeguard  is  conquest  of  the  malad;/  itself  at_  the  source.     If  Mexico  is  not  in 
position  to  wage  an  effectual  "battle  against  the  disease:,  it  would  seem  that 
help  from  the  United  States  would  "be  in  order, 

Q,uite  o'Dviously,  only  such  aid  can  "be  giyen  as'  Mexico  is  v/illing'  to  accept, 
for  no  caiTipaign  can  "be  waged  successfully  without  wholehearted,  friendly 
colla"boration  "between  the  two  countries. 

Prom  Atlanta  Constitution,  Ee"b,  8  -  ' 

BIVIIiSLTBS  ni  REPOEESTATIOIT  -  Editorial  -  Unless  stringont  measures  are 

adopted,  either  voluntarily  or  "cy  governm.ont  regulation,  this  country  may  soo: 

find  frame  dwellings  only  a  grim  reminder  of  a  national"*f oily.  And  from  tne  r 

of  tim"ber  consumption  this  situation  is  not  a  more  possi'oility  for  the  far, 

far  distant  future.     It  is  destindd  to  come  within  the  lifetimes  of  many  who 

today  are  no  longer  young.     There  are  43  percent  less  saw  tiii'i'ber  in  the  fore 

today  than  in  1909,   the  Pepartment  of  Agriculture  says.  That  means  landowner 

must  replant  at  least  twice  as  many  trees  as  they  now  arc  replanting  simply  t 

retain  the  present  l\im"b6r  supply.  „  ^  j,r. 
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From  New  York  Times,  Feb.  19  - 


ll^S^  DEPARTliENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORJ-IATION 
Yfeshington  25,  D.C. 


ch  these  agricultural  items  are 
.    Phonti  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 


WORLD  AGREBIENT  ON  IHEAT  SOUGHT j  PROPOSED  PACT  vJOULD  SPECIFY  U<S.  EXPORT 
FAm?  PRICE  OF  $L  TO  $1.30  A  BUSHEL-'"ashin^ton-A  proposed  international  T/heat 
agreement,  made  public  Tiere  today  in  anticipation  of  a  conference  in  London 
on  March  18,  would  guarantee  to  American  grovrers  an  export  market  of  about 
80,000,000  bushuls  a  year  for  the  next  four  or  five  years  at  farm,  prices 
ranging  approximately''  from  $1  to  |1.30  a  bushel. 

These  were  the  high  points  of  a  preliminary  draft  of  a  detailed 
convention  compiled  by  the  International  Y'heat  Council,    To  become  effective 
the  plan  T-rould  have  to  be  approved  by  the  major  v/heat  exportijig  nations  and  the 
prinoipal  importers.    Since  it  would  be  in  the  form  of  a  treaty.  Congressional 
approval  would  be  necessary  to  bind  the  United  States, 


PLAN  YJO^^  Ll^AVE  JAPANESE  TEXTILES:  REPORT  ON  REPARATIONS  FAS  NO  PROPOSA 
TO  CUT  INDUSTRY-Tokyo-No  proposals  to  reduce  Japan's  textile  industry  are 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  T7ar  Department's  special  reparations' mission, 
Clifford  S,'  Strike^  its  chairman,  told  a  press  conference  this  afternoon. 


FAPil  LEADER  ASKS  CLOSED  SHOP  BAN-Tfeshington-Witnesses  interested  in 
agriculture  joined  before  the  House  Comm.ittee  on  Education  and  J-'abor  today  a 
long  line  of  critics  of  union  practices. 

H,  L,  Strobel,  secretary  of  the  Associated  Farmers  of  California^ 
asserted  that  unions,  primarily,  the  ^juerican  Federation  of  -L^abor  Teamsters 
Union,  had  carried  on  since  1934  "a  well  ordered  program  of  attack  against 
the  farmer  in  California."  -  • 

He  contended,  under  questioning  that  "the  Comjnunist  influence  is  there 
ver;y^  definitely  in  some  directions"  and  said  that  this  "influence"  was  more 
common  in  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organisations  than  in  AFL  unions. 

He  urged  outlaTdng  of  'the  closed  shon,  which  he  characterized  "as 
one  of  the  most  evil  influences  in  our  American  life"  and  the  second? ry 
boycott  and  "hot  cargo"  practices  by  unions. 


From  Journal  of  Commerce, '  N.y,^  Feb,  I9  - 

CANWERS  ADVANCE  CI^JRUS  JUICE  PRICES-The  first  definite  rally  in  citrus' 
jucies  occurred  yesterday  when  some  packers  advanced  their  asking  prices  7  7/8c 
to  _10c  a  dozen  for  2s,  -f.o.-b.  cannery,  for  grapefruit,  'orange  and  blended 
varieties  e    S.-.r/ments  were  advanced  lOc  a  dozen  on  fancy  to  the  basis  of  $1.60 
for  2s,  but  broken  v'as  changed  at  $1.40  per  dozen. 
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From  Nevj-  York.  Journal  of  Cormerce,  Feb,  19  - 

-  V 

FRUIT,  VEGETABLE  GROUPS  SEEK  ttLER  I'u.RKET3:  INCREj\SE  IN  ^ONSmiPTION  SEEN 
OFI'SETTING  OUTPUT'  CUHB  HEIDS-Incr eased  consimption,  rather  than  substantial 
contraction  in  production,  mil  enable  the  produce  industry  to  readjust 
satis  fact  oriljr  to  peacetime  operations,  E,  J.  Blalock,  president  of  the 
United  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Association  said  here  yesterday. 

The  association  has  alreadj^  launched  a,  program  to  develop  broader 
markets  for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  operating  through  the  recently 
organized  association Bierchandi sing  Institute.    The  group  has  also  inaugurated 
a  public  rekitions  and  educ?.tion  program  he  revealed. 


EXPORT  SUBSIDIES-Vlien  is  an  export  subsidy  good  and  v^hen  is  it  bad? 
The  iimerican  cotton  export  subsid^^  Tras  cut  recentl;,^  from  Uo  to  2c,  Shortly 
thereafter  nev;s  came  of  the  initiation  of  a  protato  exnort  subsidy  program. 
Actually,  of  course,  there  is  no  contradiction  betv^een  these  tvra  actions.  In 
fact,  the  explanation  is  quite  simple;    Cotton  supplies  are  getting  short  as 
the  crop  year  '.-progresses  and  foreign  purchases  are  not  boine  encoiiraged 
particularly  at  this  time.    On  the  other  hand,  poi  atoes  are  everyi''here  and 
any  amount  v/hich  can  be  sold  to  foreign  countries  T:ould  be  just  so  much  velvet. 


.    BRITISH  DEILiND  OFF  ?ITH  113"  SUBSIDY-Liverpool-Opinion  in  the  cotton 
trade  here  freely  predicted  that  the  cutjn  the  j'onerican  export  subsidy  to  2c 
per  pound  Yj-ill  sharply  decrease  Cotton  Control  buying  of  United  States  growths. 

At  the  same  time.  Southern  shippers  competed  keenly  to  sell  cotton 
against  the  /pril  May  shipment  schedule,  tending  to  ease  the  basis  about  AO 
points.    Control  purchases,  hovrever,  vrere  on  a  limited  scale. 


JANU;lRY  COTTON  USE  UP  SR;.RPLY-^feshington-The  Census  Bureau  reported  today 
that  cotton  consumed  'during  January  totaled  947,036  bales  of  lint  and  93,909  bales 
of  linters.    This  compared  with  774,177  bales  of  lint  and  79,352  bales  of  linters 
-consumed  during  Decein,ber  and  811,218  balos  of  lint  and  96,735  bales  of  linters 
consumed  during  "^anuary  1946, 


From  Tfell  Street  Journal,  Feb,  19  - 

LOVER  POOD  PRICES:  BUTTER,  ON  THE  SKIDS,  IS  E^T^CT^  TO  DPAG  OTIIEE  STAPLES 
DOTM-Chicago-Butter  prices,  already  irell  dovTi  from  a  hir^h  post  i"ar  peak  and 
exxjected  to  take  another  dip  before  summer,  vlll  have  a  depressing  effect  on 
other  food  prices  too.    This  influence  extends  in  tvro  directions: 

On  other  dairy  products.    The  prices  of  milk,  cheese,  ice  cre?m  and 
other  items  arc  all  tied  closely  tog-ether,    A  decline  in  one  encourages  declines 
in  the  others,  -  . 

On  non-dairy  farm  products.    Farmers  grow  what  is  most  profitable. 
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From  Boston  (Mass.)   Cliristian  Science  iionitor,"  Tel)  13  - 

BIG  EROP  III  FARii  PRICES  SSZIiT  BY  HARVAPJ3  JCOiTOI-ilST  -  Fnile  farin  prices  may 
go  dov/n  15  to  20  per  cent  this  yea.r  without  a  "business  recession,  if  a  re- 
cession comes,  they  may  drop  as  much  as  40  per  cent,  Dr.  John  P,  Black  of 
Harvai-d,   one  of  the  leading  farm  economists  of  the  country,   said  today, 

"Parm  prices  always  declino  more  than  others, "  Dr  Black  said,  '  "If  other 
prices  decrease  15  per-  cent,  farm,  prices  can  go  down  40  per  cent  and  still 
s"tand  a-t  90  percent  of  parity,  Tsecause  they  are  now  30  per  cent  ahove  that 
f  iijure,  " 

During  the  period  immediately  after  price  decontrol,  the  m^arket  overreached 
itself  in  rtmning  prices  up,  and  they  are  now  already  going  down  a  iDit,  he  noted, 

A  minor  factor  for  the  future  promises  to  oe  a  decline  in' food  "buying. 
Many  people  have  lieen  spending  more  fer  food  than  their  normal,  liecause  of  not 
having  other  things  to  spend  it  on,    'fnen  more  of  the  products  they  really  want 
are  pu.rchasa"ble,  demand  for  foodstuffs  will  lessen  Homev;hat,  and  prices  will 
fall  off  accordingly,  .         '  ■ 

"The  real  "break  in  farm  prices,  hov/ever,  will  not  cone  until  it  "begins 
to  "be  fairly  known  what  the  1947  crop  will  "be,"  continued  Dr.  Black,  "Tlipt 
v/ill  start  to  show  itself  early  in  August,  If  the  crop  is  abundant,  a  su"b— 
stantial  drop  in  food  prices  will  result," 

Prom  Chicago  Hews,  Je"b.  10  - 

SFJT  BOPDEE^  GATTISI^SIH  ASE  TSUIiAiT  -  The  National  Jo'int  Livestock  ' Committee 
today  urged  that  the  Mexican  border  "be  closed  to  all  traffic  in  a  move  to  check 
the  spread  of  hoof-and-mdu-th  disease,  „     .  •  - 

The  nation's  livestock  herds  are  "being  imperiled  "by  the  spread_  of  the 
disease  from  ^'^exico,  the  committee  charged  in  a  resolution  addressed  to  Presi- 
dent Trujaaji,   Secretary  of  State  I^rshall  and  other  natiox^l  leaders. 

The  comr.iitte,  representir^  134  Americaxi  livestock  groups,  also  passed 
resolutions  urging; 

That  a  woven  vrlre  fence  "be  "built  along  the  Mexican  "border  from  California 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexirco;  that  such  a  fence  "be  patrolled;  that  a  new  treaty  cover- 
ing livestock  movements  "be  negotiated  with  Mexico;  that  financial  aid  he  given 
to  Mexico  to  help  stamp  out  hoof— and— mouth  disease  there. 

The  tlireatened  spread  of  the  disease  also  stirre'd  Chitjago's  packingtown 
today,  ... 

Prom  Port  t/orth  (Tex,)  Star-Telegram,  I'e'b,  10  - 

LIIESTOCK  QoAHAlTTIlC]  -  Editorial  -  It  is  easy,  to  urge  quarantines  against 
the  foot  and  mouth  disease.     It  is  not  so  easy  to  devise  and  enforce  quara^ntines 
\v'hic"n  vri.ll  keep  that  disease  out  of  the  United  States, 

The  only  way  to  protect  livestock  of  the  United  States  against  the  foot  and 
mouth  disease  is- to  eliminate  it  from  Mexico;  and  that  poses  difficult  prohlems, 
Mexico  is  a  soverign  na.tion.  It  can  not  "be  forced  to  slaughter  and  destroy  all 
the  livestock_ which  develop  the' affliction.     Even    were  the  United  States  to 
pay  the  costs  of'  such  slaughter,   it  is  dou"btful  if  Mexico  and  her  people  ^^f0uld 
agree  thereto,    Parm.er3  of  that  country  use' oxen  for  plowing.    Were  those  ani- 
mals destroyed  and  their  value  paid  in  full,   their  ovmers  would  he  una"ble  to 
replace  them  and  they  could  not  till  their  farms  without  them. 
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From  Des  Iloines  ( Iowa)  Register,  "Feb,  11  -  * 

FASISD  P0TAT05S  AITL  PARITY  PRIC3S  -  Editorial  -  The  'buiriper  1946  potato 
crop  gave  us.  our  first  postwar  farm  surplus  proolem.     Though  the  national  inr- 
come  totalled-  164  ■biliion-  dollars  last  year  and  consumer  demand  for  food  v;as 
the  strongest  in  history,  90  per  cent  of  parity  prices  for  potatoes  was  too 
high  for  coiisuaers  to  take  all  the  crop.     Lots  of  potatoes  went  to  ijasto, 

xTov;  government  administrators  face  another  "surplus,  "  to  Toe  created  "by_  the 
law  which  makes  90  per  cent  of  parity  prices  mandatory^  This  time  it  is  likely 
to  he  eggs,  which  already  have  dipped  "below  support  levels  in  recent  m'onths* 

This  prospective  supply  of  eggs  isn't  apt  to  move  into  consun^jtion  at 
the  mandatory  support  prices.     The  government  will  have  some  "surplus"  eggs  to 
warry  ahout,    Sxport  dem.and  will  he  strong,  "but  prohahly  not  strong  enough  to 
take  the  entire  excess.    The  government  v/ill  cither  have  to  "dump"  eggs  acroad 
hy  selling  them  to  foreign  cons-umers  "below  ou.r  ov/n  prices,  or  it  will  have  to 
distribute  eggs  at  "belov^markct  prices  to  low  income  consiimcrs  in  this  country 
—  or  it  will  let  eggs  "be  v/asted  as  v;ith  potatoes, 

5^or tunately,  a  high  level  of  consumer  demand  prohahly  will  prevent  other, 
serious  "surpluses"  from  heing  created  "by  the  Steagall  amendment  this  year* 

Prom  G-reenvillc  (S,0,)  Fcws,  Peh.  12- 

TUMBY  SIJBPLUS  -  Editorial      'The  Department  of  Agriculture  is  concerned 
over  the  large  stocks  of  cold  storage  turkey  and  is  cooperating  with  consumer 
outlets  tu  move  them» 

At  the  first  of  the  year  turkeys  in  storage  totaled  130,000,000  pounds, 
or  45,000,000  pounds  more  than  would  "be  consumed  ordinarily  "by.  Octoher, 

The  new  turkey  crop  is  expected  to  "be  soraewliat  smaller  than  the  last  one, 
Pewer  fov/ls-  going  to  market  together  with  more  general  consumption  on  the  part 
of  the  puhlic  should  move  the  surplus  in  time.    But  in  this  connection  the 
producers  and  dealers  handling  turkeys  might  v/ell  keep  in  mind  the  prospect 
that  consiimption  may  not  reach  altogether  satisfactory  levels  until  prices 
come  down  within  the  reach  of  m.ore  individuals  whoso  food  "budgets  arc  of 
necessity  restricted  to  moderate— priced  items, 

Proiii  Chicago  Sun,  Pc"b,  12  -  ' 

3C01T0ivIY  AT  CHILDEEIT'S  EXP21TSI!  _  Editorial  -  S\/cet  are  the  uses  of  economy, 
especially  to  the  congrcssm.an  charming  a  taxpayer' s  ear.     But  economy  is  not 
yet  one  of  the  eternal  verities,  nor -is  it  a  goal  to  be  sought  at  the  cxocnsc 
of  children' s  welfare.     That  will  he  the  result  unless  Congress  appropriates 
new  funds  for  the  school  lunch  program. 

Last  Spring,  when  the  Sena,te  and  House  were  passing  the  permanent  school 
lunch  hill  hack  and  forth,   the  upper  cliamhcr  v/isely  voted  a  $100  million 
a]ppropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  next  June  50,     '^n.c  House  whittled  the 
siua  to  ';75  million. 

The  result  of  that  gesture  is  just  around  the  corner.     The  federal  contri- 
bnation  to  the  program  whi chrssures  a  hot  meal  at  noontime  to  school  children 
will  he  exliausted  in  Illinois  ahout  t'larch  10.    -State  funds  will  run  out  soon 
thereafter.     Similar  results  are  c:qDected  in  other  states". 

The  hungry  kids  hehind  the  yards  and  in  other  underprivileged  areas  v/ill 
he  the  first  to  f-ecl  the  hlow  if  the  funds  arc  allowed  to  expire. 
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From  Nevf  York  Times,  Feb,  20  - 

HOOF  DIS?:ASE  SITRS  U.S. -MEXICO  ACTION:  CATTLE  AILMENT  BELO^'r  BORDER 
EXPECTED  TO  BE  SUBJECT  OF  TRUIi'IAN  TALKS  ON  TRIP-Y^ashington-The  foot  and  mouth 
disease  in  cattle,  which  has  complicated  commercial  relations  with  other 
countries  for  many  years,  has  become  for  the  first  time  a  matter  of  joint 
emergency  action  with  next-door  neighbor  Mexico, 

It  is  a  subject  so  serious  in  the  economy  of  both  nations  that  it  almost 
inevitably  will  enter  into  conversations  between  President  Truman  and  President 
Aleman  in  Mexico  next  month,  Guy  W,  Ray,  chief  of  the  Division  of  Mexican 
Affairs,  State  Department,  said  today. 

Dr.  B.  T,  Simms,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of ■  Animal  Husbandry,  Department 
of  Agriculture,  said  that  no  outbreak  in  this  country  "involved  anything  like 
the  number''  of  cattle  affected  novf  in  Mexico. 

Former  Representative  Richard  Kleberg  of  Texas,  whose  gigantic  Kings 
Ranch,  close  to  the  border,  is  threatened,  told  of  seeing  in  Mexico  City 
infected  cattle  "right  in  the  slaughter  pens  with  the  others,  and  dogs 
trotting  back  and  forth  through  the  pens," 

Mr  .  Kleberg  declared:     "Our  folks  have  been  too  damned  reticent  in 
attempting  to  sell  Mexico  on  the  importance  of  going  to  war  against  the 
disease  as  the  best  good  neighbor  policy,  v/e  could  advocate," 

The  National  "^bol  Grov/ers  Convention  called  the  Mexican  outbreak  "the 
most  serious  menace  to  the  livestock  industry  and  economic  life  of  the  United 
States  (except  the  two  World  "^ars)  that  has  existed  in  this  country  in  the 
lifetim.e  of  any  citizen." 


EGG  PRICE  SUPPORT  STIRS  CITY  ACTION:  DliNAI  F"  BACKS  DEALERS'  APPEAL "  FOR 
CHANGE  IN  U.S.  PROGRAIvI  TO  PROTECT  CONSUl^iERS-Backing  of  the  city  Department 
of  Markets  for  the  plea  of  local  egg  dealers  for  a  change  in  the  Government's 
egg  price  support  program  was  indicated  yesterday  by  Deputy  Markets  Commissioner 
Arthur  Dunaif,    Mr  ,  Dunaif  told  fifty  egg  merchants  at  a  meeting  in  Nevf  ^ork 
Mercantile  Exchange  that  the  city  would  s'eek  m'odification  of  any  program  that 
meant  artifically  high  egg  prices  for  ^"^ew  York  consumers. 

Alfred  Rich,  business  manager  of  the  Butter  and  Egg  Merchants  Association 
said  the  support  program,  Yj-hich  guarantees  poultrymen  an  average  33  cents  a 
dozen  eggs  at  the  source,  gave  l.estern  producers  a  higher  price  than  they  could 
get  by  shipping  their  eggs  East.    The  result  would  be,  he  said,  to  force  Eastern 
prices  to  an  artifical  level  or  to  create  a  scarcity  here  vrhich  would,  in  turn, 
force  prices  upward. 

The  meeting,  attended  by  representatives  of  various  trade  levels, 
adopted  a  resolution  calling  on  Congress  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to 
modify  the  egg  price  support  program.    A  committee  of  five  men  will  take  the 
resolution  to  1/ashington  today. 
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From  New  York  Times,  Feb,  20' -         .  •  ' 

HOUSE  HlJiRING  SET  ON  '.OOL  SUbblLY:  i^OhlCULlUxlAi.  bUDCOidaTTEE  TO  TAKE  UF 
GRANGER  I'lEASURE  FOR  2-YEAR  FROQR-^'. -..ashington-^  new  subsidy  program  for  domestical- 
ly produced  v>rool  Yd.ll  be  considered  by  a  House  Agriculture  subcomirdttee  Ivlarch  4-. 

The  legislation  by  Representative  Granger,  Democrat,  of  Utah,  vsrould 
provide  for  price  support  for  tvo  years  at  QO  percent  of  the  comparable  price, 
which  is  the  average  for  the  193^-39  neriod. 


From  New  ^ork  Journal  of  Commerce,  Feb,  20  - 

D:TENSI0N  of  CCG  due  for  HEARINGS-Fashington-Public  hearings  on  a 
proposed  tvro  year  extension  of  the  Commodity  Credit  "^orp,  scheduled  to  start 
Monday,  will  open  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee's  consideration  of 
pending  farm  legislation. 

Committee  members  told  newsmen  today  the  harings  mil  be  on  a  bill 
by  Senator  Bushfield  (Rep,  S.D.)  proposing  extension  of  the  CCG  until  June 
30,  1949.    It  is  due  to  expire  next  June  30, 


SUGAR  USE  OFT-Sugar  deliveries  at  4B1,S18  short  tons,  raw  value,  were 
33,000  tons  under  a  year  ago,  the  smialler  voVjme  reflecting  lack  of  ration 
evidence.    Potentially,  however,  demand  for  sugar  is  hea-^r^  and  if  controls  were 
to  end  a  shortage  would  soon  develop.    No'  prospect  of  rationing  termination 
is  seen  despite  the  assertion  of  an  OPA  official  that  it  would  if  ^PA,  for  lack 
of  funds,  were  to  cease  operations. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  Feb,  20  - 

COTTON  TEXTILE  PRICES  THRFATEU  TO  REPEAT  HUTTTY  DWTT^^  FAIX-The  most 
nervous  Humpty  Dumpty  atop  the  h'^.gh  wall  of  inflated  nrices  today  is  cotton  cloth. 

This  particular  Humpty  Dumpty' s  section  of  the  wall  is  nearly  three  times 
as  lofty  as  in  1939.    Open  throttle  production  rips  like  a  buzz  saw  at  its 
underpinnings.    Housev/ives  and  retailers  hammer  it  viciously  with  price  I'esistance, 

A  fall  is  indicated.    It  may  be  painful  for  Humptj''  Dumpty,  but  it  will  be 
a  sweet  sight  to  ^'V,  Consumer,    Mr,    Consumer  vrorks  and  sleeps  in  cotton  cloth. 


CANADA  REPORTS  FIND  OF  FIRST  POTASH  DEPOSITS-Regina-Discovery  of  the  firfet 
Canadian  source  of  potash  in  southern  Saskatchewa-n  was  disclosed  here  by  Resources 
Minister  J.  L.  Phelps, 

Mr,  Phelps  announced  that  a  deposit  was  found  last  July  by  the  Saskatchewan 
Resources  Department  100  miles  northv/est  of  uSaskatoon  in  the  Unity  Oil  Field. 
Ha  called  it  Canada's  most  important  mineral  find  in  20  years. 

He  added  that  commercial  production  of  potash  would  "revolutionize" 
agriculture  in  Canada,    The  Dominion  has  been  importing  about  %A  million  worth 
of  potash  annually  at  an  average  cost  of  $li.O  a  ton. 
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From  Omaha  (llc'b,)  World  Herald,  FgTd.  11  -      ,  ■        ■    '    '  .  .  . 

■  ■  ■GATHhS  PIAGUE  SPEEA.D  SEEIT  _  .American  cattlemen,  are  alarmed  over  the  spread 
of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  Hoxico, 

They  are  trying  to  do  something  ahout  it  through  the  devious  and  ponderous 
route  of  international  relationships.     This  required  co-ordination  of  the  State 
Department  and  Department  of  Agriculture  with  the  public  officials  of  I'iexico, 

Miat  they  hope  to  do  is  persuade  the  I'icxican  Government  to  eradicate  the 
disease  in  Mexico,    That  would  require  slaughter  and  "burial  of  all  cattle  in- 
fected with  or  exposed  to  the  dieoaso, ^  That  probably  would  require  expenditure 
of  some  American  funds,'  • 

P»  0,  ¥ilson,  secretary-manager  of  ..the  National  Livestock  Producers  Associ- 
ation, said  here  last  week  that  as  long  as  foot  and  mouth_ disease  exists  in 
Mexico,  there  is  no  sure  way  of  keeping  it  out  of  the  United  States, 

If  it  gets  into  United  States  herds  it  will  be  costly.     It  will  increase 
American  farmers'   costs  of  producing  ..beef ,  .  -  .  , 

Prom  Memphis  (Tcnn.)  Commercial  Appeal,  Peb,  14- 

SUSSIDY  CUT  m  HAIP  OH  COTTOIT  EXPORTS;  I^EMPHIAITS  SHOCKED;  SHIPPERS  UT^TI- 
MOUSLY  PREDICT  im4  RATE  WILL  ST-:ARPLY  CURTAIL  TRA.DE  _  The  4-cent-ar-pound  export 
subsidy,  which  has  been  instrumental  ,in  moving  some  4,000,000  bales  of  surplus 
American  cotton  to  overseas  markets  since  itS'  inception  some  30'    months  ago, 
was  slashed  in  half  —  to  2  cents  a  pound, —  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
yesterday. 

Announcement  of  reduction  in  the  subsidy  was  received  with  shocked  sur— 
pxiso  by  Memphis  cotton  m.en.    Predictions  were  unanimous  that  the  nww  subsidy'' 
rate  would  curtail  future  e^cports  sharply,  because  of  the  great  difference  in 
price  between  American  and  foreign  cotton  with  which  it  competes. 

It  also  was  pointed  out  that  tlie  announcement  may  have  a  salutary  effect 
upon  the  amount  of  cotton  planted  this  season  since  farmers,  faced  with  possi- 
ble overproduction  because  of  the  loss  of  export  markets,  may  turn  to  soybeans, 
corn,  v/heat  and  other  food-  and  food  crops  instead,  ■  . 

Prom  Detroit  (Mich.)-  Prce  Press,  Peb.  13  -. 

POTATO- BREAD  CRUSADS  QA.IilS  PEDEPAI^ BACKING  -  Washington  -  Paul  W.  Shaffer 
(R. ,  Mich,)  reported  progress  in  his  ohe-man  crusade  to  teach  Americans  to  eat 
potato  bread. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture,  he  told  the  House  of  Ropresenta.tives,  has 
volunteered  to  get  up  a  campaign  to  educate  every  baker  in  the  sTOerior  virtues 
of  potato  flour,  ,  , 

The  use  of  potato  "culture, "  to  make  potato  flour,   to  mix  with  wheat  flour, 
to  make  oread,  Shafcr  contends,   turns  out  a  ms.chinc— age  version  of  the  "old 
fashioned  kind  of  bread  mother  used  to  make,". 

Some  enthusiastic  bakers  are  even  going  to  try  to  use  potato  flour  in  bak- 
ing cakes.     If  this  works,   Slmfer  promised  to  serve  potato  bread  and  pota.to 
pastry  from  Kalamazoo  to  members  of  Congress, 

Michigan  is  one  of  the  big  potato  raising  states.     There  is  a  surplus  of 
potatoes  and  agriculture  experts  figure  it's  likely  to- last  a  long  time. 
Mixing  potato  flour  with  wheat  flour  to  make  bread, r Shafer  says,  would  solve  the 
potato  surplus. 
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From  St^  Paul  (Minn.)  Dispr.tch,  FgTd.  10--  "   ' .  '  ■■ 

POTA-TO  ALLOT! nUi'TTS  _  Editorial  -  The  action  cf  the  !jepartncnt  of  Agricul- 
ture in  cutting  the  1947  jdc tat c '  planting  allotraont  152,000  acres  ■bclov;  an 
earlier  announced  goal  of  2,669,800  acres  is  a  tinoly  effort  to  a,void  o.nothcr 
pct.?>,to  surplus  which  amounted  to_  100  nrillion  "bushels.     This  surplus  is  likely 
te  cost  the  Pcpartmcnt  of  Agriculture " 80  million  dollarso 

Under  a,  legal  ccinnitment  to  support  grov/cr  prices  at  not  less  than  90 
per  cent  of  parity,  the  department  is  removing  the  surplu-s  from  commercial 
channels.    Potato  growers  v/ill  get  full  supj^ort  prices  for  any  surplus  dumped 
or  divcrtcd_  to  noncommercial  uses  such  as  this  school  lunch  prograjn,  a  project 
which  has  aljSorlDcd  r.illions  of  "bushels  of  fruit- and  vegeta"bles  dur-ing  the 
past  decade, 

•  -      ■  ■ 

Prom  Pes  Moines  (lowa»)  Register,-  Pe"b«  13  -  "  ■ 

GPEEPY  SlTiPimS  OU  THE  SUGAR  PROITT  _  Editorial  -  Some  .eongresGmen  are  play- 
ing a  dangerous  form  of  partisa*n  politics  in  connection  -with  the  sugar  program. 
At  the  very  .time  v/hen  lea,ding  statesmen  of  "both  parties  arc  attempting  to 
present  the  v/orld  with  a  United  States  foreign  policy  that  is  really  ui-iited, 
these  snipers  are  attempting  to  discredit  our  role  in  world  sugar  alloca,tions. 
They  complain  that  the  Pepartmcnt  of  Agriculture  has  created  a  "disastrous 
sugar  shortage"  "by  allocating  too  much  to  other  countries.    Mere  Hev/  Peal 
"bungling'  "by  do-gooders,   they  say. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  sugar  committee  of  the  International  Emergen cy_ Pood 
Council  in  Washington  recently,  United  States  sugar  requirements  for  1947 
were  stated  at  658  million  tons.     In  prcv/a.r  years  we  normally  consumed  5,7 
million  tons.     The  United  States  pojSulation  has  increased  since  that  time, 
so  per  capita  sugar  supplies  are  slightly  less,  "but  even  so  -these  figures 
hardly  look  like  a  "disastrous  sugar  shortage, " 

From  Al"bany  (lT,Y,)  Knickcr"bocker  Hews,  Feo,  11  -  '  ■  '  ' 

BUTTER  PROBj^  EEJEGTEP  BY  ASSEISLY  -  Although  four  Rcpu"blicans  lined  up 
v/ith  the  Dcraocrats,   the  top-heavy  GOP -majority  in  the  Asscm"bly  last  night 
doomed  .a  proposed  legislative  investigation  of  "butter  market  rigging. 

The  Pairymen' s  League  Covopcrativc  o.nd  four  of  its  of f icers  rece-ntly  were 
fined  a  total  of  $29,000  in  Federal  Court  cn  their  pleas  of  guilty  to  charges 
that  they  manipulo.ted  the  "butter  market  to  support  milk  prices. 

By  a  vote  of  S9  to  42  the  Assom"bly  defeated  a' mo-tion  liy  Pemccratic  Assembly- 
man Lav/rencc  P,  M\irphy  of  Brooklyn  to  force  from  committee  for  a  floor  vote 
his  resolution  providing  for  an  inquiry, 

From  Groat  Tails  (Mont.)  Tri"buRC,  Feb.  11  -  ' 

BILL  TO  PLACE  TAX  Oil  0L"_:0  PIES  III  HOUSE  -  Helena  -  Legislation  to  esta"blish 
a  l5-cent  a  pound  tax  on  oleo;mrgarine  and  repeal  th^  present  license  fee  for 
distri"butors  of  "imitjition  dairy  products "  apparently  is  dead  for  the  current 
legislative  session.     The  "bill,  'v/hich  had  the  "backing  of  dairy  and  creamery 
interests  of  the  state,,  was  introduced  "by  the  house  dairy  cer.x:'iittee  "but  was 
referred  to  the  coFimittee  on  revenue  and  taxation,  which  reported  it  unfavor- 
a"bly. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGEICULTUEE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


■^1,1  I  Washington  25,  D.C. 

j  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AJRlOUllUlin- 

(The  newspapers  and  magaia-oaee  -from  which  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  4li|A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 

From  New  York  Times,  Feb.  21  - 

PARLEY  IS  CALLED  TO  SEEK  MEANS  TO  OBTAIN  10,000  NEW  BOX  CARS  A  MONTH  TO 
RELIEVE  SHORTAGE-Washington-(AP) -A  conference  of  industrialists  and  Government 
officials  was  called  today  for  next  Wednesday  in  an  attempt  to  work  out  a  plan  for 
obtaining  10,000  new  boxcars  a  month  to 'relieve  the  critical  shortage. 

Senator  Clyde  M.  Reed,  Republican,  of  Kansas,  chairman  of  a  Senate  commerce 
subcommittee  which  has  been  holding  hearings  on  the  shortage,  called  the  conference, 
Later  he  and  the  other  subcommittee  members,  Senators  Francis  J.  Myers,  Democrat, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Homer  E.  Capehart,  Republican,  of  Indiana,  conferred  with 
President  Truman  and  reported  that  he  is  in  sympathy  with  the  conference. 

The  President  had  told  his  news  conference  earlier  that  the  situation  is 
acute  and  the  Administration  is  doing  all  it  can  to  remedy  it,  but  gave  no  details. 


TRUMAN  OPTIMISTIC  ON  CONTINUING  OPA -Washington-President  Truman  expressed 
the  view  today  that  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  would  not  be  allowed  to  die 
through  Congressional  failure  to  appropriate  necessary  operating  funds. 


SAYS  U.:^.  MILLS  BACK  TRADE  CHARTER  IDEA-London-Lancashire '  s  cotton  Industry 
is  solidly  behind  th©  principles  expressed  in  the  charter  for  international  trade. 
Sir  E.  Raymond  Streat,  chairman  of  the  Cotton  Board,  told  the  American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  London  at  a  meeting  today. 

He  added  that  practically  all  British  industry  was  sympathetic  to  the  aims 
of  multilateral  trade  and  willing  to  go  along  with  the  United  States  in  pressing 
it. 


HOOYER  SAYS  THIS  IS  WORSO?  PERIOD  IN  EUROPE-London-Herbert  Hoover  arrived 
today  from  his  food  survey  of  Europe  and  told  reporters,  "This  is  the  worst  period 
in  Europe  in  twenty-five  years--and  that  applies,  to  the  British,  too." 


COMMODITY  PRICES  UP  BY  l/o  IN  WEEK;  HIGHER  COST  OF  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  CITED 
AS  CAUSE  OF  THE  ADVANCE-Washington-Hlgher  prices  for  agricultural  commodities  were 
primarily  responsible  for  an  advance  of  1  percent  in  primary  market  prices  during 
'.ne  week  ended  Feb,  15^  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 

The  bureau's  index  of  commodity  prices  in  primary  markets  reached  a  new  post- 
war peak,  1^3.1  percent  of  the  I926  average,  1.6  percent  above  mid-January  and  33.5 
percent  higher  than  the  corresponding  week  last  year. 

Average  market  prices  of  farm  products  rose  2.1  percent  during  the  week  as 
bad  weather  again  limited  shipments  of  most  products  and  demand  continued  high. 
On  the  average  prices  of  farm  products  were  1.?  percent  higher  than  a  month  ago  and 
28.9  percent  above  last  year. 
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From  the  New  York  'Journal  of  CorrJ.erce,  Feb.  21  - 

CATTLE  DISEASE  BILL  NO  V  UP  TO  HOUSE-Vashington  -  "with  leaders  from  cattle 
raisin?  States  pressin?  for  early  pction,the  House  is  this  week  ejtpected  to  fol-  ■ 
lov;-  the  lead  of  the  Senate  and  pass  a  bill  permittinf  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture to  co-operate  with  Mexico  in  exterminating-  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  that 
country. 

Hov/ever,   since  the  House  bill,  in  its  present  form,  would  extend  the  co- 
operation only  to  Mexico,  while  the  bill  passed  by  the  Senate  last  Monday  would 
extend  it  to  all  American  countries,  a  conference  may  be  necessary  between  the 
two  chambers  to  iron  out  this  difference. 


.    ANDERSON  APPOINTS  COTTON  COI^MITTEE-vVa  shington  -  Secretary  of  Acrriculture 
Clinton  P.  /vnderson  today  named  an  11-man  cotton  advisory  committee  to  review 
problems  bearing  on  cotton  and  to  sup-pest  possible  lines  of  research  or  marketing 
services  to  solve  such  problems. 

The  committee  will  assist  USDA  cotton  officials  and  the  national  advisory 
committee  in  advancing  v/ork  under  the  Research  and  Market inp  Act  of  1946,  Secre- 
tary Anderson  said. 


From  the  New  York    «'»'all  iStreet  Journal,     Feb.   21  - 

SUGAR  BR.ANCH  of  the  As-riculture  Derartment  is  ready  to  snatch  up  sugar  con- 
trols if  O.F.A..   dies.     Home  rationing  will  be  dropped  unless  Congress  p-rants  more 
funds.     A/rricultur e,  which  imports  all  sug"ar,  will  control  Thrice  and  distribution 
from  the  refiners'   level.     Rice  will  be  similarly  handled, 


V<'EEAT  SQUEEZE  may  force  U,   S.   into  planned  trade  --  or  out  of  v/orld  markets. 

7Ve  won't  hold  the  trump  cards  at  next  month's  world  wheat  confab  in  London. 
This  conference  hopes  to  divide  world  markets,  set  exoort  and  import  quotas  for 
nations,  plan  prices,   and  set  controls  on  internal  stocks  and  production. 


PURE  FOOD  probes  v/ill  be  renewed, 
a  drive  to  set  new  Federal  standards  for 
all  frozen  fruits.     Also  under  study  are 


The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  readies 
cheese,   salad  dressings,  canned  corn, 
nationwide  standards  for  ice  cream. 


From  the- Nev;-  York  Times,  Feb.   21  - 

URGES  i;!ORE  SU'GAR  FOR-HO?/IE  CANNING;  ELIMIM TION  OR  EASING  OF  CURB  FOR  PUR' 
POSE  ASKED  BY  PRODUCE  .PARLEY  IN  RESOLUTION  -  Elimination  or  modification  of  exist- 
ing laws  restricting  the  use  of  sugar  in  t^e'home  processing  and  use  of  fresh 
fruits  was  ur,p-ed  yesterday  in  the  final  resolutions  of  the  United  Fresh  Fruit  a  nd 
Vegetable  Association  at  the  closinpr  session  of  its  .   .   .  meeting.     The  convention 
also  commended  Conj^ress  and  the  President  for  enactment  and  approval  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Research  and  Marketing  :'ct,  '  . 
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Prcm  Salt  Inke  City  (Utah)  TritAine,-  FelD.  15  -  •       ^  , 

inST  HEARS  ATTARS  OIT  lAlID  POLICY;  „HOHSS- CATTLE  PAHLEY' L^.CSI)  TO  BACZ 
PP.IVAT3  Ol/iIEPSHIP  -  "The  .only  solution-  to  pul) lie  domain  is 'private  o\Afnership 
—  we  stockmen  do  not  want  to  te  treated  as  "by-products  of  the  U',"  S,  Porest 
Service  any  longer,'"  ' 

¥ith  this  assertion,  William       Wright^  president,  American  Ifetional 
Livestock  As sn»,  opened- -an  attack  against  iDoth  the  forest  service  and  "bureaii 
of  land  management  Priday  "before  some  550  delegates  to  the  Utah  Cattle  and 
Horse  Grcv/ers'  Assn« 

""STe  need  a  reclassification  of  lands  -  -  -  we  must' "be  recognized  as  "being 
processors  of  grass. "  Mr,  Wright  continued,     "Cur  groups  are'  tolerated  "by  the 
forest  service,  "but  we  can  he  kicked,  off  "be.cause  we  are  not  recognized  as  "being 
"basic, " 

Prom  St,  Paul  (llinn.)  Dispa,tch,  Peh,  14- 

iMOlTIi^C-  SYSTEII  OK' D  BY  HIGH  COURT;  PECISIOH  PSEATS  RESTRICTIVE  SPPORTS 
OP  PRIVATE  TRADE      The  Parmers  Union  Grain  Terminal  association  today  v;on  its 
fight  against  i'linneapolis grain  traders  for  the  right  of  Northwest  farmers  to 
handle  cooperatively  their . own  grain  from  farm  to  mill. 

In  an  unanimous  decision,  the  state  supreme  court  ruled  that  PU6TA  has  a 
legal  right 'to  "buy  for  its  own  accoujit  grain  shipped  to  it  by  its  own  mem"bers 
for  saje,  ,  .     .  . 

The  decision  keeps  open  the  way  for  the  terminal  grain  cooperative  to 
handle  its  memhers'  grain  as  a  continuous  process,  to  hold  it  for  periods  and 
to  sell  at  advantageous  times, 

A  contrary  decision  would  have  restricted  the.  co-ops  .to  the  functions  of 
a  commission  man« 

Prom  Syracuse  (1T,Y,  )  Her  aid- Journal,  Pe"b,  12  - 

nSSTRUCTIOil  OP  POOL  POSSN' T.  I/iAEE  SEITSB      Editorial  -  Evidently  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  does  not  intend,  to  rescind  .its  -unfortunate 
order  authorizing  farmers  to  dump  20,000,000  "bushels  <3f  low  grade  and 
deteriorating  pot  atoes  stored- under  the  Government  price- supporting  loans. 

This' strange  development  takes  us  "back  to  the  days  of  Henry  V/all3ce 
and  his  6,000,000  little  pigs,     ■  ,       .  '   '  . 

It  "seems  to  us  that  there  were. many  ways  in  which  the  Pederal  officials 
could  have  disposed  of  the  20,000,000  "bushels  without  all  this  o"bvious  waste. 
Per  example,  the  Salvation  Army  and  other  organizations  dedicated  to-  the 
important  work  of-  helping  the  down-and-out  and  the  needy  undoubtedly'  could 
have  tised  su"bstantial  quantities  of  this  nourishing  food. 

It  seems  paradoxical  indeed,  to-  o"bserve  all  of  this  excellent  foo.d  "being 
destroyed,  just  now  when  many  millions  of  people  tho  Vorld  around  are  finding 
it  almost  ■impossi"ble  to  scrape  up,- enough  food  to  keep  soiil  and  "body  together. 
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Jron  Sanger  (Me,)  Hews,  Pels,  13  -  ■ 

MOBS  POTATO-ilABXETS  -  Editorial.  -  feine' s  present  potato-pro  Worn  is  a  prc-_ 
Diem  of  surpluses,'  For  the  past  few  years,  the  Staters  potato  crop,  alv/ays 
on  the  increase,  has  "been  leaping  upwaJrd  like  the  trick~tree  of  a  Hindu 
magician  —  hut  with  one  mighty  differeiroe.    Our  potatoes  are  essentially  a 
rich  reality, ■ 

In  1945,  we  grew  something  close  to  54,745,000  hushels*  -  In  1946,  the  figure 
expanded  to  77,  745, 000,  ■■  That  now  means  a  staggering  carry-over  from  last 
year's  crop.     The  supply  is,  indeed,"  5,000  freight-car  shipments,  to  the  had, 

HesultJ  Heavy  v/aste,  inevitable  dumping,  • 

There  is  only  one  remedyl    More  marketing,  ■ 

Maine  growers  are  wise  in  their  "latest  decision.     They  are  estahlishing, 
at  Washington,  a  fully  staffed  hureau  which  will  "both^  watch  such  national 
legislation  as  affects  the  existing  potato  markets  and  will  also  serve  as  an 
agency  to  develop  those  markets  and  discover  new  ones,.. 

From  Reno  (i^ev,)   Gazette,  Feh,  11 

PU3LIG  LAiraS  USS  TO  Bll  li'VESTIGA-TBD  -  Descrihed  "by  Senator  George  ¥,  . 
Malone  as  the  "hroadcst  prohe*^  to  "be  launched  "by  any  committee  set  up  under 
the  reorganization  act,  an  inquiry  into  factors  affecting  the  use  of  minerals, 
fuels,  forestry  and  jreclamation  products  will  he  conducted  hy  a  suhcommittee 
headed  hy  the  Hevada  senator, ■ 

He  is  chairm.an  of  the  new  senate  puhlic  lands  suhcommittee,  .  The  appoint- 
ment of  Senator  Malone  to  the  chairmanship  was  announced  in  Washington 
Monday, 

Senator  Malone  said  that  the  committee  will  make  recommendations  it  deems 
advisahle  with  respect  to  reciprocal  trade  treaties,  tariffs  and  subsidies  as 
they  are  related  to  puhlic  land  resources,' 

Iron  Kansas  City  (Mo.)   Star,  Fch..  IS  - 

ASSUHIITG  PARITY  TE3  PROBLEM  -  Editorial  -  In  the  opinion  of  Clifford  R,  ,. 
Hope,  Kansas  representative  in -Congress  who  is  chairman  of  the  House  Agri- 
cultural committee,   there  is  now  general  acceptance  "by  the  American  people  of 
the  principle  that  the  federal  govornm,ent  must  stabilize  farm  prices  to  the 
extent  that  farmers  never  again  will  suffer  from,  severe  deflations  like  those 
which  followed  1920  and  1929, 

Supporting  farm  prices  to  the  extent  of  preventing  a  collapse  is  not 
the  same  as  supporting  prices  continuously  above  market  levels,  Hope  points 
out» 

It  would  appear  that  the  future  farm  program  would  find  little  opposition 
in  Conrjress,  assuming  that  the  public  subscribes  to  the  principle  of  price 
support  and  that  farmers  sock  only  a  fair  share  of  the  national  income,,. 

The  trouble  is,  however,   that  no  authority  has  yet  definitely  shovm  at  wliat 
level  farm  prices  should  be  stabilized  nor  has  there  been  any  agreement  on  a 
program  that  would  bring  such  stabilization  about.     In  other  words,  here  is 
a,ncthcr  case  of  a  good  idea  needing  implementation.     Since  there  is  no  crisis 
at  present  confronting  farmers,.  Congress  should  have  the  time  to  seek  out  the 
solution, 
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U.S.  DEPARW'ENT  OF  AGRICTTL.TmE 
OFFTCK  OF  TN FOR? 'ATI OF 
Fashington  25,  D.C. 


('^  (The  newspapers  and  magazines  from  which  these  agricultural  items  are 

taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  Ztl^A.    Phone  Gene  ^Wrison  at  6O3I) 

From  Nctv  York  Times,  Feb,  25  - 

TRUM/JI  AID  TO  GOP  SAVES  TRADE  PaCTS:  EXECUTIVE  ORDER  IS 'REPORTED  DlJE  ON 
PATTERN  DRiUTJ  BY  VANDENBERG,  MLLIKIN-V/ashington-President  Truman  has  gone  so 
far  in  efforts  to  meet  the  requests  of  responsible  Republican  leadership  on  the 
handling  of  reciprocal  trade  treaties  that  there  appeared  today  to  be  no  re- 
maining doubt  that  he  had  saved  the  treaty  program  for  this  year  at  least. 

The  ^resident  will  issue  this  week,  it  was  learned  in  authoritative 
quarters,  an  Executive  Order  follomng  a  pattern  suggested  by  Senators  Arthur 
H,.  Vandenberg,  chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  and  Eugene  - 
D.  Millikin,  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

The  order  has  full  administration  backing,  and  is  reported  to  have  been 
prepared  for  the  i'resident  by  YJilliam  S.  Clajy-ton.Under-Socretar^-  of  State  for 
Economic  Affairs, 
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ASK  TEETH  IN  CODE  OF  CHILD  E'lPlI  JOBS:  DETiEY'S  COI.BilTTEE  ON      GRANT  CiJvIFS 
ALSO  FOR  INCREASED  HEiVLTH,  EDUCATION  FUNDS-Albany-Cooperation  by  the  Labor 
Department  and  State  Police  in  the  prosecution  of  growers  who  "persistently 
and  flagrantly"  defy  the  law. pertaining  to  the  employment  of  children  on  farms 
was  recommended  today  by  Governor  Dewey's  committee  on  mJ.'^rant  camps. 

The  inter-departmental  committee,  in  its  annual  report,  said  that  conditions 
in  farm  labor  camps  continued  to  improve  during  the  year.'    Employment  of 
youths  under  14-  years  of  age  in  field  work  declined  from  3I  percent  in  mid  July 
to  19  percent  by  the  end  of  /ugust. 

The  report  recommended  additional  appropriations  for  child  care,  health 
and  educational  work  in  connection  vdth  the  migrant  labor  camps. 


ACTS  TO  AID  kILK  PRICES:  U.S.  AUTHORIZES  PURCHJlSE  PLAN  FOR  CHICAGO  AREA- 
M'ashington-The  ./■gri culture  Department  acted  today  to  stabilize  weakening  market 
prices  for  nonfat  dry  milk  and  to  prevent  an  undue  decline  in  prices  dairymen 
receive  for  milk  sold  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

It  authorized  the  Dairy  Products  Marketing  Association  of  Chicago,  a  non- 
profit org3.nization  of  dairy  marketing  cooperatives,  to  buy  5,000,000  pourds 
of  dried  milk  at  prices  not  in  excess  of  10  cents  a  pound  for  spray  process  and 
nine  cents  for  roller  process  milk. 

The  association  will  be  authorized  to  buy  additional  amounts  if  necessary 
to  bolster  prices,  the  department  indicated. 
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From  New  York  Times,  Feb,  25  - 

U.S.  SEIZES  SETON  ON  SUGAR  CH.'.RGES:  CKTCAGOANS    LLEGEirf.Y  -ORprED  T!'  GANG 
Tdi.T  DIV1:RTED  5,000,000  POUNDS  INTO  BUXK  I.'A.RKET-Chicpgo-Seven  Chicagoans  Trore  ( 
arrested  today  on  Federal  warrantvS  charging  then  with  participating  in  a 
gang  alleged  to  be  responsible  for  diverting  an  estimated  5,000,000  pounds 
of  sugar  into  the  black  market. 


From  N.^.^.  Journal  of  Commerce,  Feb,  25  - 

RAIL,  STEEL  MEN  TO  COIIF.ER  TOMORROW'  TO  SOLVE  SHORTAGE  OF  BOX  CARS-'^ashington- 
Top-f light  executives  of  railroads,  steel  companies  and  freight  car 
manufacturing  companies  will  confer  here  T'ednesday  on  the  critical  freight  car 
shortage.  Senator  Reed  (Rep.  Kan,)  announced  toda.y. 

The  group  T\rill  meet  in,  a  closed  conference  vrlth  an  Interstate  commerce 
Subcori¥aittee  headed  by  Reed,  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Interstate  Comjnerce 
Committee,  '  '  ■ 


From  Vfall  Street  Journal,  Feb.  25  - 

PORK  IS  PUSHED  right  of f  its  throne  as  tne  "poor  man' s" meat. -Steak  on  the 
hoof  is  now  cheaper  than  pig- in-t he-pen.    Hog  prices  lately  have  averaged 
about  ioU  per'^^hundred  pounds  higher  than  cattle.    In  prewar  1939  beef  viras  half- 
again  as  costly  as  pork. 


D/'JRY  PRODUCTS  price  supports  prove  a  thorny  problem  for  the  Governjnent  .- 
Yesterday's  announcement  of  ,a  support  .price  for  dry  milk  powder  is  just  a 
starter.    A  floor  under  butter  prices ' probably  will  follow.    So  vdll  official 
action  to  bolster  other  dair^^  products , 


POTATO  PLEfflTUDE  is  manifested  in  ironic  twists,    Fith  a  surplus  of  100 
million  bushels  of  spuds  on  hand,  the  Government  has  tried  to  give  potatoes 
away  free  to  hungry  foreign  lands.     But  there  have  been  no  takers.     So  tons  and 
tons  of  tubers  are  diverted  to  hog  raisers  at  two  cents  a  hundred  po\mds,  A 
purple  dye  (worth  more  than  the  potatoes)  is  placed  on  these  spuds  for  hogs 
so  they  v/on' t . later  be  dumped  on  the  commercial  market.    In  1-Tisconsin,  a  key 
spud  producer,  potatoes  retail  at  $2,99  to  ii-3,25  a  hundred  pounds. 


DDT  LIVESTOCK  SPRAY  keeps  popping  into  the  spotlight  as  a  meat  producer. 
By  keeping  cattle  fly~free,  it  lets  them  put  on  more  pounds.    On>^  ivansas  ranch 
reports  more  than  a  ton  of  additional  beef  rtialized  lor    e^  ch  pouiid  of  DDT 
used.    Others  say  steers  put  on  more  than  l,2u0  pounds  ol  meat  per  pound  oi 
fly  killer.    Dairymen  too,  find  freedom  from  flitS  keeps  per  cow  milk 
production  high. 
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Fron         York  Times,  Feb.  22  - 

HOUSE  ACTS  TO  Elffi  Ll^VESTOCK  PLAGUE:  BACKS  MEASURE  TO  lIPE  OUT  HOOF-AND- 
ISUTH  DISEASE  IK  COOPERATION  I'lTK  iSIICO-Washington-The  House,  by  a  voice  vote, 
unanimously  approved  today  a  measure  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
to  cooperate  mth  the  Mexican  Government  in  the  control  and  eradication  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease.- 

The  measure  vas  motivated  ty  an  outbreak  of  the  disease,  for  the  lirst 
time  on  the  North  American  continent  since  1929,  among,  kexican  cattle  herds 
last  December.    It  has  subsequently  spread  rapidly  in  ttn  other  kexican  States. 
No  cases  have  appeared  in  the  '-'nited  States  ana  the  nearest  affected  herd  is 
350  Fiiles  from,  the  border,         •    '  ' 

The  bill- grants  the  Secretary. of  Agriculture  authority  to  reach  agreement 
viith  Mexico  As  to  details  of -cooperation  betr:een  the  countries,  the  amounts 
to  be  provided -by  each  country  and  the  means  of  expending  the  stipulated  funds. 


From  Moaphis  CoroTtercial  ."-ppeal,  •     Feb,  l6  — 

BIG  MDSOUTH  FARiA  PROBLEl:!  IS  MCKINERY  AND  EQUIR^ENT:  HUT  rTROVED  LABOR 
SUP'FLY  v.aLL  ENABLE  liAM  TO  INCREASE  COTTON  AND  SOYBEAN  ACREAGES- An  acntie 
shortage  of  machinery  and  equipment  confronts  MidSouth  farmers  as  they  start 
their  1947  crop  but  an  improved  labor 'supply  v,rill  enable  many  to  increase  cotton 
and  soybeari  acreages '10  to  15  percent. 

The  machinery  and  equipment  shortage — worse  novf  than  during  the  war — 
Tiras  vievred  by  county  agents  yesterday  as  the  farmers'  No.  1  problem  this  year. 


From  The  Atlanta  Constitution,  Feb,  20  - 

COTTON  E::P0RT  SUBSIDY  HiiL'>/ED-Editorial-The  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
slashed  the  cotton  export'  subsidy  from     to  2  cents  a  pound. 

This,  because  of  the  great  difference  in  the  price  of  i-aiierican  and  foreign 
cotton,  T.'ill  undoubtedly  result  in  a  sharp  decrease  in  our  export,    And  that, 
in  turn,  Ydll  affect  the  domestic  market. 

Four  FLillion  bales  of  surplus  Ai'iierican  cotton  has  gone  overseas  during 
the  30  months  since  the  four-cent  suosidy  vva-s  put  into  effect,    but  the  flow 
^"ill  dwindle  sharply  now  that  it  has  'ueen  halved. 

Fortunately,  announc em.ent  of  tlie  subsidy  drop  was  made  before  plans  for 
the  ' /|.7  crop  were  too  far  along.  Many  farmers  will  noif  want,  becaVise  of  the 
apparent  probability^  of  overproduction,  to  put  their  acreage  in  other  crops. 


From  San  Antonio  Express,  Texas ^  Feb.  17  - 

A  TURNING  POINT  IN  USE  01'  THIS  NATION'S  FORESTS-Editorial-Tree  farming  has 
spread  so  rapidly  in  the  l6  states  \ihere  the  movem.ent  has  taken  hold,  that  the 
Nation  has  about  reached  a  turning  point  in  the  use  of  its  forests. 

The  tree  farndng  idea  is  spreading,    rSj  the  lau^rst  accounting  the  lb  States 
had  13  million  acres  in  tree  crops,  which  were  being  scientifically  cultivated 
according  to  United  States  Forest  Service  standards. 
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From  Chicago  Journal  of  CoiTinerce/  'Bfeb,'  20  - 

T'KEAT  KjR  EXPORT-Editorial-The  United  States  has  been  cordially  invited  • 
to  stand  aside  fron  its  natural  v.'heat  narkets  and  let  otherc  take  the  luejor 
share.    This  invitation,  drafted  by  the  "international  Y/heat  Board,  "vrill  be 
tendered  for  our  signature  at  the  London  v/heat  conference  openinfr  on  Farch  IP, 

Under  its  terns,  commencing  /-ug,  1,  export  quotas  vrould  be  fixed  as 
folloTYs:    Gfinada  4O  percent^  Argentina  2$  percent-;  Australia  19  perct-nt 
and  the  United  States  16  percent. 

Adherence  to  such  an  agreement  rrould,  to  put  it  charitably,  be  an 
addlepated  step  on  our  part.     For  one  thing,  although  the  .agreement  would 
beccm.e -;ffective  in  five  months'  time,  there  is  no  indication  that  current 
abnornnlities  in  the  world  food  situation  will  have  abated  sufficiently  ]jy 
then  to  admit  of  an  export  allocation  progrsm  based  on  normality. 

Second,  the  quota  figures  are  the  same  as  those  set  forth  in  the  1942 
discussion  on  vrorld  i/heat  allocation.    The  giant  strides  m.ade  in  American 
wheat  production  since  that  time  have  been  ignored. 

TMrd,  in  operation  the  agreement  rould  be  clumsy. 


From.  New  Orleans  Time-Picajune,  Feb.  I6  —  •'• 

SAY  EAN  ON  SUGiUt  ElvFOnTS  JLJiAiUir-Aashinc^ton-Tn-u  proposal  oy  uep.  Reed  of 
New  York  to  prohibit  all  exporation  of  sugar  from  the  Urited  btates  would  do 
m.ore  harm  than  good,  in  the  opinion  01  sugar  experts.    It  would  do  great  harm 
to  the  AmericrTi  refining  industry  since  the  United  States  produces  only  a  third 
of  its  ov/n  sugar  requirem.ents ,  buyers  for  other  countries  would  bid  ai^/ay  supplie 
that  now  are  brought  into  the  United  States  for  refinin?  and  then  exported. 

In  cnnnection,  it  is  pointed  out  jl:hat  exports  are  still  closely  controlled, 
and  most  of  the  sugar  being  sent  abroad  is  bein.?  handled  b'^  TOTiRj\.    It  is 
knoim  that  a  small  percentage  of  supplies  intended  for  relief  find  their  way 
into  comm.ercial  channels,  but  this  is  said  to  constitute  a  negligible  nart 
of  the  totsil . 


From  Des  !:oin,es  Register,  Iowa,  Feb.  17  - 

DOES  IT  DEPEI^JIJ  ON  I'liOSE  OX  IS  GORED ?-Editorial~The  iinericpn  Soybean 
association  knov/s  the  side  on  which  its  bread  is  spread — with  margarine,  of 
course.    It  knov.'s  that  taxes  and  other-  fonns  of  discriminatory  legislation 
direct'od  at  margarine  hurt  soybean  producers i    So  it  has  frequently  advocated 
lifting  restricti.ons  on  the  sale  of  margarine ^ 

In  pushing  for  fevxer  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  margarine,  soybean 
producers  are  not  only  inteEigently  pursuing  their  omi  interest.    They  are 
also  furthering  the  general  interest  of  consumers ,    During  the  last  year 
however,  the  soybean  association  has  si!OT.m  signs'  of  falling  into  the  ancient 
trap  of  pi'otectionism.  in  foreign  trade — the  very  thing  it  has  been  fighting  on 
the  domestic  front,. 

Snm^j  leaders  in  the  soybean  association  evidently  have  oev^un  to  'v, orry 
about  foreign  competition  from  coconut  oil,  iiovj  that  tne  war  is  over  and  we 
can  again  im.port  oils  from  the  southtrest  Pacific. 
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From  the  New  York  Times,  Feb.  26  -  . 

TRUI^AW  FORTIFIES  TRADE  PACT  "TRUCE" — Washington— President  Truman,  "by 
executive  order,  gave  substantial  effect  today  to  the  Vandenberg-Milliken  compro- 
mise to  protect  the  reciprocal  trade  agreements  program  from  piecemeal  scuttling 
in  Congress  and  to  make  "doubly  sure  that  American  interests  will  be  safeguarded." 

Besides 'formalizing  and  making  obligatory  some  procedural  practices  in 
trade  treaty  negotiation,  the  President's  order  provided  for  Tariff  Commission 
review  of  negotiated  concessions  to  determine  whether  "serious  injury"  to  domestic 
producers  resulted.    After  review  the  commission  woxild  make  recommendations  to  the 
President  for  modification  or  withdraxi^al  of  concessions. 


INDICTED  IIT  SUGAR  FRAUD,;  25  ARE  ACCUSED  OF  DIVERTING  5  MILLION  POUNDS  AT  ■ 
CHICAGO— -Chicago — The  Federal  Grand  Jury  today  indicted  twenty-five  persons  in  a 
sugar  stamp  racket  that  .diverted  ah  estimated  5,000,000  pounds  of  sugar  -into  the 
black  market. 


CHILD  FUND  FOOD  ASKED  BY  GREECE— Lake  Success,  N,Y.— The  Greek  Government 
will  ask  the  International  Children's  Emergency  Fund  to  provide  supplementary  food 
for  its  entire  child  population,  it  was  learned  today. 


ANOTHER  NEW  HIGH  SET,  BY  HOG  tRICES;  $30  A  HUITDRSDWEIGHT  TOP  PAID— Chicago- 
Prices  'for  pork  on  the  hoof  ran  wild  today.     Continued  good  demand,  plus  the  fact 
that  not  enough  pigs  are  coming  to  market  thes^  days  to  meet  the  supply,  forced 
prices  on  the' hog  market  here  ,to  a  new  record  pf.  $30  a  hundredweight. 


TOBACCO  SOUTH  WORRIED;  BRITISH  CUT  IN  FUIMDS  FOR  BUYING  HERE  HELD  BLOW  TO 
AREA — Danville,  Va. — Southern  flue-cured  tobacco  growers  were  dismayed  over  word 
from  London  that  the  Go.vernment  has- cut  $67,000,000  from  funds  available  for  the 
purchase  of  American  leaf  this  year. 

So  seriously  disturbed  is  the  Farm  Bureau,  which  is  composed  largely  of 
planters  from  Georgia  to . Virginia, . that. . it  has  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  in  Washington,  asking  him  to  re-examine  acreage  control  for  a  deeper 
cut  in  the  crop  this  year  than  the  4  percent  already  ordered. 


(The  New  York  Times  of  today  ' carries  a  t\\ro  column  cut  on  Page  9,  showing 
a'few  small  potatoes  being  rationed  to '  a  person  in  London,     The  caption  readsJ 
"Only  two  pounds  to  a  customer,"     The  outlines  read';     "A  potato  ration  goes  into 
a  customer's  bag  in  London,     In  the  United  States  surplus  potatoes  are  being  . used 
as  fertilizer,"     The  tjicture  is  fr6m  the  New  York  Times  London  Bureau.) 
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From  the  Hew  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Feb.  26  - 

SUGAR  CONTROLS  -  Transfer  of  sugar  controls  from  OPA  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  for  another  year .to . March  31,  1948,   is  predicted  in  sugar  circles 
with  the  prospect  that  trading  in  sugar  futures  in  the  Hew  York  Coffee  and  Sugar 
Eschange  will  he  resumed  in  June  or  July  of  this  year* 


Flour  -  Some  large  "bakers  have  re-entered  the  market  for  flour,  with 
impetus  to  this  demand  stimulated  hy  indications-  of  a  stepped-up  G-overnment 
export  purchase  program.    Meanwhile, , Britain  is  reported  to  have  paid  $6  a  sack 
for  clear  flours,   and  is  seeking  more»     Spot  stocks  are  tightening. 


From  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  Feb.  26  - 

TOO  MANY  TORKSYS  ~  The  poultry  world,  from  California  to  Vermont  and  from 
Oregon  to  Florida,  is  troubled  with  too  many  turkeys. 

The  Agriculture  Department,  v/hlch  numbers  ^the  turkey  growers  among  its 
'/Chillun,"  is  worried,  too.    Under  its  price- supporting  role,  its  aim  is  to  see 
that  poultrymen  get  good  money  for  their  birds, ■  And  the  prospect  is  that  keeping 
turkey  prices  up  in  1947  will  be  about  as  easy  as  supporting  snowball  -nrices  in 
the  Yukon, 

The  tale  of  the  turkey  is  one  of  progress  —  too  much  progress.  Since 
1929  the  nation's  poultrymen  have  steadily  accelera  ed  their  groining  of  the 
great  American  bird.    And  in  the  last  three  years  they've  really  opened  up  the 
turkey  factory  throttles. 


POTATOES,   TOMATO-^.S  OH  HORTH:i!EI"  FARI'IS  FACru  BLIGHT  THREAT  -  Tomato  and  potato 
crops  in  northern  truck  gardens  are  threatened  with t he  worst  attack  of  "blight" 
they  have  yet  seen,  judged  by  the  experience  of  Florida  growers  last  month, 

•Blight,  a  fungus  disease,  has  been  a  bane  to  potato  growers  for  about  five 
years.    Last  year  it  attacked  tomatoes  and  caused  $50  million  damage.     In  January, 
damp  weather  in  Fllrida  brought  an  attack  of  the  disease  worse  thanayear  ago. 


From  the  Hew  York  Herald  Tribune,  Feb,  26 

SPECIAL  SSHATE  BODY  GETS  PLAH  TO  Z^ITCE  OFF  KEXICO—Washington— UP— The 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  today  referred  to  a  special  subcommittee  the 
long-considered  project  for  a  ten-foot  fence  on  the  Mexican-United  States  border. 

The  project  xvas  started  in  1938.    Present  legislation  would  authorize  a 
$4,000,000  expenditure. 

The  committee  chairman.  Senator  Arthur  H,  Vandenberg,  Re;nublican,  of 
Michigan,   said  that  opposition  to  the  project  had'  been  registered  by  the  Rio  Grande 
Farm  Bureau  Federation.     The  Federation,  he  said,  complained  that  the  fence  would 
provide"  no  protection  against  the  spread  'of  hoof-and-mouth  cattle  disease.  Birds, 
rodents  and  floods,  »the  Federation  contends,  carry  the  disease  as  well  as  cattle. 

Senator  Vandenberg  "pointed  out  that  the  .Torojected  expenditure  was  the  first 
"outside  the  President's  1948  budget,"  but  said  that  the  Budget  Bureau  has  reported 
the  project  in  accord"  with  Mr,  Turman' s  program. 
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?rom  Minneapolis  (Minn,)  Star  Journal,  Fe"b«  18  - 

BAKTHS  ZDAR  11^  BESAD  PSICE      Minneapolis  takers,  watching  the 

skyrocketing  wheat  market  which  sent  the  llay-  "bread  grain  future  to  a  27-year~ 
high,  feared  today  that  advancing  flour  prices  would  force  a  hoost  in  "bread 
prices. 

The  advancing  prices  hrought  a  scrain"ble  from  mills  for  wheat  to  'fill  de- 
mands for  flour  from  "bakers  and  government  huying  agencies, 

Ifith  flour  advancing  also,  there  was  some  speculation  among  "bakers  that 
Israad  i^rices  might  have  to  '"be  advanced  to  meet  the  higher  costs.    Mills  "boosted 
"bakers''  flour  prices  rvernight  "by  10  to  20  cents  a  100  pounds, 

'One  spokesman  for  a  large  wholesale  "bakery  said  the  "baking  industry 
hadn't  as  yet  discussed  a  price  raise  for  "bread.    Present  selling  prices  are 
13  to  14  cents  for  pound  loaves  and  16  cents  for  1^  pound  loaves. 

From.  Colum"bia  (S,C.)  State,  ?e"b.  20  - 

HOOP  AiTD  MOUTH  DISEASS  ~  Editorial  -  There-  is  great  concern  among  cattle 
raisers,  particularly  in  the  Ifest  which  is  nearer  the  center  of  infection, 
over  the  prevalence  of  hoof  and  mouth  disease  in  Mexico* 

And  this  is  important • to  us  here  in  South  Carolina,  too,  where  cattle 
raising  is  on  the  up  and  up.    Our  word  is  that  congressmen  are  receiving  much 
mail  on  the  suTaject  urging  very  strict  quarantine  regulations  as  to  cattle 
from  Mexico  entering  this  country. 

Typical  of  the  mail  is  a  resolution  su"bmitted  "by  the  Kei)raska  Stock 
G•ro^^rers  association  and  read  into  the  Congressional  Record  "by  Senator  Hugh 
Butler  (S,-lle"b,),     The  stock  growers  want  more  funds  appropriated  to  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  with  w;hich  to  com"bat  the  disease;  patrolling  of  the  Mexican 
"border  "as  if  it  were  a  prison  camp";  constr\iction  of  a  permanent  "border 
fence;  and  negotiation  of  a  new  sanitary  treaty  "between  the  "United  States  and 
Mexico 'v/hich  vdll  have  "strong  and  sharp  teeth  in  it," 

The  time  to  halt  the  spread  of  this  devastating  malady  is  "before  it  gains 
headway  in  the  states,  and  that  time  is  now, 

Proir.  Philadelphia  (Pa,)  Inq.uirer,  Pe"b,  24-  ■    ■  .  _ 

IS  SUGAR  nSAL  PAIS  TO  U,Si?  -  Editorial  -  Sugar  allotmeits  for  this  country 
worked  cut  "by  the  International  Pood  Council  and  accepted  "by  our  Government 
are  supposed  to  permit  an  inErease  of  suga-r  rations  to  individuals  from  25  to 
35  pounds  this  year. 

There  should  'be  no  slip        on  this.     The  American  housewife  has  struggled 
for  a  long  time  on  short  sugar  allowances,    A  Congressional  committee  which 
has  "been  investigating  this  su"bject  demanded  earlier  this  month  that  the 
United  States  act  to  insure  10  to  15  pounds  more  in  the  tationing  arrangements. 

By  'the  deal  just  made  the  lower  provision  appears  tn  "be  possiTsle, 

The  arrangements  accepted  in  the  sugar  distri"bution  plan  are  ccnsidera"bly 
"below  those  deir.anded  in  Congressional  circles.     They  may  "be  the  "best  o"btainal)le. 
Or  they  may  not,    A  further  House  inq.uiry  int©  that  aspect  of  the  matter  is 
in  order,    Americans  don't  v/ant  more  than  their  fair  share  af  sugar.  But 
they're  entitled  to  knov;  that  other  countries  aren't  gra"b"bing  more  than  is 
justly  due  them. 
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Trom  C-reenville  (S.C.)  Hews,  Teb,  20  -  ' 

-T030]jY  WAiTTS  POTATOES  _■  Editor ial  -  Under  its  price  support  program  the 
govcrpjnGnt  acquired  a  large  portion  of  last  year's  95,000,000-^51161  surplus 
potato  crop  at-  a  cost  of  atout  $2,20  a  hundred  pounds* 

I'accd  with  a  possihle  complete  loss  of  some  20,000,000  "bushels,  the 
government  has  "been  trying  to  dispose  of  them  at  what  amounts  to  give— away 
prices, 

i^irst  it  offered  them  to  foreign  governments  and  relief  agencies  at 
four  cents  a  hundred  pounds  for  relief  feeding.    Meeting  v/ith  little  success^ 
with  those,  the  government  next  turned  to  commercial  exporters  and  offered 
them  potatoe's  at  five  cents  a  hundred,  around  $2,15  less  than  its  investment. 

It  remains  to  "be  seen  v/hat  success  will  attend  this  latest  offer'.  But 
out  of  it  all  comes  a  few  pointers  on  v/hat  to  do  with  Gtirplus  potatoes*  ITo— 
"body  seems  to  v;ant  them,  not  even  those  who  are  charged  with  the  responsi"bility 
of  feeding  'the  hungry  war  victims,  so  the  thing  to  do  with  them  is  not  go 
grew  then  — >  at  least  not  under  circumstances  under  v/hich  the  1946  crop  v/as 
produced, 

St,Lo^ais  (Mc»)  Post- Dispatch,  Fc"b,  19  - 

P02AJ:0ES  AImD  people  -  Editorial  -  Life  Magazine  pu"blishes  a  picture  \-/hich 
ought  to  shock  'and  humiliate  the  American  people.     It  is  a  photograph  . of 
acres  of  potatoes,   spread  out -a  foot  thick,   in  a  field  near  Grand  Porks,  S,r,, 
while  a  six— wheel  truck  dumps  another  load  on  the  frozen  ground.     They  are 
part  of  20,000,000  "b^ishels  which  the  AAA  is  ploii^ing  under  to  maintain  .  the 
"parity"  price  of  potatoes.    Actually,   the  surplus  is  much  larger  than  this, 
so  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  offering  potatoes  for  export  at  the 
amazing  price  of  5  cents  a  hundred  pounds,  .  . 

Meantime  in  various  parts  of  the  world  several  hundred  million  people, 
mostly  those  of  our  late  Allies,  are  suffering  from  Malnutrition  or  starvation. 

The  Department  of  Agrioultirre  says  that  transportation  costs  are  too  high 
for  the  potatoes  to  he  -sent  a^^roa-d  and  that  ships  were  not  availa"ble.  That 
"brings  up  another  picture  Life  ran  several  months  ago,  a  remarka"ble  photograph 
of  several  miles  of  decommissioned  Li"barty  and  Victory  ships  tied  up  in  an 
arm  of  Mohile  Bay,     Of  6000  war  transports  declared  surplus  "by  the  i-iaritimc 
Commission,  only  a  few  hundred  have  heen  sold, 

We  would  like  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  AAA  division,  to  meet 
the  iiaritimc  Ccmmission,    Perliaps  the  introduction  could  "be  arranged  "by  the 
State  Department,  which  should  have  a  certain-  interest  in  avoiding  foreign 
propaganda  a"bcut  a  nation  that  destroys  millions  of  tons  of  food  while  millions 
of  people,  are  starving. 

Prom  Lynch"burg  ("Va, )  ITews,  Pe"b,17  - 

,   SOIL  CO"JSER37'ATI01I  _  Editorial  -  In  an  address  delivered  "before  the  Soil 
Ccnser'vaticn  Society  of  America  in  Chicago  in  1946,  President  H,  C,  Byrd  of  , 
the  University  of  Maryland  covered  thoroughly  and  vividly  not  only  the 
necessity  of  soil  conservation  "but  what  it  means  and  how  it  can  "be  conserved^, 
This  was  part  of  a  program  that  is  increasing  in  scope  in  this  country  "but  as 
yet  too  little  known  and  understood.     The  average  citizen  is  likely  to  thinlc 
that  it  only  means  preventi'^n  of  soil  erosion,  "but  that  is  only  part  of  the 
conservation. 
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From  New  York  Times ^  Feb, '27  —  '  - 

SUGAR  INCREASED  TO  lO-POWID  R/.TION:  GOVERNMENT  FIXES  2  QUARTEFiS;'  HOME 
ALLOTIVISIIT — liORE  ALLOWED  INDTTSTRY-\'ashington-A  substantial  increase  in  sugar 
rations  for  both  home  and  industrial  users  was  authorized  jointly  today  by 
the  Office  of  Price  Administration  and  Department  of  Agricult-ure* 

By  promising  a  ten  pound  ration  each  for  the  second  and  third  quarters, 
beginning  April  1  and  July  1,  the  OPA  increased  the  domestic  allotment  for 
the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  to  tvrenty  five  pounds,  equal  to  the  ration 
for  all  of  1946,    It  was  unofficially  predicted  that  a  fourth  o^uarter  ration 
of  another  ten  pounds  vrould  be  allovred,  making  the  year's  total  ten  pounds 
more-  than  the  194-6  allotment  . 

Larger  quantities  of  sugar  Thrill  be  allowed  also  hotels,  restaurants  and 
makers  of  candy,  soft  drinks,  baked  goods  and  condensed  milk. 

The  increased  rations  are  made  possible  by' the  recent  decision  of  the 
International  Emergency  Food  Council  wMch  recommended  that  the  .1947  United 
States  allocaticn  from  the  world  sugar  supoly  be  increased  from  the  1946 
figure  of  5,597,000  tons  to  6,800,000, 


Pu\IL  CAR  SHORTAGE  STUDIED  BY  SENATE-l!ashington-^R,  V.  Fletcher,  president  of 
the  American  Association  of  Railroads,  told  a  closed  meeting  of  a  subcommittee 
of  the  Senate  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee  today  that  railroads 
were  in  dire  need  of  freight  cars  but  that  if  was  impossible  at  this  time  to 
estimate  hov:  many  they  would  purchase  this  year. 

At  the  meeting,  an  unprecedented  conference,  were  high  Governraent  officials, 
representatives  of  seventeen  railroads,  ten  steel  companies,  six  railroad 
purchasing  agents,  twelve  manufacturers  of  railroad'  cars  and  seven  refrigerator 
car  companies,  several  colleagues  of  Mr,  Iletcher  in  the  >iiiR  and  members  of  the 
subcommittee,  ,  ' 

The  conference  was  called  by  Senator  Clyde  M.  Reed,  ReDublican,  of  Kansas, 
who  described  the  shortage  of  freight  cars  as  "the  most  im.portant  critical  thing 
facing  the  country  today". 

By  an  agreement  between  the  steel  and  railroad  car  industries,  proposed 
by  the  Civilian  Production  :'\dministration,  165,000  tons  of  steel  vd.ll  be  allotted 
each  month  for  the  production  of  freight  cars.    To  get  the  125,000  cars 
estimated  to  be  needed  by  railroads,  however,  about  3^3,000  tons  vrould  bo 
needed,  Mr.  Fletcher  said,  ■   '  ^ 


(Turn  to  page  2  for  other  items 
in  today's  NY  Times «) 
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From  Nevf  York  Times,  Feb.  27  - 

URGES  Ti'JUFF  CUT  FOR  ^'DOLEN  GOODS:  EyCffi.NGE  CORP.  BRIEF  DEMES  DOMESTIC 
Il'JDUSTRY  Hi'-.S  SUFFERED  YROll  IMPORTS-The  domestic  wool  industry  v/as  challenged 
today  to  shovf  any  injury  from  imported  goods  in  a,  brief  filed  yesterday 
vdth  the  Committee  for  Reciprocity  information  in  Yfeshington.  /jTierica's 
reciprocal  trade  agreements  program  was  strongly  supported  and  further 
reductions  in  tariffs  as  permitted  by  law  were  urged. 

The  memorandum,  prepared  by  M.  H.  Blinlcen,  president.  Exchange  Trading 
Corporation,  showed  that  imports  of  woolen  and  worsted  cloth  have  never  amounted 
to  more  tiiani   2  perceiit.  of  domestic  production,  that  practically  all  of  the 
imported  fabrics  are  in  the  liigher  price  ranges  Ydiich  do  not  compete  -vvath 
the  bulk  of  iunerican  cloth,  and  that  /anerica  has  never  produced  enough  apparel 
wool  to  meet  domestic  needs* 


QUOTA,  PRICE  PACTS  UTTOER  I TO  OPPOSED:  COTTON  INTERESTS  IDDGE  FROTESTS- 
Fashington-Representatives  of  two  large  groups  of  Am.erican  producers  of 
commodities,  cotton  and  petroleum.,  registered  today  strong  objection  to 
projected  establishment  of  production  quotas  and  price  agreem.ents  under  the 
International  Trade  Organization,  at  hearings  on  the  provisional  charter  for 
ITO. 

These  witnesses,  who  bespoke  the  fear  that  American  producers  vrould  be 
placed  in  an  unfavorable  world  position,  ranged  their  arguments  against  those 
of  a  long  list  of  organization  spokesmen  backing  the  ITO  and  the  proposed  reciprb . 
cal  trade  treaties  to  be  administered  under  ITO,  in  appearances  before  a  panel 
of  the  State  Department's  executive  committee  on  economic  foreign  policy. 


From  NY  Journal  of  Commerce,  F>,  b ,  27  - 

CCC  \'00L  STOCKS  400,000,000  POUNDS-Tashingbon-The  Senate  Agricultui'e 
Committee  today  bumped  up  against  a  400,000,000  pound  vrool  stockpile  amassed 
by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corp.  at  a  cost  of  ^^225,000,000,    The  question  before 
the  committee  was  vrhat  to  do  about  it. 

The  figui-es  came  from.  Norrig  E,  Dodd,  Undersecretary  of  Agriculture  who 
said  the  CCC  has  notified  Congress  it  will  discontinue  vrorld  purchases  after 
April  15  unless  Congress  says  it  must  proceed. 

Senator  Thye  (Rep,  Minn,)  noting  that  CCC  inventories  v^ere  amounting  in  the 
face  of  increased  iiaports  of  woolj  asked  whether  "i*e  ai'e  being  outdone  in  the 
iraport  and  export  markets  by  foreigners," 

Dodd  said  the  department  had  supported  the  O'Mahoney  bill  lyhich  failed 
in  the  last  session.    This  would  have  limited  imports  under  a  quota  system  until 
the  stockpile  is  consumed, 

"T-'hat  is  the  ultimate  end?"  Thye  asked, 

Dodd  replied  it  might  be  necessary  to  begin  selling  wool  below  parity  and 
"Take  our  losses,"    Senator  Lucas  ('Dem.  111.)  expressed  concern  that  this 
woiild  drive  dovm  the  price  cjf  wool.    None  of  the  committeemen  at'tvanced  a  solu- 
tion, but  Thye  said  the  problem  "m.ust  be  examined  now," 
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i'rom  St,  Paul  Pioneer  Press,  7eh^  21  - 

.WO  ILiT  or  'IHU  Ul^IIISD  iIA.TIOi;S  -  Sditorial  -  The  selection  of  B;rron  Price 
■as  an  assistant  secretary- general  is  a  good  augury  for  the  future  of  the  United 
nations*    Price  has  demonstrated  remarkaTsly  good  judgment  and  a  rare  ahility  to 
understand  and  handle  difficult  situations  toth  as  wartime  chief  of  censorship 
and  his  earlier  work  .with  the.  Associated  Press, 

But  while  the  excellent  selection  of  Price_  is  ."being  applauded,  it  is  a  good 
time  also  to  recognize  the  real  quali-ty -of  the  service  and  devotion  to  duty  of 
"his  predecessor  in  the  position,  John  !B>  Hutson,    That  office  has  charge  of 
United  iTa,tions  administrative  and  financial  services,    Hutson,  former  londer 
decretary  of  agriculture  and  a  distinguished  career  man  in  government,  handled 
it  through  the  extremely  difficult  pioneering  period  of  the  United  Hations 
organization, 

Hutson  had  to  "build  the  financial  and  administrative  foundations  of  the  nev; 
United  H'ations  organization,  a  hig  joTd  of  itself.     In  addition,  he  had  to  cope 
with  great  complications,  due  t.o  international  politics  and  inter-government 
jealousies  that  were  always  , at  work,    Finally,  he  had  to  do  the.  jo"b  not  with 
American  su"b~executives  whose  methods  and  persasnaliti.es  were  well  known  to  him 
"but  largely  with  abides  selected  from  other  nations,   so  that  delicate  prohlems 
of  foreign  temperaments  were  super— imposed  on  all  the  rest, 

■  .      In  the  circumstances,  it  is  not  strange  that  in  spite  of  all  of  Mr,  Hutson' s 
great  skill  and  patience  and  ingenuity  in  fashioning  compromises  ©f  complex 
issues,  his  work  did  not  suit  every"body  and  that  he  resigned.    But  it  should 
"be  noted  that  ho  did  an  almost  impossi"ble  jo"b  with,  a  degree  of  success  that  was 
far  "beyond  the  capacities  of  anj'-  ordinary  man,  and  that  as  a  result  he  now  can 
hand  over  to  hig  successor  an  opportunity  for  hi  story- making  progress,.' 

Let  it  not  "be  overlooked, that  Trygve  Lie  and  his  new  assistant,  Bryon  Price, 
v/ill  continue  to  "be  up  against  administrative  and  organization  pro'blems  that  are 
complex  beyond  the. ken  of  most  of  us.     It  is  not  fair  to  expect  superhuman  things 
from  the  mortals  who  are  grappling  with  the  historic  jo"b  of  "building  the 'UilO, 
Their  imperfections  should  not  he  magnified,  and  their  successes  should  be  given 
the  honor  and  gratitude  that  is  their  just  due, 

Al"buquerquc  Journal,  Po"b.  15-         .  , 

PROTUCT  U,.  .S, ;  LITBSTpCK  -  Editorial  -  ITcw  Mexico  stands  to,  suffer  as  much 
cr  more  than  any  "border  state  should  the  hoof  and  mouth  epidemic  in  Mexico  spread 
to  U,  S,  livestock,    ITaturally.  the  ^op':^rts  from  Washington  that  an  econbm-y- 
mindcd  Congress  will,  "be  asked  to  expend, unestimr ted  millions.,  of  dollars  in  co- 
operating with  Mexico  to  control  the  deadliest  animal  disease,  known ' to  veterinary 
science  arc  received  with  gratification. 

The  Senate  Agricultural  Committee  already  has  had  introduced  a  resolu.tion 
asking  that  the  Agriculture  Lepartmcnt,  which  is  headed  "by  Uew  Mexico' s  Clinton 
r,  Andcrsr)n,  "be  given  a  free  hand  in  spending  v/hatever  sums  might  "be  rOjOuired 
to  eradicate  the  Mexican  out"break. 

Cattlemen  in  this  country  for  years  have  fought  the  lifting  of  quarantine 
against  ^Vouth  American  ■  countries,  particularly  Argentina,  and  "been  a,ccused  oftenr- 
t.imes  of  raising  false  "s^cares"  to  protect  their  .industry  against  importation 
of  "beef  from  those  countries.     Their  foresight  has  "been  proven,  however,  nexicc 
did  lift  its  "barriers  to  nermit  the  importation  of  some  Brazilian  livestock, 
and  that  is  where  it  made  a  fatal  mistake,  as  that  was  responsi'ble  for  the 
spread  of  the  disease  there. 
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From  Dallas  (Texas)  Hews,  Teh,  20  - 

■QUARAiTi'Il'IS  USSUSD  _  Port  Worth,   Texas,   (AF)  -  A  quarantine  on  live-' 
stock,  poultry  and  livestock  products  from  Mexico  was  clanrpcd  on  the  hordor 
Wednesday  "by  the-  Texas  Livestock  Sanitary  Comniission  as  an  added  safeguard 
against  the  spread  of  foot  and  .mouth  disease  frcm  Mexico^ 

The- state  cmlDargo  virtually  duplicates  the  federal  c[uarantinc  already  in 
effect,  hut 'provides  stiffer  penalties  for  violators,   including  a  fine  of  from 
$500  to  $5,000  or  a  jail  sentence  of  up  to  six  months  or  "both  for  first  offen- 
ders, and  a  prison  sentence  of  not  less  than  two  and  not  more  than  five  years 
and  a  fine  of  up  to  $10,000  for  a  second  violation, 

Trom  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Inquirer,  Peh,  22  - 

KJll  PRIGS  RIS3  PAG3S  'EEBSLLIOl^'      A  hccm  in  the  price  of  hccf  and  pork, 
which  livestock  men  predict  in  ahout  two  vccks,  will  he  met  with  "rehellion" 
hy  Philadelphia  housev/ives,   it  was  forecast  yesterday  "by  spokesmen  for  the  trade. 

The  livestock  men,  who  said  the  price  increase  in  pcrkj  which  developed 
yostcrday,  would  last  for  ahout  three  months,  attrlhuted  it  to  the  small  pig' 
crop,  -  Shipments  from  the  farms,  they  said;  have  hecn  tapering  off  gradua.lly, 
and  hog  prices  spiraled  to  record  levels  yesterday, 

G-eorge  A,.  Casey,  president  of  John  J,  Pelin  &  Co,,  4142  G-ermantown  Ave#, 
one  of  the  largest  perk  packers  in  the  East,  declared  that  prices  are  high 
enough,  and  ±f  pork  goes  too  high,   the  puhlic  will'rehel*     "And  I  rather  think 
there  will  he  a  strong  hacking  of  such  a  rehellion, "  he  added* 

"Prices  a.re  unreasonahle,     asserted  John  C,  leindcrfer,  executive  secretary 
af  the  Philadelphia  Retail  Meat  Dealers  Association,   "and  we' are  getting  into 
the  same  situation  as  at  the  time  OPA  controls  were  lifted," 

From  Chicago  Journal  of  Ccm.mercc  Peh,  22  - 

BArlKSR  SSDKS  LiOVE  TO  SAVE  ILLINOIS  SOIL;  DAVIS  URGES  POOLIilG-  OF  2SS0UilCSS 
BY  ALL  AG'RI CULTURAL  INTERESTS  -  Formation  of  a  new  organization  to  sponsor 
agressively  a  program  of  soil  conservation  on  farms  throughout  Illinois  was 
advocated  yesterday  hy  Chester  C,  Davis,  president  pf  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank 
of  St,  Louis, 

Mr,  Dfvis  Diadc  his  recommendation  at  the  mid-Winter  conference  of  Illiaois 
Bankers'  Association,    Under  the  hanlcer' s  recoimaendatirn,   federal  and  state  cor^- 
servation  departments,   the  college  of  agricult-ore  of  the  University  of  Illinois, 
farm  hureau  federations,  farm  implement  manufacturers,   commercial  fertilizer 
interests,  and  han!:ers  would  he  called  upon  to  pool  their  resources  to  foster 
a  state— wide  program  calling  for  definite  action, 

discussion  of  soil  conservation  was  opened  hy  an  address  hy  Dr,  H,  H, 
Bennett,   chief  of  the  sell  conservation  ser.vice  cf  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
He  assorted  that  500,000  acres  of  farm  land  soil  in  the  United  States  are  hoing 
lost  annually  through  erosion,    American  agriculture  can  not  c;^ntinuc  to  ahsorh 
these  losses  without  going  out  of  business  through  soil  bankruptcy,  he  said* 
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('The  newspapers^  and' riafe^ahes^''lM  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 

are  on  file  in  Press 'Service.,  Room.  4.1^(i-.«-«-Biione  Gene  Harrison  at -6031  r) 

From  New  York  Times,-  Feb,  28  ' 

HOOVER  URGES  ^475, 500,000  TO  PUT  GElti',i^J^Y  ON  FEET-\«asnington-Ker bert  Hoover 
v;arned  in  a  report  to  President  Tr\mian  today  that  sirrvival  of  Western  civilization 
in  Europe  depended  on  its  survival  in  a  chaotic  Germany.    He  outlined  a  plan  for 
Germany's  rehabilitation  designed  to  protect  American  taxpayers  against  footing 
the  cost  of  the  undertakings 

For  substance,  Mr,-  Hoover  proposed  an  immediate  improvement  in  the  food 
supply  to  the  German  people  in  the  British- American  zone  to  cut  them  in' working 
condition  so  that  they  could  produce  for  export  and  use  the  proceeds  to  sustain 
themselves  instead  of  remaining  a  charitable  charge  on  the  family  of  nations. 

Briefly  but  with  a  touch  of  eloquence,  Mr,  Hoover  described  statistically 
the  awful  plight  of  the  vanquished  people  who,  in  such  essentials  as  food,  warmth 
and  shelter,  "have  sunk  to  the  lowest  level  knovm  in  a  hundred  years  of  estern 
histor^^," 

L'hjle  he  recomxiended  United  States  expenditures  totaling  .ti;A-75,500,bOO 
through  fiscal  19-^*8  for  food,  seed,  fertilizer  and  petroleum  products,  the 
amount  was  less  than  anticipated  by  occupation  authorities  and  the  formier  President 
suggested  steps  that  might  save  $150,000,000  of  the  total  to  British  and  iimerican 
t?ixpayers» 


300,000  TONS  OF  POTATOES  IK  SIGHT  FOR  GERMANY  AT  HOOVER'S  URGING-yashington- 
A  strong  possibility  that  the  Army  may  transport  up  to  10,000,000  bushels  of 
U.S.  surplus  potatoes  to  Germ.any  as  a  result-  of  the  ^^oover  mission  v/as  disclosed 
today  by  the  Departm.ent  of  Agriculture , 

The  Hoover  report  stated  that  because  of  spoilage  in  the  unusually  severe 
Yrinter  in.  the  British  American  zone,  there  were  now  not  enough  potatoes  by  400,000 
tons  to  cover  a  1, 550 ■ calorie  ration  until  the  next  harvest.    The  10,000,000 
bushels  referred  to  above  is  the  equivalent  of  3<-'0,000  tons.     The  r-eport  also  state* 
that  fromi  200,000  to  250,000  tons  of  good  seed  potatoes  wert;  needed. 

The  government  owned  United  Statics  potato  sm-plus,  purchased  to  support  prices 
as  is  m.andatory  under  the  Steagall  Act,  had  been  offered  again  and  again  to  all 
relief  agencies  and  foreign  governments.    Purchases  totaled  $100,000,000  and 
Clinton  P.  Anderson,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  said  there  would  be  as  many  as 
20,000,000  bushels  for  which  no  purpose  conld  be  found. 


AI'IEJJDMENTS  PROPOSED  IRIEN  EXTENDING  CCC  LAV-AP-Washington-A  series  of  amendment t 
to  the  Coirimodity  Credit  Corporation  law  vras  proposed  today  to  the  Senate  Agri- 
cultural Committee  which  is  considering  legislation  to  extend  the  agency  two  years 
to  Jime  30,  1949.    Thu  National  Grain  Trade  ^ouncil  asked  that  Congress  at  least 
direct  the  corporation  to  "utilize  the  established  trade  facilities  and  service  in 
the  conduct  of  its  operations,  so  far  as  it  is  possible,"  Ralph  J,  Keltic,  director 
of  the  Boston  Wool  Trade  Association  proposed  an  amendment  giving  the  CCC  authority 
to  S..11  its  huge  wool  stockpile  at  competitive  prices  and  through  regular  mer- 
chandising channels,  J.  B.  ^Jilson  of  the  ^atiorial  Lfool  Growers  Association  urged 
continuance  of  the  present  wool  buying  policy.    The  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
and  the  ■^''ational  Grange  spoke  out  for  continuance  of  the  CCC. 
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From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Cormerce,  Feb.  28  - 

U.S.  T'EIGHS  i;;lTHDPjV.  AL  OF  COTTON  EXPORT  SUBSID Y-lVashington-The  Government 
■soon  may  Tdthdraiv  the  remaining  2c  a  poijnd  export  subsidy  on  cotton  in  a  move  to 
stabilize  pr«ices,  ■  . 

Agriculture  Department  off icials  said  such  action  has  been  under  consideration. 

Reflecting  short  supplies  of  many  grades  of  cotton,  and  hea^'/y  domestic  and 
export  demand,  cotton  prices  have  advanced  more  than  3c  a  pound  since  last  Octoberfe 
sharp  price  break. 


FAVOR  SUGAR  CONTROLS-State,  agriculture  and  OPi^  ofiicials  testified  before 
a  "enate  banking  subcommittee  against  end- of  sugar  controls..    The- State  official 
said  that  termination  of  controls  v^'ould  --affect  our  foreign  relations.  The 
subcommittee  is  considering  a  shift  of  controls  to  the  D.  and  A.',  and  continuation 
of  cojitrols  untj.l  Oct,  15,  T>'hen  the  Secretary  of  Agriciilture  must  justify  further 
extension,  ...  .  : 


From  The  l^all  Street  Journal,  Feb,  28  - 

GOVERMMT  SETS  UP  "TASK  GROUP"  TO  CE\KNEL  ,  STEEL'  FOR  F'fEIGHT  GaR&:  ATP!  AT  ■ 
PRODUCTION  OF  10,000  MONTHLY-^i 'ashington-Government  officials  are  org.v.nizing 
a  task  comjnittee  to  allocate  steel  among  freight  car  manufacturers  in  or^et  to 
boost  production  to  10,000  a  month  by  midsurmer. 

Their  action  follows  T/ednesda.y' s  conference  of  car  manufacturers,  railroad 
officials,  steel  executives  and  Government  agencies,  called  by  Senator  Reed 
(R.Kans.),       ,  ■  .<  '  ■ 


Tariff  SKIRMSH  11 TH  CONGRESS  ONLY  OPENS  THE  ADi.INISTRj.TION' S  '  PF.EE  TR/iDE' 
BATTLE .—Truman' s  compromise  on  duty  cutting  silenced  Congress  temporarily:  bu+ 
the  State,  Department  faces  new  obstacles  in  its  long  range  drive  to  level  world 
trade  barriers ,  .      ■  ■ 

The  proposed  International  Ti'ade  Organization,  scheduled  to  be  set  up  at  Geneva 
April  10,  mil  run  up, against  the  realities  of  controlled  national  economics. 

Most  nations  particularly  England,  can't  relin^uisn  iiiiport  export  regulations 
mthout  junking  internal  controls,    ^^^any  aren't  even  prepared  for  tariff  cutting 
talks  at  Geneva,    But  the  U.S.  called  the  p«.rley    ana  insists  dt  go  on.  'This  is 
State's  last  big  tariff  flipg.    ConiTess  n^jxt  year  Yvill  brijak  the  diplomats'' 
monopoly  on  foreign  trade  planning. 


laNOR  PEEIIO-Rising  wheat  prices  caught  Pi'i'^  vdth  its  charts  icyrm;  the  Bureau 
had  to  add  a  top  sheet  to  carry  the  -upswing  .to  ^;.2,36  a  bushel. 
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iVcm  Spokane  iJiTash.,)  Spokesman-HeTiew  —  Pel).  16  - 

FIGET  Oil  SUGAE  IiTOlT  BY  IVOriSIT  -  Vrashingt«n  -  American  housewives, '  "because 
of  the  pressure  they  "brought  to  hear  on  congress,  and  hecause  the  State  De- 
partment has  ^t  last  shov/n  signs  of  weakening,  will  he  ahle  to  count  on  stih~ 
stantially  Eore  sugar  during  1947  than  they  were  allowed  last  year* 

Hot  in  years  has  a  campaign,  engineered  entirely  hy  the  people,  hrought 
such  quick  results  as  the  protest 'that  arose  among  the  women  of  the  country 
when  CPA  showed  signs  of  drastically  restricting  the  per  capita  quota  of  sugar 
for  the  current  year.     It  v/ac  aa  unorganized  campaign,  hut  the  idea  spread  like 
wildfire,  and  more  letters  ahout  sugar  have  heen  pouring  into  the  offices  of 
senators  and  congressmen  than  on  ar^  other  subject  in  which  the  puhlic  is  inter- 
ested. 

Up  tintil  recently  the  state  department  was  a  stmnhling  olock  in  the  path 
of  those  who  were  seeking  an  increase  in  the  sugar  . allowance  for  home  consump- 
tion.    That  department  all  along  had  shovm  far  more  concern  ahout  getting  sugar 
from  foreign  lands  than  for  the  people  of  the  United  States,  .  ,  ■ 

•Frcm  Minneapolis  (Fdnn,)  Trihune,  Peh,  22  -      "  '  , 

JEMl  laUKDT  TinSA'T  S3i!iT  -  Mirjieapolis  Grain  exchange  directors  Friday 
expressed  concern  for  the  future  of  "a  fre©  and  open  competitive  market"  as  a 
result  of  the  recent  state  supreme-  .court  decision  upholding  the  right  of  a  co- 
operative association  to  huy- grain  for  its  own  -account. 

The  Feh,  14  decision,   suDstaining  District  Judge  Kenneth        Brill  of  Ramsey 
county,  nullified  an  order  of  the  state  railroad  and  -warehouse  corn-mission  direct- 
ing Farmers  Union  Grain  Terminal  association  to  "cease  and  desist"  the  practice 
of  acting  hoth  as  principal  and  agent  in  grain  transactions. 

In  its  statement,  the  exchange  directors  asserted  tho  decision  "may  well 
^  prove  damaging  to  the  interests  of  producers  of  grain  in  the  liorthwest,  " 

"A  free  and  open  corq^etitive  market  is  essential  to  a  •  free  people^  "  the 
statement  continued,  ■  ' 

From  Oklahoma  City  Oklahoman,  Feh,  31  - 

U.  S,  SLIIiiil  FROM  BUTT3R  STAITARD  DUSGRIBED  -  M.  G,  Van  Buskirk,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Illinois  Dairy  products  Association-^  Chicago,,  revealed  that  30 
percent  of  the  prewar  hutter  eaters  have  slid  off  the  gold  standard. 

Seme  of  this  group,  memhers  of  the  institute  suspect,  have  "switched  to 
cleo,  "  which  they  say  can  he  produced  at  ahout  half  the  cost. 

The  rest  learned -during  war  rationing  to  get  along  without  it, 

Oleo  producers,   the  dairymen  declare,  are  hitting_ helcw  the  hread  hasket* 
They  nov/  have  the  privilege  of  adding  artificial  hutter  flavor  to  their  pro- 
duct and  furthermore  have  greatly  improved  its 'quality. 

From  Youngstcwn  (Ohio)  Vindicator,  Feh,  20  -  '        .  ■ 

POHIC  SHORTAGD  ITOTSD  -  Youngs  town,  housewives,  were  faced  today  v/ith  a  grow- 
ing shortage  pf  pork,,    Pork,  loin  v/as  advanced  in  priqc  from  47  to  59  cents  a 
pound  in  the  past  month,    Prjrk  chops  in  some  markets  are  up  an  additional  10 
cents  a  p»und,  .  • .  ■ 

While  hccf  rem.ains  plentiful  and  its  cost  stationery,   the  supply  of  veal 
makes  rt  a  lux'ary  item,  at  71  cents  a  pound.  .  Four  weeks  a.go  the  consumer  could 
huy  a  veal  roast  for  53  cents. 
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From  MoHiphis  (Tenn, )  Ccminorcial  Appeal,  Fet),  19  - 

HUETFOL  SIASHIiTG  -  Editorial  -  Rcpuolican  leaders  ir.  Congress,  hunting  for 
any  means  of  making  good  on  canjpaign  promises  of  economy  in  G-ovcrnmcnt,  arc 
displfiying  a  lot  more  energy  than  v/isdom  in  nuncrcus  instances. 

Their  proposals  for  slashing  appropriations  for  the  Department  cf  Agricul- 
ture appear  to  have  "been  made  up  without  thought  or  study.  Representative 
Whittcn  of 'Mississippi  charges  that  G-,        P.  .figures  for  'cutting  school  lunches 
farm  research  and  rural  electrification  were  arrived  at  with  no  regard  for 
facts.     It  appears  to  us  he  is  right. 

Many  cf  the  undertakings  the  Republicans  pr-cposc  to  destroy  or  cripple  fall 
in  tho  category  of  G<:verrjncnt  investment  as  OTjposcd  to  spending  as  such.  This 
is  strikingly  true  in  the^  case  cf  the  Rural  31c ctrif ication  Administration, 
These  RIM.  funds  are  loaned  to  the  rural  people  cf  the  Nation,  and  they  arc 
current  in  thoir  payments. 

To  handicap  the  R3A  will  he  "bad  for  country  folks  all  over,  and  tt  v;ill 
hit  Tennessee,  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  especially  hard,     Thsugh  these  three 
states  arc  in  the  TVA  zone,   they  all  lag  far  behind  the  parade  in  the  clcctri-- 
fi cation  of  farms, 

Assumably  the  Republicans  will  claim  that  they  arc  favoring  private  enter- 
prise in  hacking  away  at  the  RSA,     The  fa.ct  iS',  however,   that  private  enter- 
prise  has  no  enviable  record  in  r^aral  electrification.    It  did  a  sorry  job 
in  many  cases,  and  the  limited  competition  of  R311A  has  already  helped  arouse  ■• 
it  to  get  busy.     It  still  needs  that- spur. 

Representative  1/hittcn  preposes  to  fight  these  unjust  and  impractical  plans 
for  crippling  farm  projects.    He  should  be  joined  by  every  member  of  Congress 
from  the  farra  sections,   regardless  of  party. 

From  Boston  (Mass.)  Herald,  Feb,  22  -  '  . 

FAillLI  FARMS  ~  Editorial  -  The  conclusion  of  the  recently-published  report 
by  the  Sehato  Small  Business .  Ccmmittec  that  family-type  farm.s  result  in  a 
better  and  stronger  convmunity  is  in  line  v/ith  tho  thiricing  .of  many  rural 
economists  and  sociologists.    The  family  farm  not  only  contributes  more  in  terms 
of  production  but  it  builds  a  more  stable  unit  of  grvcrnmcnt  and  offer's  more_ 
advantages  to  the  citizens  of  the  tcv/n.    Recent  items  in  the  news  give  support 
to  the  belief  that  the  family  vdll  more  than  hold  its  own  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  farm  implement  uanufacturer s  arc  building  tractors  of  a  size  to  fit  the 
requirements  of  one-family  farms,    iToi,if  a  now  line  of  10  and  1?  horscpov/cr 
machines  is  on  the  way,   construct-ed  for  smaller  farms,     Sniallcr  combines,  corn- 
pickers  and  hay-balers  will  help  solve  the  labor  problems  for  the  man  v/ho 
previously  hr-,s  needed  extra  help  only  in  rush  seasons. 

From  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  Feb,  20  - 

SUGAR  COITTROL  -  Editorial      The  House  should  rcccndiscr  its  action  regarding 
CPA,  which  the  agency  says  would  have  the  effect  of  liquidating  it,  and  should 
provide  modestly  sufficient  funds  to  assure  OPA  maintenance  of  rent  and  su.gar 
control  for  the  remainder  of  the  ycar_. 

It  may  be  ^rue,  as  Representative  Taber  says,   that  OPA  "has  more  generals 
than  privates,"  But  this  condition,  while  deplorable  if  true,   should  not  be 
treated  by  working  a  hardship  upon  the  public,  as  would  be  the  obvious  effect 
of  abrupt  renovcl  cf  controls-;   that  hardship  v;ould  attend  removal  of  sugar  con- 
trols is  the  prediction  of  the  sugar  industry  itself. 
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